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The Church Singing!

I stand.

It’s Sunday. I’m in the church 
sanctuary, in the third row. 
People to my left and right, 
and behind, are rising to their 
feet. We’d just heard, and 
are responding to, the call to 
worship.

The worship leader is speaking. 
She is telling us God’s power is 
alive in the world. She is asking 
us to declare His glory.

The music begins. The church 
is singing!

Sunday to Sunday, this routine 
is familiar, yet new. Faithful 
Christians gather in churches 
around the world, eager to 
proclaim allegiance, affirm 
creeds, visit belief, confront 

doubt, behold mystery, receive 
grace.

As the song ends, I ask myself 
again: I’ve been coming to 
church a long time. What do I 
think of Sunday worship?

I could examine this question 
from two positions. 

had no band. Things were 
simple. Some Sundays, there 
wasn’t even a pianist. I sang 
in a small group, mainly to 
minus-one cassette recordings. 
The form has changed. But the 
role, and much of the content, 
was the same. I was a servant 
in the business of worship. 

The second position is more 
fundamental. I was a person 
in the congregation. A 
worshipper, come into the 
house of the LORD.

Moving between these two 
positions, I learned about 
liturgy and traditions, how 
churches craft worship formats, 
how different churches do 
things differently. Whether 
I stand in front or inside a 
congregation, I yearn to 

hear the words, music, voices, 
longing to see how they fall into 
a weave, and feeling joy when 
I see the weave tug at human 
hearts, freeing the hallelujah, 
and sending it God-ward. 

Appreciating Sunday

I’m aware Christians aren’t 
always on the same page when 
it comes to worship. Depending 
on who we are, we often tend 
to see the Sunday worship 
service in different ways.

We don’t all, for example, 
know why our order of service 
is constituted the way it is. Not 
all of us know why confession 
precedes doxology, or why we 

The music begins. 
The church is singing!

First, in recent time, I’ve been 
part of a wonderful worship 
team comprising musicians, 
worship leaders, singers and 
sound technicians. In the 
eighties, I led worship, learning 
to pray publicly, guiding 
congregants from introit to 
postlude. In the old days, we 

We are worshippers, come into the house of the LORD, but we all see the Sunday service in different ways. Photo by Jonathan Tham, digital work by Emma Lee.
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make our announcements at 
the end. What do we know 
of the work that goes behind 
putting together a worship 
service? Who are the people 
involved, and why have we 
called them?

Part and whole

Congregants sometimes 
tell me: “Oh, did you think 
the worship was a bit 
unsatisfactory today?” When I 
ask them to tell me what was 
unsatisfactory, they struggle to 
put a finger on what exactly it 
was that made them squirm.

During announcements, 
a church elder says: “We 
welcome everyone and we 
trust that you worshipped the 
LORD!” This seems to suggest 
that we may have come to 
church, sung praise songs, 
gathered around Word and 
sacrament, and yet have failed 
to worship the LORD. One 
doesn’t presume the other. Is 
this true?

These two questions have 
convinced me that often only a 
part of any church community 
is going to be interested in the 
nuts and bolts of the Sunday 
worship service. But every 
one of us, because we are 
all sensual and experiential 
beings, is going to have an 
opinion on how we have 
experienced the service.
Thankfully, it is a grace 
that  we all grow in our 
understanding and practice. 
This grace of growth happens 
in worship as well. Therefore 
it’s certainly a truth that we 
could come to church, join 
with the faithful, and yet not 
experience true worship. 

Remember when we were 
young Christians? The 
novelty – strange litanies, 
new melodies, unfamiliar 
actions – held us in thrall. We 
were on the outside looking 
in. We longed to learn the 
new syntax and grammar. 
Week to week, the Holy Spirit 
deepens our knowledge 
and experience of Sunday, 
changing us from watchers 
and listeners to participants 
and communicants. 

The Holy Spirit moves us 
forward in grace and beckons 
us in. 

Paul’s line from 1 Cor 13 about 
a growing and future reality 
rings true: “For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, 
but when the perfect comes, 
the partial will pass away.”

The worship wars 

For two decades, possibly 
longer, the Christian church 
was embroiled in worship 
wars. The fighting was most 
fearsome in the Western 
church, where mainline 
churches with declining 
attendances fought to keep 
their flocks in and their doors 
open. But congregations in 
Asia and the rest of the world 
were not spared. 

“faithfulness” a cover for a 
fear of change?

All of this, of course, became 
particularly urgent because 
young people were leaving the 
church.

The worship wars are less 
frenzied today. Some people 
say the fighting’s over. Many 
churches have found peace by 
resorting to having multiple 
services with different 
musical expressions. Signs and 
websites routinely advertise 
“contemporary, traditional and 
blended services.”

I’m pretty sure I don’t know 
all the right answers, or the 
wisest solutions. But I have a 
few convictions that sound 
true to me.

We like what we like

First, I have sympathy for 
the observation that we’re 
often too quick to criticize 
congregational leaders who 
want to break with the “one-
size-fits-all” approach that 
older denominational models 
once assumed worked.

But I also feel convicted that 
progressive leaders should ask 
themselves: are we making 
decisions from a consumerist 
viewpoint, seeking to cater to 
the preferences of our flocks, 
or segments of our flocks? 
Are we adding services as a 
response to complaints? 

