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A

merican actor Michael
J. Fox once said, “I
am careful not to confuse
excellence with perfection.
Excellence, I can reach for;
perfection is God’s business.”
So what were members of
Youth Zone (YZ) and Young
Adults Ministry (YAM)
thinking when they named
their August evangelistic
event Sounds Perfect?
Held beneath the stars
at the rooftop of YMCA
International House, Sounds
Perfect was a showcase of
the talents of my church’s
young people as they played
music, sang songs and acted
skits, offering glimpses of the
world youths inhabit.
This world is stuffed full.
Emotions. Insecurity. Longing.
Epiphany.
Growing up may be tough,
but it is transformative. We
never become perfect; but
coming to this realization, we
become wiser.
Sounds Perfect was a great
title because we wanted to
remind ourselves how we
would never live perfect lives,
no matter how hard we try.
We wanted to tell our youth
and young adult communities
that our dogged efforts to
build relationships, resumes
and muscles are always
stained by the reality of sin
in our lives. Sometimes, we
can only watch when the fall
comes.
But when it does, the fall
beckons us to return to the
grace of God through Jesus
Christ.
As a starting point in the
project, this realisation was

When best friends Constance Chiang (left) and Valencia Wong meet to plan their grad trip, their friendship is tested by confrontation and
confession. Photo by Jedidiah Lim.

This world is stuffed
full. Emotions.
Insecurity. Longing.
Epiphany.
important to us. Whether or
not we made perfect music
or put up perfect drama, we
all wanted to introduce the
perfect Saviour to the nonbelieving friends we were
making plans to invite.
Auditions for the singing
roles took place in April,
while the scripts for the
skits slowly made their way
through the assembly line.
The selected performers were
mostly new faces with little or
no stage experience. Though
many of us were not quite dry
behind the ears, we pushed

Isaac Tan and Michelle Chiang were the evening’s MCs. Photo by Jedidiah Lim.

10 August came.

breeze blew through the
people who had gathered
to enjoy the food before the
show. And after months of
work, Michelle Chiang and
Isaac Tan were having their

There we were! A mild

continues on page 2

forward in our preparations
for the event, trusting that
with God’s guidance, it would
work out.
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Sounds Perfect!
first go at being MCs. But
they got the crowd going
with their witty puns and
infectious enthusiasm.
Then all eyes were on our
stable of singers as they
trooped up the stage.
Markham Chan, Chester Chia,
Debbi Koh, Sophia Han and
Benjamin Tan opened the
show with ‘Rhythm of Love’.
Our next set of songs and skit
examined the struggle youths
have with how they look to
the world. The two songs
Markham sang, ‘Just The
Way You Are’ and ‘Demons’,
reminded us how readily we
are attracted to outward
appearances, and how we
all have private areas in our
lives that we’re unwilling to
reveal.

Benjamin Tan and the band go through the paces. Photo by Jedidiah Lim.

Self-esteem and
insecurity are players
in a game every
generation stumbles
through.

Following this, our first pair
of actors for the evening
appeared, Linus Lee and Lek
Hui Meng. Their locker-room
antics had the audience in
stitches, but nobody missed
the story’s proverb - how
self-esteem and insecurity
are players in a game every
generation stumbles through.

Growing up may
be tough, but it is
transformative.
Chester and Debbi introduced
the next segment by
performing songs about
love. When they finished,
the tone of the evening
became darker with the next
skit. Constance Chiang and
Valencia Wong are university
buddies, meeting to plan
their upcoming grad trip
when their playful discussion
about dreams becomes a
frightening confession about
compromise and failure. In
brave exchanges, the two
argue about sexuality and
self-worth, with Constance
finally breaking down in
tears. It was a cathartic
moment, and several
audience members were seen
trying to hold back tears. As
the dramatic segment ended,
Sophia stepped up to perform
Corrine May’s ‘Crooked Lines’,
a song about how only God
could make our crooked
paths straight.

who had just returned from
the UK, Gerald challenged the
non-believers in the audience
to consider the important
questions the night’s fare had
thrown up.
The team that put everything together. Photo by Jedidiah Lim.

