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It was a Sunday morning 
unlike any other in a long 

while. 

Some 400 True Wayans found 
themselves shuttling in cheery 
groups from room to room, 
up the church stairs and down 
again, travellers on a journey 
to various ‘countries’ around 
the world.

30 August was our first-ever 
church mission showcase. The 
‘countries’ were, of course, 
not genuine ones. They were 
exhibit-stations showcasing 
particular mission fields, 
their peculiarities, needs and 
histories.

We found ourselves listening 
to presentations about 
geography and history, rapt 
like young children. Because 
many of the stories were new. 
Because everybody else gave 
his heart to the day’s agenda. 
And because mission was 
coming alive to us in a way we 
never knew before.

A Presbyterian work

The morning began with 
a combined service. Our 
missions pastor Eddie Chandra 
preached a sermon entitled 
“Voices from the Lost”. He 
recounted the beginnings of 
the local Presbyterian church, 
such as how British missionary 
Benjamin Keasberry chose to 
remain in Singapore in the 
1840s - despite being en route 
to China - to minister to the 
local Malay community.  This 
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chronicle was particularly 
affecting to Rev Chandra, 
himself a Malay Christian. The 
seed grew and bore fruit in 
the soil that was Singapore.

Following the sermon, ‘native’ 
representatives from Japan, 
China, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
Thailand and the local Malay 
community came on stage. 
Arrayed in ethnic dress, we 
saw in them an embodiment 
of our church’s different 
mission fields. As they spoke 
in turn, we heard the “voices” 
of some of the peoples of the 
world, beloved of God, and in 
need of good news.

Doing things differently

Why do a mission showcase? 

Well, the novel idea was 
conceived because True Way’s 
missions committee felt that 
not a great section of our 
faith community was familiar 
with the church’s mission 
work. Or, at least, not in a 
comprehensive manner.

Traditionally, we’d relied every 
year on a packet of Mission 
Sundays during which external 
speakers were invited to come 
preach about missions. 

On those Sundays, a group 
of mission agencies - some 
three to six of them each time 
- would be invited to set up 
booths in the fellowship hall. 
There, after the church service 
ended, interested Christians 
would garner information and 
find ways to become involved.

It was an approach whose 
politeness could be criticized.

Also, the old Mission 
Sundays didn’t describe 
True Way’s own work; they 
mostly threw the spotlight 
on the mission activity of 
external organizations. They 
unwittingly encouraged us to 
see missions as other, or other 
people’s work.

It was time to recast our 
experience of mission as us, or 
ours.

By explicating how True 

Wayans were already planted 
in mission fields, we wanted 
to demonstrate how it was 
possible for our brothers and 
sisters to be in missions, that 
this was an imaginable 
reality.

The theology of mission

But as important as it is to 
learn about needs and activity, 
exactly why mission exists, and 
for what purpose, is a question 
we need first to answer. 
Without understanding why 
mission exists, we risk putting 
the cart before the horse. 
Without appreciating where 
God is in mission, we are in 
jeopardy of giving up when 
setbacks come. 

The English word “mission” is 
derived from the Latin word 
‘missionem’, originally used by 
the Jesuits in the 16th century 
when they sent their members 
abroad with the gospel. 
‘Missionem’ means “act of 
sending”. 

Mission was coming 
alive to us in a way 
we never knew 
before.

Ready to depart, a flight of spirited True Wayans complete their clearance checklist and await 
instructions for push-back. Photo by Jimmy Ang.

Rengit preacher Hong Wahseng (right) spoke 
simply, and in Mandarin, but Daniel Lim’s 
interpretation transmitted the deep hope of 
his words, touching many hearts. True Way’s 
work in Malaysia has grown and changed 
over the years. Photo by Jimmy Ang.
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The Oxford dictionary defines 
“mission” as “an important 
assignment given to a person 
or group of people, typically 
involving travel abroad.”

Shaped by the common 
understanding of the word, 
many of us understand mission 
in the church context as a 
ministry for the geographical 
expansion and propagation 
of Christianity. We tend to 
see church mission as sending 
missionaries overseas, giving 
financial support to mission 
work, and organizing, and 
even going on, short-term 
mission exposure trips.

But this is not correct. Mission 
is not primarily a ministry of 
the church. Rather, it is an 
initiative of God. 

God initiates mission

Mission springs from God. It 
is the initiative of God. The 
church exists because there is, 

first, God’s mission, and not 
vice versa. Mission is not a child 
or product of the church. It’s 
the reverse.

Thus God’s missional character 
is the starting place for 
understanding the church, and 
also our purpose as members 
of this community.