It’s helpful to remember, on 
some level, that our aesthetic 
references and musical 

judgments are intuitive: 
we like what we like. Our 
musical preferences are 
many, changing according 
to a panoply of factors: we 
want sad songs when we’d 
had a tough day, and we 
prefer our music to be bouncy 
when we’re out jogging 
with our buddies. In the last 
two decades, technology 
has enabled us to choose 
and customize an unlimited 
number of stylized playlists, 
one for every conceivable 
occasion, and all for an 
audience of one—me.

When our instincts are so 
firmly programmed by 
our habit of customized 
consumption, we’re in for a 
shock when we come into 
a church service. Instead of 
getting to choose the music, 
we are forced to sing music 
we’re not familiar with. 
Accustomed to peppy youth 
vernacular like “Just hold on,” 
and “Shine on me, Jesus!”, 
our tongues trip over words 
like “hither,” “all sufficient 
merit,” “in Thy presence to 
abide”. We scratch our heads 
because we don’t know what 
a line like “Here I raise my 
Ebenezer1” means. And where 
has our groove gone? Don’t 
tell me about “Adagio” and 
“Andante”—just give me back 
my BPM!2

You get the point. Doing 
music in church is a world 
away from making playlists 
on our iPhones.

The Church 
Singing!

The Holy Spirit 
changes us from 
watchers and listeners 
to participants and 
communicants.
The stakes were high as 
Christians struggled to answer 
the question: How do we do 
worship in the 21st century? 
Should we stop singing 
hymns and throw out the 
church organ? Shall we turn 
worship over to praise bands 
– electric guitar, electric bass, 
drums, keyboards? Do God’s 
redemptive purposes work 
better with “high church” 
or “pop contemporary”? 
What does cultural relevance 
look like? When is Biblical 

Singing soothes souls, lifts heads, and connects us to each other. Photo by Leong Peng Mun.

1 This line begins the second verse of the 
hymn Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing. 
It refers to the account in 1 Sam 7:12.

2 Abbreviation for ‘beats per minute’
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What happens when we 
sing

Music and singing serve a 
social function. In social 
settings, secular and religious, 
singing does many things. It 
soothes troubled souls, lifts 
defeated heads, and helps 
connect us to one another.
 
We may not be conscious 
of this, but we tap into this 
social function when we 
sing at weddings, birthdays, 
football games, campfires, and 
funerals. We gain something 
from the experience. 
 
Historically, singing was an 
important part of social 
meetings. People gathered 
together at socials, and 
standing around a piano or 
a radio, would sing out the 
songs they knew, and learn 
new songs from others. 
 
In our modern world, we’ve 
stopped a lot of our singing. 
Instead we expect others to do 
it for us. 

 
Singing to worship

Social scientists and 
psychologists have written 
millions of words on social 
capital and cultural capital, 
and their Impact on the 
sustainability of communities.

In Christian worship, the 
social capital invested in 
singing is touched and 
transformed by profound 
spiritual realities. Paul 
in Colossians 3:16 writes 
about this, “Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.” A likeminded 
passage in Ephesians 5:18–19 
tells us not to get drunk, but 
instead to “be filled with 
the Spirit, addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the 
Lord with all your heart.”

In these two passages Paul 
reminds us that singing 
is not just about finding 
comradeship. Paul commands 
the whole church to sing in 
thankfulness to God. This 
refrain of people praising 
and thanking God also 
reverberates throughout the 
Old Testament (Psalm 9:11, 
30:4, 33:3, 47:6).

If social solidarity is not the 
point, neither is passive 
observing. You are not in 
church to watch the band 
or the singers. You’re not 
there to sing along. In a true 
sense, you are the performer. 
The whole church is in a 
performance to God. In 
church, music isn’t something 
we consume but something 
we create. We make music 
to give glory to God. And we 
make music for the good of 
the Body.

Worship clearly demands that 
you start thinking of yourself 
as a part of a larger body. 
In our technology-addled 
world, we forget that this 
singing is corporate rather 

than individual. This is an 
essential point. When Paul 
prays for the church in Rome, 
“May the God of endurance 
and encouragement grant 
you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 15:5–6), he is 
teaching a canonical truth 
about unity. The one voice he 
refers to may not expressly 
be a voice of song, but why 
exclude this possibility when 
so much of Scripture calls us 
to sing?

Sometimes I feel we could all 
check our music preferences 
at the door. The point of 
music in church is not that 
Christians would have a 
private, customized spiritual 
experience of the presence of 
God as they sing. Instead, the 
crux of worship is that we 
would give our lifted voices 
to others, surrendering our 
voices so that they become 
one voice which praises God 
and proclaims his salvation, 
compassion and grace. In the 
process, we break our wills, 
reminding ourselves that 
what we are as individuals 
is less important that what 
purpose the reigning, cosmic 
God has called us to. If we do 
this, I think we may surprise 
even ourselves.

Who gets to choose?

So who gets to choose the 
music, the songs? Many 
churches would give this task 
to the pastor. If the songs of 
the church ought to be built 
on, shaped by, and saturated 
with the word of God, 

wouldn’t the pastor be the 
most qualified person for 
this job? 