We all prayed like crazy at
that moment for our friends.
After the event, singer
Chester Chia said: “This was
my first time performing
before a crowd like this. I’m
so thankful the team helped
me overcome my anxiety.”
Gracia Lee: “When everything
came together that night, I
really felt the work I’d put in
had meaning, after all.”

Food for the stomach before food for the heart. Photo by Jedidiah Lim.

Our last skit of the night was
presented by Gracia Lee and
Hannah Mok. Dressed in their
school uniforms, they were
best friends in the throes of
sitting their major exams.
They talked about grades,
missing church, parents,
faith, school, and praying.
Benjamin then took the stage

to perform ‘What Life Would
Be Like’ and ‘What Faith Can
Do’, songs that reminded us
of God’s grace and the work
He has accomplished.
The last person on stage
was Gerald Lee, who shared
his take on the night’s
proceedings. A fresh graduate

Tan Yi En, the project’s
coordinator and advisor, said:
“It was a joy. I was a mentor.
For me, it was a journey of
learning to let go, and letting
the younger ones plan and
run the show.”
I have come full circle. My
opening question was: did we
know what we were doing,
naming our project Sounds
Perfect?
Well, perhaps we did, because
we saw a loving and perfect
God at work. n
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Missions: signs of new
growth
by Joyce Peh

Honest appraisal
demands a search
for solutions, and
there are many in the
offing.
En Shyang: “The students
loved the camp. They were
so enthusiastic. They had
great affection for us. Many
were crying on the last day of
camp.”
He adds: “Not only do mission
workers get an opportunity to
sow the seeds of the gospel,
they are involved in mercy
relief.”
Jason Tan tells the campers what makes a winning team. Photo from the missions team.

I

n the last several years, in
our church, I see signs of
growth.
Of increasing missions
awareness. Missions activity.
And new ideas about how to
do missions.
Just pay attention to the
pulpit content served up
on Sundays or bulletin
announcements, you’d find a
new heartbeat.
The history of missions in
True Way started when the
English Congregation began
formal engagement with
the Qiang minority people
of West China some 13 years
ago. Before (and apart from)
the Qiang, there was other
missions work. But these
smaller pockets were not
organized or sustained in any
deliberate fashion.
Also, the church has
missionary associates, and
financial support to missions
organizations is always in the
church budget.
But old difficulties linger. To
many Christians, missions is
for a select group of people.
Just as some are called to
be pastors and full-time

Kuah En Shyang, Francis Chua, Ares Tan
and Jason Tan. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

Christian workers, surely only
some people are called to be
missionaries?
While it is true that only some
of us are called to a career in
the mission field, the Bible is
clear that all Christians are
called to bring the message
of salvation to those who
have never heard it.
And while one may not be
called to fulltime missions,
participating in missions work
on a non-fulltime basis has
value.

term missions trip is in the
exposure it gives you. Your
understanding enlarges,
you see how immense God’s
Kingdom work is.

While mercy relief involves
delivering food and medical
aid to disaster sites, it could
also take the form of bringing
books and clothing to people
who struggle with poverty or
other forms of chronic need.

“My philosophy is short-term
workers are there to support
long-term work. What our
team did was to run a good
camp, love the students who
came, and tell them about
Jesus.”

Christians express their belief
in a God who is a father to
the fatherless, and a defender
of widows (Psalm 68:5) when
they get involved in work that
emphasise practical service to
communities in need.

En Shyang’s team of seven
church members was formed
over six weeks. Their mission
was to teach English to
tertiary level students. Some
sixteen students, aged 15 to
22 years, enrolled in the fiveday camp.

“I discovered that missions
allows us to express Christ’s
love for the world through
very practical means,” En
Shyang says.

The team comprised Jason
Tan, Ares Tan, Wilson Fu,
Lawrence Fu, Francis Chua,
Aaron Yip and En Shyang.