Mission is the process by which 
a loving God will transform an 
earth now spoiled by human 
sin and the powers of evil, into 
the new heaven and new earth 
of His redeemed creation. 
God’s mission purpose is to 
gather to Himself a people 
from all the nations of the 
world and this chosen people is 
to be His holy nation. 

God as Father is the source 
of mission, and He sent His 
Son Jesus Christ to initiate 
the redemption of the world. 
Christ, in turn, as head of the 
Church, commissions and sends 
her by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to all the peoples and 
nations of the world.

God’s nature, His works, 
and His will in the world, 
as revealed in the Bible, 
are foundational truths for 

mission. God’s thoughts 
on mission must shape our 
understanding of the church 
and its mission.

The Apostle Paul gave the 
gospel in a nutshell when he 
wrote “that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the 
Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-
4). Paul’s declaration that the 
life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus is in “accordance with the 
Scriptures” gives us a narrative 
both to see the world’s need 
for redemption and how God’s 
gracious work will accomplish 
it for us. 

Message and mission

God intends to redeem 
and restore the world, and 
redemption and restoration 
is found in Jesus Christ. Hence 
the message we speak when 
labouring in mission work is 
the gospel, the good news that 
God’s kingdom has come in 
the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 

When we urge others to repent 

of their sins, confess Christ as 
Lord, and trust Him, we know 
the gracious work of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection restores 
their relationship with God. 

A gospel-centered mission will 
involve calling individuals to 
place their faith in Jesus. It will 
also teach people that God 
wishes to gather them as one 
people dwelling forever with 
Him in a redeemed creation.

Disciple-making and mission 

In the Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:18-20, Christ 
tells His followers to make 
disciples wherever they go. 
Thus disciple-making is an 
integral and inseparable part 
of mission. The end-product of 
mission is faithful disciples of 
Christ, ready to produce more 
faithful disciples of Christ. 
While the work of making 
and multiplying disciples may 
be a local activity, it may also 
cross cultural and geographical 
boundaries.

New disciples need to know 
why mission exists, and why the 
church owns the mandate of 
mission.

There were some 44, 000 Thai 
people residing in Singapore 

in 2013, says a report published 
by the Joshua Project.

The Joshua Project is a 
non-profit organization 
that helps Christians learn 
about and get involved with 
unreached peoples. It publishes 
research examining ethnic 
groups around the world, 
disseminating data about 
how the Christian gospel has 
reached various communities. 
 
This number is significant 
when it is examined alongside 
the 2010 population census. 
The latter puts the number of 
local Thai residents who have 
become citizens or permanent 
residents as 5,650. This means 
about one-tenth of local Thais 
are citizens or permanent 
residents of Singapore.

About 85% of Thai people 
who are Singapore citizens 
or permanent residents are 
women.

The gender inequality arises 

because many local Thai 
women marry Singaporean 
men. Becoming permanent 
residents or citizens here is a 
sign of their rootedness, a step 
that says Singapore is their 
home.

True Way’s Thai congregation 
began meeting around 2001. 
At first, they were all women. 
The menfolk joined later. There 
were about twenty women, 
who held their first meeting in 
1998 at Life Bible-Presbyterian 
Church before they outgrew 
their small worship room, and 
decided to move to True Way.

From 2002, the Thai believers 
were ready to be received 
as ‘members’ of True Way’s 
English congregation.

Pannee Chia, 47, was one of 
the women who joined at that 
time.

Pannee left her hometown 
in Chiang Rai some thirty 
years ago, after she met her 
husband, Richard Chia, at the 
age of 17. Since then she has 

Going home
by Joyce Peh

A missionary to her own

continued from page 1

Rediscovering 
mission

Watered by prayer, a dream is changed into reality. Photo by William Neo.
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made Singapore her home. She 
has two grown daughters and 
two grandsons.

Since coming to the Lord at age 
17, Pannee has never stopped 
praying for her Thai friends 
and relatives in Chiang Rai. 
God eventually brought her 
parents, sisters and cousins 
to know Him personally. One 
sister and a cousin are now 
church pastors in Thailand.

Pannee: “I prayed twenty-
two years for my mother. Last 
time, she would laugh at me 
for being a Christian. Now she 
loves to pray. She prays every 
day!”

The tranquility of her life was 
shattered in 2009 when Richard 
suddenly passed away.

“He was everything to me,” 
says Pannee. “From when 
we met each other, he was 
my friend, my husband, my 
brother.”

Pannee and Richard had been 
planning to go to Chiang Rai 

two years, Pannee will focus 
on sharing the Gospel and 
teaching disciples. In the third 
year, she will work to build 
a church in her hometown 
village. 