In many churches, the 
answer to this question 
would be yes. But in other 
congregations, the answer 
might be no, particularly 
if there is only one pastor 
and he is not musically 
perceptive. These churches 
might hire a music pastor or 
worship pastor. Still others, 
like True Way, turn to a team 
of lay worship leaders who 
are called and trained to 
take on the task.

What are the losses and gains 
in a church polity that relies 
so heavily on volunteers? The 
arguments on both sides of 
the debate are reasonable and 
well-intentioned. Giving the 
job to volunteers builds unity 
and allows spiritual gifts to be 
used for the Body. It reduces 
the load on the clergy, it is 
often a tremendous personal 
faith builder for volunteers.

The downside may look 
forbidding. More volunteers 
often means more dissension. 
There is greater irregularity 
in standards and a broader 
range of practice. When the 
congregation is multi-ethnic, 
the air gets even murkier since 
cultural diversity would need 
to be balanced with Biblical 
faithfulness.

We make music to 
give glory to God. 
And we make music 
for the good of the 
Body.

Worship clearly 
demands that you 
start thinking of 
yourself as a part 
of a larger body.

continues on page 4
When Christians lift their voices in praise, the social capital of singing is transformed by 
spiritual realities. Photo by Leong Peng Mun

Young people worshipping with adults catch a glimpse of the larger demographic of young 
and old. Photo by Jonathan Tham.
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The Church 
Singing!
Still, it is not impossible for 
churches to find careful, God-
honoring solutions to the 
question of designing worship 
formats and choosing music. 
The learning curve may be 
steep for beginner-volunteers, 
but pastors and elders would 
not fail to see grooming 
and training lay volunteers 
as ultimately life-giving and 
loving. And love covers a 
multitude of errors.

Playing the music

True Way is blessed with a 
stable of incredibly gifted 
church musicians. Church 
musicians craft the music for 
worship leaders, singers and 
congregants. The truth is: an 
amazing amount of holy work 
gets done at rehearsals that 
is invisible to congregants. 
Church musicians worry about 
keys, tempo, bridges, codas, 
diminished chords, segues. 
If you are not a muso, their 
language might stump or 
frustrate you. I have heard 
people say rather ungraciously: 
“Why are we fussing over 
whether this song ought to 
be sung in A or D?  Why have 

we spent this money on the 
sound system? I’ve worshipped 
in churches where there is 
no piano! Where there’s no 
electricity!”

We certainly need to 
remember that worship 
doesn’t depend on how good 
the music is. The goal of 
worship is to give glory to God 
and bring good to the Body. 
You don’t need the Tonight 
Show band or the best backup 
singers to make worship 
happen. 

But a worshipful community is 
served and lifted up by gifted 
musicians who are steadfast 
in their tasks. I think of 1 
Chronicles 25 which lays out 
an astonishingly long list of 
people appointed by David 
to “be in charge of music” in 
the temple. We read about 
Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun, 
and their families. With David, 
music was not an addendum 
or a postscript to worship in 
the temple.

While we need to guard 
against pride in our music 
making, we should not be 
afraid to give thanks to God 
for the unfathomable grace of 
song and music. We should not 
be afraid to give thanks for 
a spirit of excellence. Daniel 
6:3 says, “Daniel distinguished 
himself above the governors 

and satraps because an 
excellent spirit was in him.” 
And 1 Corinthians 10:31 
instructs, “Whether, then, you 
eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.” 

We certainly need to pray for 
church musicians and worship 
teams because the temptation 
to define “excellence” in 
terms of performance is real. 
The line is often hard to see 
because these people, many 
of whom I know and love, if 
for no other reason than the 
fact that they have received 
artistic gifts, are often the 
volunteers in our midst who 
care very deeply about their 
work and service. Musicians 
and singers need to grow in 
their craft and practice. This 
is a task of great grace. We 
can pray for this. Like all of 
us, our worship teams need 
to become forgiving, cross-
bearing disciples of Christ.  

A point of art

Art is a part of the image of 
God in which man was created. 

So there is nothing wrong with 
singing harmonies, writing 
counter-melodies, or reshaping 
hymns. Beauty and artistry 
glorify God. 
 
Unlike animals and machines 
which do not relate to art, 
man, as God’s image-bearer, is 
both an art-maker and an art-
appreciator. Art is part of our 
human nature from the very 
beginning. The impulse comes 
from the Creator-creature 
relationship. 
 
In every age, the church has 
called on the arts to lend 
expression to the beauty of 
her faith. The arts bear witness 
to the spiritual aspirations of 
humanity, the mystery of faith, 
and the quest of that supreme 
beauty that has its source and 
fulfillment in God.

Singing a new song

When churches sing, their 
new hearts are an echo of 
the Word which has poured 
new life into them. Their 
songs may come from the 
sixteenth century or today, 
but they echo Scripture. 
When churches sing, they 
remember that God Himself 
breathed song and music 
into his creation. 

A minister from Michigan has 
these words: 

We praise you, O God,
who raised your voice and 

sang your Spirit over the 
chaos of creation

to make all that is beautiful 
and good and precious in 
your sight. 

We rejoice in you, O God,
who gave songs to the 

prophets,
melodies to the people who 

you saved from flood and 
fire and famine.