The good of short term

“We’d never worked with
each other in church projects
before,” En Shyang relates.
“But there was great team
work and chemistry, and
every member was important
to the mission.”

Training consultant Kuah En
Shyang, 35, led a missions
team to the Qiang this July:
“I think the value of a short-

Over the course of the camp,
their students warmed up,
and the team shared the
gospel openly.

Missions for teens
Laural Lee, Emma Lee, Clara
Koh and Iris Ng are four teens
who had gone on church
mission trips to Thailand.
All members of YouthZone,
their experiences in the last
two years in the missions
environment have fuelled
their enthusiasm.
Despite their relative youth,
they are aware that short term
missions brought them into
surprising encounters with the
faith they profess.
continues on page 4
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Laural: “At first, I’d wanted to
go for the first Thailand trip
in June 2011. But the trip was
scheduled during a stretch of
my school’s dance practices.
So I didn’t go. But I did, the
next year.”

continued from page 3

Missions: signs
of new growth
Emma: “We should continue
to organize short-term trips.
We were stretched, we all
learned so much!”
Clara recalls an incident when
she was in Thailand: “I fell
sick. Many of us were ill at
one time or another. Some of
us missed home. One of the
nights, we rallied together
with the locals to pray. I was
still unwell but felt the Lord’s
presence in our midst. I was
very touched and couldn’t
stop crying. Not only that, I
was healed the next day. It
was amazing.”
Laural and Iris taught a class
of 30 local children: “We were
very worried we would not
engage the students. They
just stared at us. What if they
didn’t understand us?”
Their fears quickly turned to
faith when they decided to
pray for God to help them be
effective teachers.
These exposure trips scatter
the seed of the gospel,
sometimes in narrow
perimeters, but they open
our eyes to see the immense
work outside our church walls.
When your feet tread foreign
soil, your eyes are liberated to
see the Lord’s hand in another
place. You encounter God in
your faith journey.

Lighting the spark
When returning mission
trippers talk about their
experiences, the Holy Spirit
opens ears to hear.
Emma: “I decided to go for
the 2012 YZ mission trip when
I heard the stories from my
mom and my brother. They and my friends from YZ - were
members of the 2011 trip.”
Apart from testimonies and
reports, teaching about God’s
redemptive purpose for His
creation is important.
En Shyang offers: “Get people
to go back to the Bible. Get
them to have a renewed
understanding of how much
God loves them and, by
extension, the many in the

Many of the students who came to the
camp were trying to find answers to their
questions about Jesus. Photo from the
missions team.

world who do not yet know
His love.”

Cutting through the busy
All of us struggle with busy
lives. Working adults need
to make leave applications,
moms struggle to get away
from caring for their families,
and people do wonder if they
should shelf a family vacation
for a missions trip.
Ares Tan was a member of
En Shyang’s team. “I didn’t
think that I could make it for
the July SQ* trip because of
work. But God moved things
out of my work schedule, and
I went.
“I was frightened because I
didn’t think I was sufficiently
equipped to present a watertight gospel to tertiary
students. I thought my feeble
attempt at apologetics would
surely not move science and
technology students.”
But God knew otherwise. The
students were not skeptics.
They were not interested in
winning arguments. Many of
them heard the gospel with a
hunger that surprised her.
Ares: “Some of the students
have been thinking about
life issues. They asked many
questions. They were trying
to find answers to their
questions about Jesus.”
Jason Tan: “To be honest,
the hardest part for me
was taking the first step to
contact En Shyang. When
the departure date was set,
I realised I had urgent work
matters to sort out. I prayed
with the team and God
opened the way. I guess at
the end of the day, you need
to decide for yourself. If it is
important, you bite the bullet
and go.”
Even students have conflicts
with their schedules.