“I pray this will be a good 
model for future missions in 
True Way,” Pannee says. “I 
believe we need to find people 
we can trust who’d do the 
work and stay the course. And 
we need to make sure we have 
a clear vision of what is to be 
done.”

Pannee is a realist. She sees 
the challenges that await her. 
She knows she is going home 
to a land that is staunchly 
Buddhist, and that only 0.5% of 
Thais are Christians. And with 
only ten Christians right now 
in her village of more than a 
thousand, Pannee knows she 
has her work cut out for her.
 
Although she cannot say how 
things would turn out, she 
smiles: “The Lord is before me, 
and the church behind me. I am 
not afraid!” n

Mission springs from 
God. It is the initiative 
of God.

to serve as missionaries to her 
hometown. For a long while, 
Pannee struggled to understand 
why God took her husband 
away so suddenly. 

“It was very difficult for me. 
Looking back now, I have come 
out of the crisis a stronger 
person,” Pannee says.

Indeed, the quiet Thai woman 
has found a new strength. 
And for three years, Thai 
pastor Mayuree Kim had been 
challenging Pannee to go to 
Chiang Rai. 

Without Richard.

“I kept saying no,” Pannee 
confides. “I’ve become very 
comfortable living in Singapore. 
I couldn’t bear to leave my 
family behind in Singapore.”

“Every time I prayed, I felt I was 
‘fighting God.’ I felt I was being 
disobedient. The thought of this 
made me cry.”

But Pastor Mayuree knew 

that behind her shyness and 
inadequacies, Pannee had a 
heart for Thailand.

Pastor Mayuree: “On her own, 
and without telling anybody, 
Pannee would support the 
Thailand mission work. 
Whenever she could, she’d fly 
back to her hometown to share 
the Gospel.” 

After a time of prayer and 
searching, Pannee finally 
decided that she would 
surrender her family, her 
comfort and her life to the 
Lord, and let Him take the lead. 
She says simply: “God wants me 
to go.”

In January 2016, Pannee will be 
“sent” by True Way to Chiang 
Rai, her hometown. 

A structured, three-year plan 
is in place. During the first 

Every believer a missionary

Isn’t it true that some 
individuals are specially 
gifted and called to become 
missionaries? Shouldn’t the rest 
of us be content to work in 
other areas? 

The problem with this view 
is that the Great Commission 
commands otherwise. Firstly 
when Jesus says, “I am with you 
always,” the word translated 
“you” is plural. In this Scripture, 
Jesus was making a statement 
to a group of eleven disciples. 
Questions have arisen over 
whether the Great Commission 
was just for eleven men, or if 
Jesus’ instructions were meant 
for all believers. 

That the command is meant 
for all believers is seen in two 
ways. Firstly, Jesus promises to 
be with us ‘till the end of the 
age’. This clearly goes beyond 
the life spans of eleven men. 
Secondly, the New Testament 
contains many examples of 
God moving ordinary men and 
women to bring the gospel 
message into many places 
and many spheres. Not just 
eleven men. After Stephen 
was martyred (Acts 7), many 

brethren had to flee Jerusalem 
but bravely took with them the 
gospel. Many early believers 
spoke to Jews. Many also 
spoke to Gentiles. Communities 
sprung up in Corinth, Laodicea, 
Ephesus, Colossae and many 
others because the early 
Christians believed the words 
of Christ were meant for them.

Christ Himself modeled 
the crossing of cultures by 
leaving His home with God 
the Father and the Spirit to 
come into our world to live in 
our earthly culture and speak 
our language. Christ was a 
missionary during His earthly 
life.

In the same way, every believer 
is a missionary sent by Christ 
to cross into a non-Christian 
culture, overseas or not.

Saving one life

In the acclaimed 1998 
World War II drama “Saving 
Private Ryan,” a group of 

US soldiers was sent on a 
mission behind enemy lines 
to rescue one person. The 
movie opens with the Allied 
invasion of Normandy in 1944. 
Two brothers from the US 
Army were killed in action. 
Earlier, in New Guinea, a third 
brother from the same family 
died fighting the Japanese. 
When the US Army chief of 
staff learnt that a fourth 
brother, James Ryan, was 
missing in action somewhere 
in Normandy, he decided he 
needed to save Ryan’s mother 
from further grief. This led to 
a difficult mission to find and 
rescue the young paratrooper. 
The head of the seven-men 
rescue team was a veteran 
soldier, Captain John Miller.

Almost immediately, the men 
in Miller’s team started to 
question the worth of risking 
their lives for one young 
man. The question grew in 
poignancy as the story reached 
its wrenching end. Ryan was 
rescued, but Miller and most of 
his men died. 