We celebrate you, O God,
who David delighted in dance 

and poetry,
who Miriam gave glory with 

cymbal and drum.

We worship you, O God,
with all saints and angels from 

every time and place,
gathering our hearts and 

voices to sing to the glory 
of your name.

Holy Holy… n
Christians from Presbyterian congregations join their voices as one during this year’s Easter Convention. Photo by Leong Peng Mun.

Man, as God’s 
image-bearer, is 
both an art-maker 
and an art-
appreciator.
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  Singing is important. We  are called to sing. When 
God’s Word dwells in us richly, singing is the natural 

result (Col. 3:16). If God sings over us in happy song (Zeph. 
3:17), we who bear God’s image should sing in return.

Understand why you are singing the chosen song. Even if 
the worship leader doesn’t tell you, it’s not hard to see 

whether the chosen song is a song of commitment, or a 
prayer to make, or that it is the preached message from 
the Bible. Knowing why helps you to sing “in spirit and 
in truth.”

 Appreciate the broad range of human experience and 
emotion in the music. The music on Sunday has (or 

should have) words for happy Christians, dejected 
Christians, tempted Christians, and all in-between 
Christians. Life is complex. Many of us come to church a 
little bit ragged at the edges. We can be real.

Sing out! Whether you’re a church elder, deacon, pastor, 
staff or in the congregation, sing out! Thrushes and 

croakers – God loves you equally. Off-key singing is better 
than no singing. Untrained but united voices are a joyful 
noise to the Lord. Asian congregations struggle doing 
this because, well, they’re Asian. And Presbyterian folks 
should definitely not believe the lie that Presbyterian 
worship means lifeless worship.

Singing is team work. In many churches, singing is 
often the only part of worship that is a visible 

expression of togetherness and contemporaneity. It’s ok 
to close one’s eyes when singing, but when Paul says to 
“speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs” (Eph. 5:19), doesn’t that mean we could be 
looking at one another when we sing? Worship in church 
is not personal quiet time. We sing for each other’s good 
and His glory.

Five things about 
worship to practise 
(and practise 
again!)

The Christian life demands faithfulness in practice. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

In Short by Lee Chung Horn

New senior minister

Rev Lee Kien Seng was 
inducted as senior minister 
and moderator of our English 
Congregation on 5 Jan 2014.

Easter Convention

The English Presbytery 
gathered its congregations 
in a trio of services from 16 
to 18 April to observe Lent 
and Easter. This year’s Easter 
Convention was helmed by Dr 
Tan Kim Huat, Academic Dean 
and Chen Su Lan Professor 
of New Testament at Trinity 
Theological College. Titling his 
messages God Misunderstood: 
The Church, the Criminal 

and the Cross, Dr Tan spoke 
vigorously of how discipleship 
is often misrepresented, how 
we look for mercy in the 
wrong places, and how the 
Cross forces Christ followers to 
realize their need. 

Easter baptisms

On Easter Sunday, we baptised 
17 adults and youths, receiving 
two others into communicant 
membership through 
confirmation, and four others 
through transfer. Three infants 
were also baptized. True Way 
has two baptism services 
annually - at Easter and 
Christmas.

Dr Tan Kim Huat spoke at Easter Convention 2014. Photo by Alex Lim.



6

continues on page 7

As Christians we are 
called to worship God in 

spirit and truth (John 4:24).  
Worshipping in spirit involves 
the heart; worshipping in truth 
requires a proper knowledge 
of God. While worship may 
take different forms, it 
should always have the same 
objective and the same object 
– God. British songwriter Matt 
Redman’s song goes: “I’m 
coming back to the heart of 
worship, and it’s all about you, 
Jesus”.  

Adult Christians who 
understand the Word 
understand the essence of 
worship. What about children, 
what do they understand 
about worship?  

To appreciate how children 
perceive worship, I conducted 
a simple survey.  One evening, 
I casually asked my 7-year 
old son: “Ben, tell me, what 
does worship mean to you?”  
He gave me a look, trying 
to understand why I asked, 
and searching his mind to 
find a suitable reply.  In that 
brief moment of hesitation, 
I imagined words of wisdom 
coalescing in his mind. 

“Worship is … the submission 
of all of our nature to God.  It 
is the quickening of conscience 
by His holiness, nourishment 
of mind by His truth, purifying 
of imagination by His beauty, 
opening of the heart to His 
love, and submission of will 
to His purpose. And all this 
gathered up in adoration is the 
greatest of human expressions 
of which we are capable and 
therefore the chief remedy for 
that self-centredness which is 
our original sin and the source 
of all actual sin.”

Worship is heart and action
By Chin Tze Ting

His word, lah!” I smiled. That 
simple definition works.

As I went about speaking to 
several other kids, it became 
clear that in the child’s world 
there is very little separating 
the expression of worship from 
worship itself. To children, 
worship is an action verb 
that is closely associated with 
singing, dancing, clapping 
to the rhythm of a song, or 
reciting a passage from the 
Bible. Sharon Tan, 45, a pre-
school worship leader agrees: 
“Children usually view worship 
in the context of coming to 
Sunday school, where they 
gather together to sing songs 
of praise, and pray to God.” 
 