Growing a crop
Another reason cited for
not going is the tough
question of whether a short
term mission trip brings a
substantive difference to the
work overseas. Especially
when we don’t see any quick
result.
There are critics with sharp
arguments. American
activist Robert Lupton, for
example, had harsh words
for short-term mission
trips: “Contrary to popular
belief, most missions trips
and service projects do
not empower those being
served, engender healthy
cross-cultural relationships,
improve quality of life, relieve
poverty, change the lives
of participants, or increase
support for long-term
missions work.”
A honest look at modernday missiology would show
Lupton’s points are, to
varying degrees in varying
contexts, valid. But honest
appraisal demands a search
for solutions, and there are
many in the offing.
I have served in the missions
committee of my church
for eight years. I am aware
of these realities. We have
worked, and continue
to work, to strengthen
our serve, and to limit
miscalculations.
One solution is to work
through overseas churches
and organizations with a
long-term view in mind. This
approach allows us to better
understand the needs of
the people we are hoping
to reach. Also this ensures
continuity after the teams
leave. Our SQ work is built
on these motivations – we
are working with a local
organization and supporting
some local missionaries.
The preparations a team
makes before it departs are
of great importance. We
try to build skills. We try to

Our world is so
interconnected.
understand cross-cultural
ministry. We clarify and own
goals. We study Scripture. We
agree we are not going on a
vacation. We pray, opening
our hearts to the possibility
that we may be stepping into
a commitment that is bigger,
longer and more fruitful
than we have the courage to
dream of.
When we return, we commit
to honest evaluations. In our
debriefs, we commit to ask
ourselves: did we help the
people we met? Did our work
add to ongoing work? Should
we do things differently the
next time? When do we stop
thinking of the people who
came into our lives?

Working at home
Missiology has also been
changing in the way target
groups are identified.
At the August Missions
Festival organized by the
English Presbytery, people are
asking: is it even necessary for
us to go overseas anymore,
considering how many
peoples of the world now live
and work in Singapore?
One of four workshops at the
Festival focussed on reaching
the foreigners living in our
midst. Lively views were
heard about how to get in
step with the new pendulum
swing, and not limit missions
to overseas groups.
Our world is so
interconnected.
In church, some of us have
started to talk about how we
could reach foreign students
who have come, attracted by
the promise of useful degrees
and diplomas. We even spoke
to people whose churches
have begun such work. We
want to learn the mechanics
involved.
I don’t know what new paths
lie ahead of us. My prayer is:
we will go. n
Additional reporting by
Lee Chung Horn
*Save the Qiang
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Church retreat: defending
what matters
by Jared and Shumin Chen

Camp commandant Jasper Lim meets his
match in Elder Alex Chan.

Johor Bahru to avoid the long
delays that dogged previous
camps. Planting the camp at
JB also brought day-trippers
who couldn’t make it for the
whole experience.

Getting to know you
After months of planning,
meetings and dry runs, the
day came. By lunch-time, the
buses arrived at Pulai Desaru
Beach Resort & Spa. The
families in their cars trundled
in. And everybody was ready
to eat!

The church retreat introduced the old to the young, the veterans to debutantes.

W

hat would you do if
somebody says to you,
“I don’t need God”?
Or “I’m doing the best I can
and I’m sincere, so why won’t
you quit calling me a sinner?”
There are many objections
to the Christian faith, and
presenting the answers to
these objections is a challenge
in any Christ-follower’s life.
Our church camp this year
sought to give True Way
folk a deeper insight into
this topic, what is commonly
known as apologetics.
And thus the theme of
the camp was Rise of the
Guardians – Defending What
Matters.