God’s rescue plan is many times 
costlier, and many times more 
inexplicable than the story of 
Miller and Ryan. God’s plan 
flings us out of our comfort 
zone.

Looking back

It’s now four months since the 
mission showcase. I remember 
the excitement and the 
camaraderie of the day. How 
the church marched through 
three floors to discover mission, 
in old and new ways. How we 
ate native foods, and received 
souvenirs. How we prayed in 
between stations.

My prayer is: “Awaken our 
hearts, God. Make us faithful, 
God.” n

Additional reporting by 
Lee Chung Horn

“The Lord is before 
me, and the church 
behind me. I am not 
afraid!”

A team affiliated with the English Presbytery 
Mission Committee explains its continuing 
work to tsunami-devastated areas in Japan. 
Photo by Jimmy Ang.
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An adventure camp to 
remember by Lee Chung Horn

As she stood before her 
group of six-year olds, 

Audrea Sze, 20, saw they were 
new to each other, and very 
shy. “But they warmed up fast, 
and were soon yelling out 
answers to me!”

“I was little when I watched  
the movie. It must have been 
a re-run because I wasn’t even 
born when the movie first  
came out.”

Neither the 121 kids who 
attended the camp, who were 
treated to a segment of the 
famous movie, as well as a 
cartoon recounting the story of 
Liddell’s life. Liddell competed 
in the 1924 Summer Olympics in 
Paris, and became a missionary 
to China a year later. 

Audrea: “In the breakout class, 
I was astonished that some of 
my kids knew what the word 

‘missionary’ meant. They told 
me a missionary is a person 
who moves overseas to tell the 
good news.”

The breakout sessions were 
packed with fun and games, 
allowing church volunteers 
to interact with their young 
charges. The lesson was: life is 
a race, and everyone runs it. 
A Christian runs it for God, he 
trains and disciplines himself, 
so that nothing stops him from 
running his race well.

Elder Chong Yoke Fooi, who 
led the church team for the 
camp: “Our publicity started 
in September. We hung a big 
banner in the sight of the MRT 

trains plying Commonwealth 
Avenue. Our camp details 
went out to the Queenstown 
families we visited during our 
mid-autumn festival tracting. 
And we went all out to get our 
congregants to invite the kids 
of unchurched colleagues and 
friends.”

Out of 121 campers, more than 
90 did not previously have 
relations with True Way.

A university student in early 
childhood, Audrea said: “I’m 
really a first-timer, and have 
loads to learn. I think my best 
memory is the faces of my 
kids as they worked earnestly 
to map out Liddell’s amazing 
life.”

“At the camp, I saw the 
children open their hearts to 
God. I saw the beginning of 
faith.”

Chong, and his team of nine 
teachers and fifteen assistants, 
prayed at first that the 
haze, which had enveloped 
Singapore for months, would 
disperse.

“Many parents were asking us 
what would happen if the PSI 
reached a dangerous level,” he 
said.

“But by early November, the 
haze went away. Then the rains 
came, and we found ourselves 
praying for good weather!”

That faithful prayer was 
answered when the skies 
turned beautiful for the 
vaunted Saturday program 
at HomeTeamNS Bukit Batok 
Adventure Centre.

Dennis Mok, 59, took charge 
of the oldest kids from Primary 
5 and 6. He recounted: “I 
was so proud that all my 
kids completed the outdoors 
program. Seeing them high up 
in the air above me, I found 
myself praying and cheering 
them on.”

Indeed, spirits were high as 
the kids fearlessly climbed a 10 
metre high rock wall, walked 
across rope bridges strung 
between towers, and rode 
an exhilarating, high-altitude 
zipline!

Life is a race, and 
everyone runs it. A 
Christian runs it for 
God.

If Peter walked on a sea, why can’t we walk 
across the sky? Photo by Jonathan Tham.

A barnacle in the sky, a fearless girl. Photo 
by Jonathan Tham.

It was November, school was out, and True Way’s annual 
adventure camp was starting. This year’s theme was the 
life of Scottish missionary-athlete Eric Liddell. Besides 
encouraging the kids to live their lives as a race for God, 
the camp also inspired the hearts of our adult volunteers.
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Druce Teo, 26, got involved 
when he went to pick up 
registration forms for his 
father, who had wanted to 
invite a friend’s children. “I 
became one of three bus 
aides,” said Druce. “I’d never 
done this before.”

Druce made sure his Primary 1 
and 2 kids got on the right bus 
to the adventure centre, and 
that nobody got left behind. “I 
had to handle parents, telling 
them not to whisk their kids 
away. It was important that 
we accounted for every one 
of our children before saying 
goodbye to them.”

