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January Memory Verse  

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 (ESV)   
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10 Jan 2021                                                      Epiphany 1 
8.30am Service & 11am Online Service 

 
GATHERING TO WORSHIP  
Prelude  
Entry of the Word / Call to Worship 
Opening Song: All People That On Earth Do Dwell* 
Prayer of Praise & Confession* 
Songs of Praise & Adoration: Chosen People/What A Mighty   
                                               God We Serve/Ah Lord God* 
 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 43:1-3a  
Sermon: Identity In Christ 
               Isaiah 43:1-3a/1 Peter 2:9-10 
Affirmation of Faith  
Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
Time Of Sharing 
Intercessory Prayers 
Offertory / Doxology* 
Offertory Prayer* 
Announcement 
 
SENDING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
Closing Song: Do Not Be Afraid*  
Benediction & Threefold Amen* 
Postlude  
 
* Please stand as you are able 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome 
We welcome all our worshippers who have tuned in.  
 
Sermon Series for January 2021: “Traversing Uncertain Times” 
17 Jan - Support from Community (Galatians 6:1-5) 
24 Jan - Peace through prayer (Philippians 4:4-7) 
 
140 pax 8.30 AM Worship Service in Church  
We have increased the capacity of our 8.30 AM service to 140 congregants and will now have 
three seating zones in Sanctuary 1 (Chinese Church sanctuary) instead of the previous two. You 
are still required to make reservations through our church website if you wish to attend the 
service. Please refer to the service reservation page on our website for the diagram on specific 
entrances/exits for the different zones.  
 
Opening of Sanctuary 2 for 8.30 AM Sunday Service 
On the 17th of January we will increase the capacity of our 8.30 AM service by opening up 
Sanctuary 2 as the “overflow room.”  Sanctuary 2 will contain zones 4 and 5 for an additional 
100 congregants. Do note that it will be a live stream from Sanctuary 1 and no singing is 
allowed, although congregants will be able to participate in the Holy Communion. You are still 
required to make reservations through our church website if you wish to attend the service. 
Please refer to the diagram on the service reservation page for specific entrances/exits of the 
different zones. 
 
Live Streaming of 8.30 AM Worship Service  
We have been live streaming the 8.30AM service since 8 Nov. Those who are unable to attend 
the 8.30 AM service in person may view a live stream of it and follow along in real time. The 
recording of the 8.30AM service will screened for the 11AM Online Service. 
 
Reservation of Tickets 
Those who have reserved tickets must make the effort to attend the worship service. Otherwise, 
you are depriving others on the waiting list of the privilege to worship the Lord at the live service. 
 
Try not to reserve tickets for another person unless you are very sure he/she is definitely able to 
turn up. 
 
Those who wish to attend the service more than once a month can check whether tickets are 
still available on the Saturday prior to that Sunday's service. If they are available, go ahead to 
reserve them. 
 
If you really cannot attend, please click on "Contact the Event Organiser" in the email containing 
your e-tickets to cancel your tickets. 
 
Let us all be considerate when it comes to the reservation of tickets. 
 
Women’s Ministry Fellowship Event  
Date: 23 Jan (Sat)                              Time: 7.30am-10am                  
Event: “Break of Dawn”                      Meeting point: King Albert Park MRT station 
(Safe distance measures will be strictly observed at all times)  
 
We would like to invite all sisters to join us for a morning walk and breakfast fellowship on 23rd 
January. This will take place at the break of dawn! We will start our walk through the green 
corridor from King Albert Park to Star Vista and then break for breakfast fellowship (at our own 
expense). For those who are interested, please register with Geraldline at 96307682 by 20 Jan 
2021. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
U12 Sunday School Digital Registration 2021 (3 Jan & 10 Jan) 
For children born in 2018, parents please contact U12 Nursery Superintendent Sharon Tan at 
9736 6930 to register your child for U12 Nursery this year. 
 
For children aged 5 (Kindy 1) and aged 7 (Primary 1) this year, parents need to confirm the 
contact details sent by U12 Kindy Superintendent Daphne Ng to complete the transition and 
registration process. 
  