Primary schoolteacher Ruby 
Ng, 57, is also a volunteer 
Sunday school teacher for 
more than 20 years. Ruby: 
“Worship is that part of 
singing praises to God before 
the “serious” lessons take 
place in a classroom.” 

Appreciating how children 
view worship is important. 
Rev Tan Cheng Huat, who had 
served with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, believes young 
children are capable of 
understanding the essence 

of worship: “The psalmist 
declares that God has taught 
little children to praise Him 
perfectly (Matt 21:16, Ps 8:2).

“If you search the Scriptures, 
you find that Deut 6:4-9 offers 
a blueprint to parents. Parents 
are to teach their children to 
love and worship the LORD.”

Is it important for young 
children to know what 
worship is? If children don’t 
understand what worship is, 
wouldn’t worship devolve 
into a routine that’s fun, but 
one that ultimately misses the 

point? Wouldn’t a simplistic 
view of worship shape a wrong 
understanding of God? 

The answer to this important 
question is: Simplistic does not 
mean wrong.

God doesn’t ignore young 
persons just because they’re 
young. In fact the Bible tells 
us about many young persons 
whom God cared about 
and treated with love. We 
remember the stories of Moses, 
Samuel, Isaac and Joseph.

Worship is the 
submission of all of 
our nature to God.

Well, he didn’t say that.  
Those words came from 
William Temple, Archbishop 
of Canterbury from 1942-44.  
Ben gave me a more prosaic 
response: “Worship is singing 
and praying to God, reading 

Children grow through observing adults in worship. Photo by William Neo

Teaching the very young to worship requires faith and imagination. Photo by Jonathan Tham.
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The task of teaching children 
to worship takes different 
approaches for children of 
different ages. For children 
from pre-school to lower 
primary level, the approach 
takes a more physical form. 
Teacher Sharon explains: 
“Children have a short 
attention span. So we try to 
constantly impress upon them 
during worship service the 
knowledge of an almighty God 
who is omnipotent, perfect 
and deserving of our praises.  
When we pray, we teach 
them to adopt a posture of 
respect - eyes closed, hands 
together. Our teachers use 
broad hand movements. Older 
children in our groups tend 
to follow instructions better. 
The younger ones, well - some 
can’t even sit still!”

Daphne Lim, 44, who helps at 
kindergarten level observes: 
“At this age, few children 
would understand theology, 
but we try to help them 
learn in practical ways. For 
example, I would encourage 
the kindergarten children to 
sing sweetly to God, giving 
Him their best. I tell them, God 
is pleased when we give our 
heart to Him wholeheartedly. 
That is a theological truth.” 

This reminded me of the words 
of John Wesley, who in his rule 
of singing, urged worshippers 
to “sing lustily with good 
courage, and not as though 
you are half dead or half 
asleep!” and “Above all, sing 
spiritually… aim at pleasing 
God.”

Observe young children during 
a worship service and you will 
see the beauty of innocence. 
Children are impressionable 
and accept explanations 
delivered with love, even if 
they do not fully appreciate 
them.  Properly guided, they 
can sense the gravity and 
sanctity of worship, although 
they have yet to grasp the 
greatness of God or the 
administration of His grace 
in their lives, both lessons 
necessary for the conversion of 
knowledge into an authentic 
faith. 

In older children, beginning 
from around P3, worship 
becomes more complex. 
These kids are beginning 
to move from simple 
acceptance to questioning. 
Children at this age have a 
wider circle of friends from 
diverse backgrounds; they 
encounter mass media; they 
are introduced to different 
worldviews; they begin to see 
differences between what they 
experience in the world and 
what is taught in the Bible. 

They become more self-
conscious, and fitting in often 
becomes more important than 
understanding religious truth. 
During Sunday worship service, 
older children are likely to go 
through the motions. They 
don’t sing with the same 
gusto or perform actions like 
younger children. Teacher 
Ruby: “Older children don’t 
easily accept what we say, and 
some of them have questions 
but don’t ask. It’s important 
that teachers engage them 
sensitively, and try to offer 
answers.” 

Like adult believers, children 
should learn that while their 

first experience of it may have 
taken place inside a church, 
worship is not confined to any 
physical setting. After all, God 
is spirit and we can worship 
Him anywhere. Worship has 
an emotional dimension and 
is not just the reciting of 
memorized words or a set of 
rituals. When we intercede 
for others in prayer, that’s also 
worship. 

Daphne: “Children can learn 
how to worship God through 
their lives. They can be taught 
that God desires worship that 
is sincere and true.” In Isaiah 
29:13, God spoke: “These 
people come near to me with 
their mouth and honour me 
with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me.” God knows 
the condition of our heart   
and is pleased when we come 
to Him in true obedience 
(1 Samuel 15:22). 

Learning by example is a vital step in the spiritual formation of young children. Photo by 
William Neo.

for children to worship with 
their parents in the sanctuary 
before they come to Sunday 
school. They would learn so 
much about worship just by 
observing older worshippers!  
Parents can also teach their 
children how to be respectful 
and quiet when worship 
begins.” 

An old African proverb wisely 
says: “It takes a village to raise 
a child.” Indeed when children 
are patiently brought into a 
worshipping community, when 
we graciously give them an 
opportunity to see themselves 
inside a larger demographic 
of young and old, they receive 
a spiritual schooling that may 
be bigger than that afforded 
from merely staying inside a 
Sunday school classroom.