“For me, the great part of the 
camp was seeing the kids enjoy 

themselves. I would love to 
help again next year,” he said.

Children ministry director Chan 
Suet Fong: “I am thankful that 
God has touched the hearts of 
so many children.”

Audrea said: “I want to use the 
gifts God has given me, so that 

I may serve Him.”

Dennis: “A week before the 
camp, I went to study Eric 
Liddell’s life for myself. What I 
discovered moved me. I hadn’t 
taught Sunday school for a 
while, but I knew I wanted to 
bring everything I’d learned to 
my children.” n

What I learned as a 
worship leader by Soh Lay Bin

I am not a musical person. I 
don’t sing very well. So I felt 
my lack of these gifts would 
compromise my effectiveness.

However, I felt a strange 
impulse that God was inviting 
me to join Him on a new 
adventure, so I agreed to give 
it a try.

This year is my seventh year 
running as a worship leader 
in church. Looking back, it 
gladdens my heart to testify 
of God’s amazing grace and 
mercies. He has taught me 
numerous lessons through the 
years.

Jehovah Jireh, my Provider

At a dedication service, I 
remember a church elder 
prayed that God does not call 
the “qualified”. Instead He 
“qualifies” the called. How 

true! Because I don’t sing well 
and can’t read music notes, 
God gave me strong support 
singers and a very helpful 
band leader during the first 
few years. They helped me 
find my feet. Their presence 
encouraged me, and brought 
me much joy in service. I 
learned not to focus on my 
lack of ability. Instead, I saw 
how my mustard seed faith, 
because it is true faith from 
God, has grown in ways that 
transformed me.

God has given me many small 
victories to prepare me for 
larger ones in greater ways.

I was first asked to lead 
worship for our church camp 

in 2008. I remember saying yes 
immediately to Elder Corinne 
Liu, when she asked me. This 
was because I didn’t want to 
be a group leader at the camp. 
Of the two tasks, leading 

worship seemed the less 
disagreeable.

Later, when she asked me to 
serve as a worship leader in 
the regular Sunday morning 
service, I hesitated. I was very 
aware of my limitations. 

“I saw the children 
open their hearts 
to God. I saw the 
beginning of faith.”

God does not call the 
“qualified”. Instead 
He “qualifies” the 
called. 

continues on page 6

The 10 metre-high rock wall is studded with 
young bodies. Photo by Janice Ong.

Rookie volunteer teacher Audrea Sze helps 
her class learn about running the race of life. 
Photo by Audrea Sze.

The sight of stout-hearted courage brought us a stream of hope – in our children, ourselves 
and the promises of God. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

A worship leader watches, listens and learns every chance she gets. Photo by Lee Chung Horn.
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Grace upon grace

To lead others in worship, 
I learned that I needed to 
nurture a deep devotional life 
with God, and give intentional 
effort to spiritual disciplines. 
This meant spending more 
time with God, to hear Him. 
I learned to read more and 
reflect more. How the inner 
life needs to be yielded to 
divine control!  

As I drew close to God and 
glimpsed His holiness, I had a 
great sense of my sinfulness 
and unworthiness. I saw how 
my worship (and worship 
leading) would be fake and 
empty if I didn’t turn from my 
sin. So each day I worked to 
cultivate my spiritual vitality. I 
returned to the generosity of 
my first love.

God cares more about my 
heart than the externals. He is 
looking for a humble, broken 
heart, not a brilliant mind.  
Like Paul, I sometimes feel 
that I am the chief of sinners 
(1 Tim 1:15). Surely, no one 
deserves to be in leadership or 
ministry but for the grace of 
God.

Working together

Two or three days before 
Sunday, I would meet the 
support singers and church 
musicians to prepare and 
practise. This rehearsal doesn’t 
happen in many churches, but 
it is a requirement in True Way.

We prepare so that we do our 
work well. My job as worship 
leader is to select songs and 
write prayers that reflect the 
liturgical season and sermon. 

When the worship team 
meets, we get down to work. 
Sometimes the rehearsals 

are easy when people arrive, 
having done some preparation 
work. Sometimes the 
rehearsals are slow. 

On many occasions, I have had 
people stand in the gap to 
direct the band, and marshal 
the support singers. My heart 
is filled with gratitude. These 
Christians have not only taken 
the pressure off me, they 
have graciously covered my 
weaknesses.

Adjusting expectations

I have learned to manage 
my expectations. No one 
is perfect. We will fail and 
disappoint each other. This 
happens all the time during 
our rehearsals. But God 
still chooses us. Because 
Christian worship is rendered 
to God, every person is an 
equal partner. There are no 
superstars in the kingdom of 
God.

We must be “big” enough to 
do small things so that the 
body of Christ may be built up.