For other U12 children (aged 4, 6, 8 to 12), parents who are already in U12 parents’ chat groups 
only need to notify Sharon Tan (Nursery) or Daphne Ng (Kindy) or Suet Fong (Primary) if there 
are changes in your home address or handphone number. 
  
For parents who are new to our church community, please contact Suet Fong at 9870 6048 to 
register your child(ren) for U12 Sunday School (all levels from Nursery to Primary). 
  
Please note that U12 Sunday School Zoom lessons for all levels will start on 16 Jan (Sat) or 17 
Jan (Sun). 
 
Membership Class 
Date: 30 Jan, 6, 20, 27 Feb;  6, 13, 20 Mar (Sat)         Time: 10am - 12pm         Venue: To be advised 
  
Worshippers seeking to be baptised, confirmed or transferred during Easter on 3 April 2021 are 
required to attend this class. Please register via email with Mr Alvin Yip and indicate whether you are 
registering for baptism, confirmation or transfer.  
 
Pastoral Staff Away 
Preacher Png Eng Keat will be away on reservist from 08 Jan (Fri) to 15 Jan (Fri). 
 
Are You a Newcomer at True Way? 
If you are a newcomer who has just started tuning in to our 11am online service or attended our 
8.30am live service, we would like to connect with you. Do contact Ps George at 
george@trueway.org.sg and he will get in touch with you. 
 
Looking for a Discipleship Group (DG) 
If you have been worshipping with us for a while, we would like to encourage you to join a 
Discipleship Group (DG). For more information, please email Pr George Ang at 
<george@trueway.org.sg>.  
 
Digital Giving of Tithes & Offerings  
There are 3 ways to give our tithes and offerings: 
1)  PayNow - Launch your mobile banking app 

        - Scan the QR code using the app or key in UEN: T12SS0173B 
        - Indicate whether it is ‘tithe’ or ‘offering’ in the narrative field “Enter UEN / Bill 

Reference No.” 
2) Internet Transfer to DBS 1629002650. Kindly indicate your name and purpose (tithes 

offerings) while making the transfer. 
3) Write a cheque payable to "TWPC - English Congregation". Kindly indicate your name, 

contact number and purpose (tithes/offerings) behind the cheque. Mail the cheque to 156B 
Stirling Road Singapore 148947. 

Prayer Meeting Attendance : 24 



 

 

When a BMW hardly felt like an answered prayer 

 

Most of us are familiar with the idea of how God answers our prayers 

in the following 3 ways, namely “Yes”, “No” or “Not now”. But up till now, I 

will admit that I still cannot figure out what God’s answer is with regards to 

the car that my family is currently driving. This is because never in my 

wildest dreams would I imagine that I would drive a brand new Mercedes 

A200 in 2020 and after about 8 months later find myself cruising down the 

roads of Singapore in a BMW X1. Even if we could afford either of those 

vehicles, neither my wife nor I have ever any desire to own such “luxury 

items”.  

Furthermore, we had no complaints with our Honda Vezel which itself 

was an unexpected gift from my wife’s non-Christian uncle who is rather 

distant from us. We are so thankful that for almost 3 years, that car did not 

give us any trouble. With its comparatively lower fuel consumption and 

roomy boot space, the car had served our family well. Having the Vezel 

meant that it was more convenient for me to accompany my late wheelchair-

bound father for his chemotherapy and medical appointments. It also 

opened doors for my wife to reach out to the PFS Care Club children as she 

helped chauffeur them to church and back to their homes on Sundays. As 

the Vezel has come in so handy, our prayer has always been for God to help 

us maintain our car in such a good condition so that we can renew the COE 

after 10 years of driving it. 

Thus, when we received a phone call at the start of 2020 from the 

same uncle saying that he wanted to “upgrade” our car to a Mercedes, this 

offer came as a bolt from the blue. We tried explaining to him that such 

expense is totally uncalled for. Moreover, as a pastor, driving a Mercedes 

would put me in a somewhat awkward position and cause 

misunderstandings. The last thing our family want is to give others the 

impression that we are born with a silver spoon in our mouths or that we 

have some wealthy backer for all our needs.  