In the beginning
Crafting a program to cater
to a diverse community
wasn’t easy. This was the
first thing we discovered
when we joined the church
camp committee. We had to
think of the young and the
old, the debutantes and the
veterans. How do we come
up with programming that

Throughout the course of the
camp, meal times presented
wonderful opportunities for
bonding. Supping together
changed acquaintances into
friends, conversation into
fellowship.
As they say, a family that eats
together, stays together.
Megan Tang and Ashrael Low in a spot of fun.

was challenging but not
daunting?
Thankfully the people in our
committee were a mirror
of the mix of attendees we
were reaching out to. We
had stalwarts who knew the
territory (Peter and Lay Suan
Goh, Linda Keh and Ng Wui
Peng); and we had ‘newbies’
(besides the two of us, Jasper
Lim, Tan Ken Wei, Lynn Ng,
Woon Tien Li and Esther
Leong) who were up for
forging brave, new trails.
Old expectations were
examined and set aside if

As they say, a family
that eats together,
stays together.
they stood in the way of an
enjoyable and meaningful
experience.
First-time camp planner
Lynn: “From 2000, I’d gone
to church camp every time it
happened. Being on the camp
committee gave me a whole
new perspective!”
The planning was thoughtful
and meticulous. This year, we
decided to hold the retreat in

During the ice-breaker
session, any unfamiliarity or
apprehension that may have
existed quickly melted away
as the competitive spirit of
True Wayans took over! First,
we were instructed to mingle,
then, as numbers were yelled
out, we had to scramble to
form groups of required size.
People you didn’t know very
well reached out and yanked
you into their groups!
The highlight came however,
during the Treasure Hunt
game when Elder Alex Chan
sashayed in, to uproarious
applause, in his new get-up.
continues on page 6
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This year’s speaker was very
good!”

continued from page 5

Church retreat:
defending what
matters

There was time to examine,
and reflect upon, the
messages when campers
gathered in small discussion
groups. Unlike previous
years, the latter was formed
according to age and gender.
This allowed people to relate
well to each other.

Beat the competition
The outdoor games were
hotly contested! Balancing
gingerly on one foot, campers
did their best to outlast
and outwit each other.
Next, we were required to
shave balloons with blunt
razors. Needless to say, the
men excelled at this event.
The afternoon ended in a
no-holds-barred, spirited
tournament of dodge
ball, where only the most
tenacious survived.

Fun Night
Three days in, the spirit of
competition was well and
alive on Fun Night. For two
hours, we were supplicants
to camp commandant Jasper,
the King who regally waved
in a night of entertainment.
His ‘subjects’ were pleased to
deliver!
With their arms pinned to
bamboo poles, competing
teams stretched and strained
to get the ball past the post
in a game of human table
soccer. This was followed by
Don’t Forget the Lyrics which
had everyone singing along
to worship favourites and
familiar pop hits.
The next segment – Scenes

continued from page 8

A Cuppa
sincerely care. If I’m doing it
just to look good, then that is
a ‘false’ need. In this situation,
I’m hiding my need – to be
needed.
Sometimes, the line is blurred
– I care, but I also want
to look good. So I have to
constantly check my motive
while doing good.
I used to pay a lot of attention
to people who were ill, or
needed visitation. I won’t take
this off my list. But I would

Chelsea Chia beats the competition in Don’t Forget The Lyrics.

from the Movies – was a
huge circus of fun. Hoots
of laughter filled the air as
scenes from The Lord of the
Rings, Troy and Kung Fu
Hustle were re-enacted and
re-interpreted. The pastors
donned black shades and
coats for a heart-stopping
scene from The Matrix.

Reflections

Living the faith we defend
Fun and games aside, the
main purpose of the retreat
was to present a time for
learning. Camp speaker Jose
Philip explained how, as
guardians of our faith, we
are called to share the gospel
in a world that has grown
increasingly intolerant of
religious belief.
In an environment of
indifference, cynicism and
persecution, it is critically
important that Christians
learn to speak responsibly
and graciously. Respecting
people when they ask us to

delegate, and not feel bad
about it.
Recently, I asked a fellow
pastor to attend to someone
who was in need. This person
was in a CG that was under
his charge. This was a person
I cared about, and she had
a pastoral need. I wanted a
pastor to be present. I could
have conducted the visitation
myself but I thought it would
be better for my colleague
to do it as the rapport was
already there.
I need to remember that it’s
not about me. If it was about
me, I would have done the

In an environment of
indifference, cynicism
and persecution, it
is critically important
that Christians learn
to speak responsibly
and graciously.