Second chance

I was enthusiastic, zealous and 
diligent in the beginning.  I 
bought prayer books to help 
me craft my prayers. I read 
books on worship to learn 
what it was all about. I spent 
lots of time on YouTube to 
learn how songs were sung.

However, over time, I grew 
lazy. As I became more 
experienced, I was able to 
work less and faster. My 
fervour waned. Do you know it 
is easy for the worship leader  
to recycle her old prayers?

When I realised that I hadn’t 
always given my all, I asked 
God to rescue me from my 
sin. I need to guard against 
complacency and not settle  
for anything but my best.

God’s yoke

I am an introvert and don’t 
like to be out in front of 
people. For the first few years, 
I found myself taking leave 
from work on Monday because 
leading Sunday worship was so 
overwhelming that I needed 
a day to rest from my Sunday 
experience.

I thank God I have now 
learned to be less self-
conscious. Jesus said, “For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is 
light.”

But if you’d asked me if being 
a worship leader was light 
or easy in my first few years, 
I would not have been able 
to give you the answer you 
expect to hear.

Prayer 

I’m not good praying 
spontaneously, so I write 
everything out. I have learned 
that the Holy Spirit could 
move me as I write, just as 
surely as He could move others 
to pray on the spot, totally 
impromptu. 

By thoughtfully preparing 
my prayers, I know they 
would be ‘attuned’ to the 
sermon and songs. What an 
encouragement it is to see 
that the various elements of 
the Sunday service are not 
disconnected entities but part 
of a larger tapestry!

An unnerving incident

I recall one particular Sunday 
when my work responsibilities 
and worship leading nearly 
came to a head.

I had a major IT system rollout 
on the weekend that I was 
to lead the worship service. 
That Saturday evening, when 

In Short by Lee Chung Horn

Goodbye and hello

We bid farewell to Mr Koh 
Ngiap Joo who faithfully 

system users began to report 
problems, my heart sank. 
It looked like I would have to 
keep working for another 24 
hours! I sent a text message to 
my brother-in-law, Peter, to ask 
if he would be my substitute 
worship leader. His reply was 
“God will make a way.”

As it turned out, the system 
had to be shut down for 
maintenance. But we were to 
stand by for instructions to re-
start the roll-out. 

I didn’t sleep that night. 
Coming to church, I didn’t 
even feel well. I was distracted. 
After the first service ended, I 
rushed to make several phone 
calls. I was in the middle of a 
frantic call when I glanced at 
my watch. It was 11am! I ran 
back and my heart felt like 
it would burst as I stood on 
stage. But God’s grace kept 
me, and the service proceeded 
smoothly.

A truth

I was told, when I started, that 
serving God was an honour. In 
the middle years, this became 
a realization. Now, it is a daily 
truth for me. n

continued from page 5

What I learned 
as a worship 
leader

God cares more 
about my heart than 
the externals.  He is 
looking for a humble, 
broken heart, not a 
brilliant mind. 

When I started, 
serving God was an 
honour. In the middle 
years, this became a 
realization. Now, it is 
a daily truth for me.

served as our church manager 
for eleven years. Ngiap Joo will 
go on to work at the Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
Singapore. We welcome Mr 
Gary Mok who will take over 
Ngiap Joo’s role.

Christmas baptisms

On Christmas Day, nine adults 
and six infants were baptised. 
One person was confirmed, 
and we received three 
members through transfer of 
membership. n

New church manager Gary Mok. Photo by 
Jonathan Tham.
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continued from page 8

A Cuppa

an environment where parents 
and kids could listen and talk 
to one another about all sorts 
of things. Don’t just talk about 
homework. Don’t just give 
instructions about chores and 
responsibilities. 

Let’s open up our homes to 
our children’s friends. Let them 
hang out at home, do projects 
at home. 

How may youth ministries 
use social media to positive 
ends? 

I think we can’t escape from 
social media. But we can show 
teens how Christians use social 
media differently from the 
world. We speak respectfully 
on social media. We don’t put 
people down. We don’t take 
revenge. We speak truth. We 
model love. In our posts, we 
practice forgiveness.

When a controversial issue 
is being discussed on social 
media, we show our young 
people why the Bible doesn’t 
only make rational sense, but 
brings good. We avoid quick 
answers. We avoid simplistic 
sound-bites. We admit issues 
are complex. We keep the 
conversation going. By 
allowing youths to arrive at the 
right conclusions themselves, 
we show them they can think 
for themselves, and correctly.

We can point our youths past 
trivial obsessions to what has 
true value. We put links to 
meaningful essays. When we 
post photos, we could make 
sure our photos celebrate 
authenticity and humility. 
We don’t need to Photoshop 
ourselves to perfection.