Parents often ask: “When 
should my child start attending 
worship with me?” Or they ask 
older parents: “How do you 
survive a service with small 
children?” These are difficult 
questions, but when children 
are led by God-fearing adults, 
they imbibe new lessons and 
learn to embrace true worship.

What are the signs that this 
is happening? Sharon: “We 
catch a glimpse of this when 
a young child says: ‘I am not 
afraid of the dark because God 
is with me.’”

Or it could be a realization of 
wrongdoing, and a prayer of 
repentance.  

Our child’s journey of faith 
is a long and perilous one. 
Wonderfully, it is a journey we 
can make with him. n

Observe young 
children during 
a worship service 
and you will see 
the beauty of 
innocence. 

continued from page 6

Worship is heart 
and action

Children learn through role 
modelling and the best place 
to begin is at home. There, 
parents must take the lead to 
impart the correct attitude of 
worship. The Bible is explicit 
on who is responsible for 
the upbringing of children. 
“Fathers … bring children 
up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph 
6:4). Chan Lai Chun, 59, a 
helper with the kindergarten 
class, shares: “It’s a good idea 

Daphne Lim, Chan Lai Chun, Ruby Ong and Sharon Tan are volunteers in the U12 ministry. 
Photo by William Neo.
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Now you’re a Christian, 
what’s next? by Mickey Chiang

So, you’ve just become a 
Christian or are thinking of 

becoming one. What does it 
really mean to be a Christian? 
What should we be doing 
after accepting Jesus as our 
Lord and Saviour? Is it enough 
just to “attend church” every 
Sunday? 

Jesus’ call to his disciples, his 
close followers, was simple. 
Typically, he said: “Follow 
me” (Matt 9:9). And they 
did, leaving whatever they 
were doing, whether it was 
fishing or collecting taxes, and 
followed him. We Christians 
today are also followers of 
this same Jesus who led his 
disciples to countless villages 
and towns where he preached 
the good news of salvation. 
Jesus also taught how people 
should live, and he healed the 
sick, the lame, the blind, the 
deaf and other handicapped 
people wherever he went. He 
also cast out demons. 

In other words, Jesus showed 
his disciples what to do and 
how to do it. He sent them 
out in pairs to practise what 
they had learnt: preaching, 

teaching, healing and casting 
out demons (Matt 10). As 
recounted in the book of Acts, 
the early church faithfully 
did all this. We, as Jesus’ new 
disciples, are to do this, too.  

But who is to train us to do 
all this? After all, Jesus is no 
longer physically present to 
train us. That may be true, but 
then what Jesus did is recorded 
in the New Testament portion 
of the Bible – to guide and 
train us in what we should 
do. So, learning to read and 
understand the Bible is vital. 

One good way to learn this 
and to know Jesus better is to 
practise what is called Quiet 
Time, preferably every day or 
as often as possible, at least a 
few times every week. Choose 
a time and place each day 
when you can be alone and 
undisturbed for at least half 
an hour. Jesus is reported to 
have gone to a solitary place 
at night or at daybreak to be 
alone with God. I have found 
that being inside a park or 
by the sea, surrounded by 
beautiful things God made – 
sky, sea, greenery, sunrise or 

sunset – helps me focus on 
God, feel His presence, and 
worship Him. 

For each QT session, decide 
which portion of the New 
Testament you want to study. 
It may be best to be systematic 
and work your way from the 
book of Matthew, then Mark, 
Luke and John and down to 
Revelation.  But before we 
start reading a Bible passage, it 
is helpful to begin with prayer.  
How do Christians pray?

Christian prayer is simply 
speaking to God as we would 
speak to a loving father, in 
a respectful and worshipful 
way.  It is not reciting a list of 
petitions or requests, and it is 
not just repeating someone 
else’s prayer.  Jesus taught his 
disciples what is now called 
the Lord’s Prayer. This is a 
model prayer that teaches us 
how we should pray. In the 
Lord’s Prayer, we start by 
focusing on who God is and 
how great He is. “Our Father 
in Heaven” reminds us that 
God is not a man on earth. 
He is in Heaven and above all 
things: how mighty He is! The 

word “father” reminds us that 
our relationship with God is 
one of love between a father 
and child. 

“Hallowed be your name” 
reminds us that God is holy. 
“Your kingdom come and your 
will be done” tells us God is 
our King and His will shall 
prevail. When we understand 
how great and loving God is, 
we will praise and worship 
God and have full confidence 
that He has the power and the 
love to answer our prayers.

We should of course pray 
reverently, with respect, and 
praise God for how wonderful, 
great and powerful He is, 
worshipping Him as the 
eternal, true, living and loving 
God. In worship, our attitude 
and posture is one of humility. 
After all, we are bowing down 
to worship the King of heaven 
and earth.  It is the duty and 
joy of every Christian to love 
and worship God. 

The Bible doesn’t give a formal 
definition of worship. But we 
can start with understanding 
that the word “worship” 
comes from two Old English 
words: weorth, which means 
“worth,” and scipe or ship, 
which means “quality”. So 
worth-ship is the quality of 
having worth or of being 
worthy. Worship means to 
declare worth, to attribute 
worth. 