Unfortunately, no matter how we tried to turn our uncle down, he 

remained insistent. Even as we prayed to God to change our uncle’s mind, 

the latter stood his ground. For him, he was more interested in utilising the 

$10,000 deposit that he had placed with Cycle & Carriage (C&C) a year ago 

when he contemplated getting a Mercedes for himself than placing this 



deposit with C&C indeterminately. To be honest, we could hardly agree with 

his reasoning. But in order to keep the peace within the family, we 

reluctantly conceded to his decision.  

Yet in our hearts, I confess we found it difficult to be thankful for 

receiving such an expensive gift. We were bemoaning the fact that this uncle 

would have been a blessing if he had given us the cash to pay off our HDB 

mortgage instead of “splurging” (he had paid in full for the Mercedes without 

taking a loan) on a non-essential item. After all, we saw no value in owning a 

Mercedes when my family can continue driving the Vezel and get closer to 

achieving our goal of being debt-free. But alas, such a blissful state of being 

debt-free was not part of God’s plan for us at the moment. Given the 

complicated family dynamics, we just had to “make do” with something that 

we do not need and have never asked God for.  

To make things worse, it did not take very long before the Mercedes 

turned out to be a lemon. There were recurring issues and it meant making 

several trips down to the workshop. Over time, we realised that the 

ergonomics of the driver’s seat was causing backache for Sharon. It also 

didn’t help that the backseats were a bit too low for my in-laws and they had 

difficulty moving in and out of the car.  

As we prayed about this matter, my wife and I felt that we needed to 

share with our uncle about our negative experiences with the car. Initially, he 

was rather upset, thinking that the problem lay with us. It was not until he 

heard his friend’s daughter had similar problems with the same model that 

our uncle was willing to consider alternatives with regards to the car.  

But this presented us with another predicament. Although we were not 

keen to continue driving the Mercedes due to the various issues, we were 

also very mindful that getting another car within such a short span of time is 

not exactly a shrewd financial move. Moreover the brand that our uncle was 

thinking of switching to was BMW! As much as we are not the ones who will 

be forking out the money, we did not think that would be good stewardship. 

In addition, considering that several sectors have been adversely affected by 

the pandemic and people are losing their jobs, it is only befitting for 

Christians, especially Christian leaders to be known among other virtues, for 

their love for neighbours, prudence and modest lifestyle.  

Seeing that we were caught between a rock and a hard place, we 

committed our struggles to God trusting that he will provide us a way out. 

Then one day, we thought that God provided us a solution in the form of 

trading in our Mercedes A200 for a Toyota Corolla. We figured that this 

would be the most viable option as that would help our uncle save some 



money and the ubiquitous Toyota would not draw attention but serve as a 

good workhorse.  

Since we could not just sell the car unilaterally without getting 

permission, we thought of softening the ground by approaching our auntie to 

help persuade her husband. We called her on a Friday evening and we were 

so hopeful that by the end of the week, we would be given the green light to 

proceed. We earnestly prayed for God’s favour and were looking forward to 

a happy resolution. For us, the answered prayer would come in the form of a 

Toyota Corolla.  

But little did we expect that on Sunday, our uncle called and instructed 

us to come down to Performance Motors’ showroom. He had already made 

the downpayment and we only need to complete the paperwork. I suppose 

at that moment, a common response for most people when they have just 

received a BMW as a gift would be punching the air with their fists. For us, it 

felt more like a punch to our guts. It was as if our family have prayed in vain 

and that God was pulling our leg. Surely, this cannot be what it means when 

we say that “God is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think” 

(Ephesians 3:20) right?  

As I reflect on my family’s experience with the cars, I am reminded that 

God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9). In the same way that God 

extended his grace to Israel who was often unfaithful unto him and “sends 

rain on the just and unjust” (Matthew 5:45), it is God’s prerogative to decide 

how he will provide for my family. The assurance my family can have is that 

in contrast to any other human beings, God our Heavenly Father knows and 

gives what is good (Psalm 85:12, Matthew 7:11, James 1:17). There are 

certainly far more important and pressing issues that I should be praying 

about since God’s Word is clear on those matters. As for the BMW, I 

suppose it would suffice to leave it as just one of those “mysteries” which 

God remains silent about.        

 

Rev Edwin Wong 
10 January 2021 
 
 