There’s a lot that parents 
could begin to do.

A common temptation is to be 
a helicopter parent. Helicopter 
parenting is micro-managing 
your child. It’s taking over her 
life. Maybe that works with 
very young kids. With youths? 
I don’t think. What’s of greater 
value is equipping our young 
people with God’s Word so 
that they are empowered to 
make their own responsible 
decisions.

If you’re a helicopter parent, 
don’t be surprised you’re not 
your child’s Facebook friend or 
Instagram follower.

Aren’t you a member of the 
YZ Facebook community?

Yes, but I don’t rely a lot 
on social media. I enjoy 
interacting with people face 
to face. The discipleship 
group leaders are really the 
ones working the ground. If 
there’s a pastoral issue, I’ll 
be informed. Thankfully, our 
YZers are generally sensible 
young people.

Do good youth programs 
draw families to church? 

I would say yes. A good youth 
program is always a plus for 
any given church. A strong 
Sunday school, too. And for 
that matter, any life stage-
specific ministry. 

Youths and teens see and 
experience the world 
differently from adults. To 
reach and teach them, some 
tailoring of our programs is 
needed. We disciple them. 
They need to be shown how to 
put God’s truth into practice, 
in ways that are meaningful 
to their context. Beyond the 
program, we really want to 
integrate our young people 
into a community where they 
grow, serve and play together. 
We want a culture where 
youths are encouraged to rise 
to faith challenges.

What are examples of faith 
challenges? 

Here are some. We ask our 
youth: are you willing to share 
your testimony at the main 
service? Will you teach an 
English class during the mission 
trip? Or, are you willing to be 
one of the worship leaders 
on Youth Sunday, and stand 
before the church? Many 
adults would have stage 
fright! Our youths understand 
this. They see how their faith 
and faithfulness is bound up in 
these decisions and situations. 

In YZ, we constantly pray and 
ask how we could get YZers 
to move from where they 
currently are, and step up to 
the next level. I’m encouraged 
when our youth are willing 

to be stretched, and when 
they desire to be a blessing to 
others. They will learn to trust 
God when they come out of 
their comfort zone. I know 
this.

Researchers say youth 
learn through “imitating” 
and “playing” adult roles in  
their youth programs. Are 
there danger spots in such 
an approach?

I’m not sure what you mean 
by “imitating” and “playing” 
adult roles. It’s probably better 
to understand that since every 
Christian is a member of a 
larger body, he is expected 
to serve others. This means 
our youths man the PA, lead 
worship, plan camps. They 
learn to be good stewards 
of their spiritual gifts. They 
demonstrate love through 
service. If this is an ‘imitation’ 
of adult roles, I think it’s a  
good thing. 

Youth work takes time. And 
fruit takes time. So a church 
must be prepared to go the 
long haul. I think a most 
important resource is to 
have mature, godly adults 
and couples who love young 
people. Nothing beats opening 
up your life to young people, 
and showing them why, 
despite life’s turns, you’re still 
passionate about Jesus.

How easy is it for you, as 
a youth minister, to get to 
know your young flock?

It’s getting harder to know 
everyone. We have so many 
young people! Besides trying  
to talk to them before YZ 
begins, or during fellowship 
activities, I also try, whenever 
it is possible, to join in a DG 
when they study the Bible. 
This way, I get a better glimpse 
of who our youths are, and 
what’s on their minds.  
 

What about parents? Have 
they become your partners 
in your work, or have they 
been hard to deal with?

Well, our parents have been 
largely supportive. I have 
received encouraging feedback 
from them. It’s also been a 
wonderful experience to have 
had parents join us for mission 
trips. It means a lot to me and 

the DGLs when some parents 
have hospitably sponsored 
nice suppers during YZ camps! 
These kids are hungry!

What struggles and 
frustrations have you had 
being a pastor working 
with youths? Don’t tell 
us about youth pastors in 
general. Tell us about you.

I think my struggle has had to 
do with exercising patience 
and keeping trust. In my flesh, 
I’d thought some of our 
youths would grow up fast, 
or faster. Instead, it has been 
one step forward, and two 
steps back. I guess it’s my 
anxiety, or just the fact that I 
had hoped they would go so 
much farther. I have known 
disappointment.

Sometimes I get impatient 
when I have to nag about 
simple things like clearing 
up the rubbish, putting away 
handphones during Bible 
study, and not arriving late for 
meetings.