This is a purpose for which we 
are called. “You are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you 
may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light” (1 
Peter 2:9) We are called for 

Christian prayer is 
simply speaking to God 
as we would speak 
to a loving father, 
in a respectful and 
worshipful way. 

Learning to read and understand the Bible is important. Photo by Leong Peng Mun.
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the purpose of praising God, 
worshipping God.

Prayer is a major part of 
QT. It is a private two-way 
conversation with God and 
goes beyond petitioning; it 
seeks to encounter God and 
to know Him in a personal, 
loving way. It is not a case of 
us doing all the talking.  So 
we should not quickly look up 
after prayer but should remain 
bowed and silent for a while 
when we finish, to hear God’s 
reply in our heart or mind, and 
sometimes even in our ear. 

If we enter QT expecting to 
encounter God, we are very 
likely to encounter him. It 
is electrifying to feel the 
presence of God and more 
so to hear Him reply to your 
prayer! 

Now, how should we read 

the Bible during QT or during 
Bible study sessions? There are 
various ways. One way is to 
read a passage through quickly 
to get the general meaning, 
then read it again slowly, 
keeping an eye out for things 
we might have missed. As we 
do this, we could ask God to 
give us a proper understanding 
of the passage.  

After reading a passage and 
understanding its meaning, we 
should ask ourselves how we 
may apply it to the situation 
we are in. We should also 
ask: what more have I learnt 
about God? But what we learn 
during QT or Bible study is not 
merely for our information 
(though that is important), 
but should be practised or 
heeded as soon as possible. For 
instance, if we had just read 
a parable, we could tell it to 
someone around us, as Jesus 

did, and explain its meaning as 
Jesus did. Some Christians keep 
a journal of these insights to 
remind themselves from time 
to time. You might want to do 
the same. 

Praying and communing with 
God grows spiritual intimacy 
with our Father. 

Paul is an important source 
for what first-century churches 
did and how they operated. 
But Paul says very little about 
worship. References to church 
worship are found only a 
few times in Paul’s letters. He 
doesn’t tell us how we should 
worship. This is because Paul 
sees worship as something we 
are to do all the time.

Worship, to Paul, is the 
giving of our whole self, our 
thoughts and emotions, to 
God’s use. All of life is an act 

of submission, of worship. Paul 
uses worship-related words in 
rather surprising ways. Romans 
12:1 is one of the better-
known scriptures: “I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God – this is your 
spiritual act of worship.”

Becoming a Christian is the 
start of a long, interesting 
and wonderful journey. God 
reveals things, and Himself, to 
us a bit at a time. As we learn 
more and more about how 
great, powerful, amazing and 
loving God is, we cannot help 
but love, praise and worship 
Him. n

their children. We shared our 
food. Stress was alien.

How did you meet your 
husband?

I was born and raised in the 
same town. Since we were very 
communal, we knew who’s 
who. He was a writer for a 
newspaper. I wrote for a local 
newspaper, too. My writing 
was more sporadic than his.  

How did you come to know 
Christ?

I’m a fourth generation 
Christian. My conversion was 
gradual. I came to know the 
Lord through reading a lot 
of books, especially books on 
apologetics. Reading books led 
me to God’s Word. Oh, there’s 
so much more to know and 
learn!

How did you find your 
calling?

In 1990, I attended a three-
day music camp and learnt 
the foundations of music. I 
remember this was the time 
that music became a college 

continued from page 10

A Cuppa
subject. I got enrolled in the 
first batch. My interest in 
music took flight! I was very 
shy and timid but in two years, 
I found myself playing the 
keyboards for worship services 
and conducting choirs. Many 
young people joined the choir 
just for the sake of singing 
together. But they eventually 
came to know the Lord. All 
this changed me, and I realized 
God was calling me to serve 
Him in the worship ministry. 
It opened the doors for me to 
further my studies.

How? 

I got invited to conduct 
choirs for big events. In 1996, 
when the state of Manipur 
celebrated 100 years of 
Christianity, I conducted the 
combined choir of about 350 
singers of the local church 
association. Church leaders 
came to talk with me. They 
encouraged me to go for 
further studies. One of them 
was a good friend of the 
principal of Singapore Bible 
College.

Was the adjustment easy 
for you when you came to 
Singapore?

I landed in Singapore on 18 
July 1999. To come to a foreign 

land all by myself was not 
easy. I knew I would miss my 
family, Naga food, and, above 
all, the warm fellowship of 
church members on Sundays. 
In the air, I prayed the plane 
would turn around and return 
to Kolkota. I remember feeling 
very lonely on Christmas day. 
It rained incessantly, and 
there was nobody to spend 
Christmas with. 

How do Christians worship 
in Nagaland? 

With technology, many things 
have changed since I left 
Nagaland. One thing’s the 
same - congregational singing. 
We love singing in parts. Few 
kampong churches rely on 
music instruments. People 
just sang their hearts out! We 
didn’t have a lot of liturgy.

How nice to hear that 
almost everybody knows 
to sing parts!

Yes, even regular congregants. 
Our older-generation 
Christians used Ira Sankey’s 
hymn book. We grew up 
hearing the parts in the church 
so we knew them by heart. We 
just decided which parts we 
were most comfortable with, 
and sang them. 
 

What genres of music do 
you like most?

I love all kinds, so it’s tough 
to nail just one. I’m really 
into singing and teaching 
people to sing, so I guess my 
favourite would be musicals. 
With musicals, you need to sing 
and act. You need to mean 
what you sing. I love watching 
emotions and facial expressions. 
I really liked watching Hugh 
Jackman perform “Oh What 
a Beautiful Morning” from 
Oklahoma! I love the way the 
Phantom sang “Music of the 
Night”. When I heard Alfie 
Boe’s sing Les Miserables’ 
“Bring Him Home,” I had no 
words, only tears. 

What conversations about 
music have you had with 
True Wayans so far?

I heard stories about how long 
True Way has come, musically. 
Some people miss the good 
old days. But many people are 
positive about what young 
people can do. 

At the end of a long, tiring 
day, what gives you joy?

I find joy when I realize I have 
heard the Holy Spirit and 
obeyed him totally. There are 
no short-cuts to joy. n

Becoming a Christian 
is the start of a long, 
interesting and 
wonderful journey.
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A Cuppa with Loli Sani 

A Cuppa is a column of conversations on current issues in the True Way church family, and the church at large.

Loliro Sani served at Glory 
Presbyterian Church for six 

and a half years, and joins 
True Way as our new worship 
director.

TOGETHER: What is your 
music background? Did you 
grow up around music?

Loli: I grew up listening to 
music all day long. It was 
normal for my siblings and 
I to sing while we did our 
household chores. As we grew 
older and learnt to use the 
family’s cassette recorder, we’d 
take turns to play our favourite 
songs. Since there were six of 
us, we had to fight! Abba was 
our favourite. When the power 
supply died, we used pens and 
pencils to wind up our cassettes 
so that when the electricity 
returned, our favourite song 
would be in the air! How we 

loved recording our voices! 

We also secretly recorded our 
parents’ conversations so we 
could play it back and surprise 
everybody. Mischief was part 
of our young lives. When 
CDs came, our repertoire 
expanded.

My dad bought us a used 
German acoustic guitar and 
taught us how to play A and D 
chords. The rest is history! The 
guitar was quite big and our 
fingers were too tiny to hold 
its neck. But we learnt anyway. 
We often carried the guitar 
and sang everywhere we went.  
As a family, we often sang in 
the church. When we went to 
college, we joined the choir, 
coming home during term 
breaks to sing in the church. 
Eventually the church choir 
was born, and I returned to 
conduct the choir often.

Do you play any music 
instruments?

I grew up playing the guitar 
and eventually learnt the 
piano. I play the hand bells too.

What is your role in church?

My role is to oversee the 
worship ministry in the church.  

Are there ways that would 
help you grow into this 
role?

Worship is a way of living – 
living in response to what God 
has done for us. I don’t think 
it would be possible for me to 
‘oversee’ the worship life of 
every True Way worshipper. 
Neither can I teach people to 
worship except to tell them 
we worship in spirit and truth 
(John 4:24). We can’t worship in 
spirit alone, for spirit without 
truth is helpless. We can’t 
worship in truth alone, for that 
would be theology without 
fire. I know I need to learn to 
be a worshipper of the Lord. I 
need to know God. I need to 
understand the church culture 
by working closely with the 
pastors, church leaders and 
worshippers.

Where did you do your 
seminary studies? What did 
you study?

I studied at Singapore Bible 
College. I did my bachelor’s 
in church music, majoring 
in composition. I also did a 
master’s in pastoral counselling. 

How should Christians 
employ music in worship, 
and in their lives?

Music is a means and not an 
end in itself. We employ it to 
express ourselves to worship 
God.

How has the church in its 
long history viewed and 
used music?

First century historian Josephus 
wrote that the early Christians 
sang whenever they gathered. 
Singing was bound up in their 
lives. When the Reformation 
came, congregational music 
and singing grew by leaps 
and bounds. Great hymn 
writers like Charles Wesley, 
John Wesley and Fanny Crosby 
arrived. It became the norm to 
write new songs for crusades 
and revival meetings. Billy 
Graham’s crusades had new 
music all the time. And of 
course Bach’s associations with 
the Church proved beyond 
measure that great, culturally 
important music could come 
from the Church. 

Things are different today.
Today, our relationship with 
music has changed. Our 
focus is the choice of songs 
and the styles we employ 
to sing them. Churches may 
choose conservative formats, 
contemporary formats, or 
blended styles. Churches 
sometimes disagree on these 
things. We need to stay 
humble. More than what 
we could do with music, our 
Maker desires our fellowship.

What was growing up in 
Nagaland like?

Nagas are very communal by 
nature, and life is laid back. 
I grew up in a ‘kampong’ 
setting. I grew up running 
across rolling hills and fields, 
crossing rivers to go to school, 
and having a pet all the time. 
We had power failures often, 
so we studied under a candle. 
I was a child of the soil. The 
whole neighbourhood was our 
playground. We could take 
our plates and walk to our 
neighbour’s house to eat with 

continues on page 9

Loliro Sani is our new worship director. Photo by Jonathan Tham.