There were occasions where 
I’d caught myself becoming 
wary. Wary because I realised 
somebody had let me 
down again. For example, a 
few years ago, I had some 
reservations about baptising 
several of our boys but 
thought that I’d go ahead. 
Regretfully, some of them are 
now not regular in church, and 
one seems to have dropped 
out. I don’t want to stop 
believing in our youths, or 
my instincts. But I won’t stop 
praying for them.

I’ve also seen that while many 
youths are diligent students 
in school, not all of them 
seem to care deeply about 
understanding their faith, or 
making sense of how the Bible 
addresses the big issues of life, 
or engaging their friends with 
the Gospel. 

All this weighs on my heart, 
sometimes.

But youth are a gift from 
God.

Yes, they are. The Psalmist 
reminds me children are a 
blessing. They are arrows in 
the hands of a warrior. May 
our quiver always be filled 
with them (Ps 127:3-5). n
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A Cuppa with Rev Edwin Wong 

A Cuppa is a column of conversations on current issues in the True Way church family, and the church at large.

continues on page 7

TOGETHER: What are 
some scales that 

churches may employ to 
understand how successful 
their youth ministries 
are?

REV WONG: Instead of the 
word ‘successful’, I’d prefer 
the word ‘healthy’. Success can 
sometimes be an inadequate 
concept. We know, for 
instance, that a ‘successful’ 
person may not be a holy or 
healthy individual.

To a large extent, I feel a 
healthy youth ministry is a by-
product of a healthy church. I 
feel it’s important that there 
isn’t too much of a dichotomy 
between age-specific ministry 
and the larger congregation. 
There’s a place for life-stage 
ministry, but youth ministry 
is a constituent of the larger 
faith community, and should 
always be seen this way. If a 
congregation is healthy, then 
her youth ministry cannot be 
too far off, where vitality is 
concerned. 

But can’t healthy 
congregations have dull, or 
faltering youth groups?

We need to make some 
assumptions. We need to ask: 
are adults passionate about 
following Christ? Are parents 
discipling their children? Do 
their children understand the 
Gospel? Are parents maturing 
spiritually, and do they have a 
sense of belonging? Are they 
are participating in church life, 
and reaching out to others? If 
these are correct assumptions, 
then we may expect youth 
ministries to be healthy.

At the end of the day, the 
Bible is clear about what God 
desires of His people. The goals 
of a youth ministry may be 
found in this desire. In True 
Way, our mission is ‘Love God, 
Make Disciples’. YZ has that 
same mission.

How has social media, and 
its attractiveness to young 
people changed the face of 
youth work?

Well, social media offers us a 
glimpse of what’s going on in 
the lives of our youths. Youths 
have taken to expressing their 
creativity and energy using 
social media. You’ve seen 
communities spring up because 
of social media. We, adults and 
seniors, can become part of 
these communities. 

Why is this glimpse into 
the lives of our youths 
important?

The glimpse is really about 
understanding each other. 
Loving another person requires 
us to get to know the other 
person, his likes and dislikes, 
his dreams, disappointments, 
opinions. If we want to build 
bridges and grow friendships, 
we need the glimpse. 

But youths don’t always 
want adults in their world.

It’s important that we don’t spy 
on, or stalk our children. This is 
not easy to do. It takes time to 
build trust. And I think it’s only 
fair that if we want to read our 
children’s Facebook pages, we 
should welcome them to our 
own Facebook pages.

Wait, do you really think 
youths are interested in 
what their parents and 
seniors are writing on 
Facebook?

Youths want to express their 
opinions. They want to be 
heard. They want to get the 
attention of others.

But like us, like all human 
beings, youths are hard-
wired for relationships. They 
experience a powerful desire 
for community, they want to 
belong. What youths dislike 
is for people to talk down 
to them, or offer quick, 
unsolicited comments. They 
definitely don’t want people 
to run their lives for them. 

Social media has been 
studied and debated 
by academics and non-
academics. A lot has been 
written about its positive 
aspects and also its 
dangers.

Social media is a double-edged 
sword. Social media often 
breeds narcissism. If youths are 
constantly logged on, there’s 
a worry that they may lose 
touch with real life. Certainly 
there’s a lot of attention-
seeking in social media, there’s 
a preoccupation with being 
popular. Posts sometimes, 
unwittingly or intentionally, 
fuel envy. And youths 
sometimes attack, bully and 
shame people they don’t like.

What can we do about 
this?

If parents have strong bonds 
with their children, there’s 
very little need to rely on 
social media to know what’s 
happening in their lives. We 
should start building trusting 
and open relationships when 
our kids are young. Cultivate 

Rev Edwin Wong and a congress of young people. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

For the last four years, Rev Edwin Wong has worked 
with Youth Zone, the church’s youth ministry. He meets 
TOGETHER, and shares his thoughts about youth work. 