Jose Philip explains why evangelists are
people who live the faith.

explain our faith allows us
to connect with a lost and
seeking world.
We were touched and
enriched by Jose’s messages.
We were reminded that
evangelists aren’t just
debaters or communicators,
they are people who live the
faith.
Camp veteran Joanne Ng: “I
love the fun of church camps,
but an important element is
what we teach our people.

visitation myself, and people
would know how ‘caring’ I
was. But it wasn’t about me. I
was glad when my colleague
told me how thankful he was
to be there for the person.

Pastors face tough
situations
I used to be very affected by
people who leave True Way
for another church. I asked
myself why they wouldn’t
stay and help make True Way
the ‘better’ community they
wanted. They saw the faults.
They had a ‘sense’ of what
improvements were needed.

“For as long as I can
remember, ever since I was
born, I have been coming to
church camp,” muses young
adult Julia Liu. “This year’s
camp felt different. I had time
to slow down, talk to people,
and think.”
Unlike Julia, this was our first
camp. Four days of camp life
helped us forge new bonds.
We are very grateful we were
part of the committee and
the camp.
Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians
12:12 have come alive in our
hearts: “For just as the body is
one and has many members,
and all the members of the
body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ.” n

Hearing people say they
aren’t fed spiritually is heartbreaking. But I’ve come to
accept that people come and
go, and often, the reasons
for their departure are more
complicated than what we’re
given to know.
True Way was a real part of
their growth journey. If God
calls, then I see it is right to
move on and grow, rather
than stay put and not grow.
But the challenge is to discern
God’s call. Otherwise, moving
to another church does not
guarantee growth.
For people who stay,
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In Short
Adventure Camp

by Lee Chung Horn

parents at the close of each
day’s program. In the midst of
the fun, they also explained
the gospel to the campers,
many of whom came from
non-believing or nonchurchgoing backgrounds.
Elder Chong Yoke Fooi,
who led the planning team
and volunteers: “Despite
the rain, I was thrilled the
children, many of whom were
in kindergarten or primary
one, were all ears when their
guide started telling them
what they would be doing!
“Working together for
one-and-a-half days was a
wonderful experience for all.”

Boy in mid-air. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

In late November, 127
children gathered at Dairy
Farm Adventure Centre for a
camp voyage of fun, learning
and discovery. Aged 5 to 12
years, the young adventurers
learned about respect for
older persons, honesty, and
loyalty to friends. They also
took part in a nature walk
and challenging outdoor
games.

New roles and
appointments
At the annual congregational
meeting on 26 May 2013,
Rev Tan Cheng Huat was
elected Associate Minister.
He served as acting Senior
Minister till the extraordinary
congregational meeting on
17 November 2013, during
which Rev Lee Kien Seng was
elected Senior Minister.

Some 70 True Wayans took
on diverse roles in the
camp. They served meals,
prepared goodie bags,
supervised outdoor activities,
administered first aid, and
delivered their charges to

We welcome two new church
interns – Mr Vizho Thakro
and Annie Kim Eun Hee.

the leadership and I are
committed to working with
them. With God’s help, we
want to create a community
where everyone’s faith can
grow deep and strong.

priorities in my life, and
frankly you are not one of
them right now.’ Or you
could say ‘I’m busy.’ The
latter will be much more
warmly received.” Would
you agree many of us find
it hard to say “no”?

In his new book Crazy
Busy, American pastor
Kevin deYoung wrote
about busyness and rest.
De Young says: “The
confession of busyness
has become a socially
acceptable way of saying
“no.” If someone asks you
to help move a couch or to
come over for dinner you
could say, ‘I have many

Both theological students will
serve in True Way for a term
of one year.

Honestly, I don’t like to tell
people that I’m busy because
this would push people away.
In fact, I’m very quick to tell
people that I’m not busy, I
have time, I’m available and
sometimes I get this look that
says: ‘You must be kidding,
how can you not be busy?’ I
do say ‘no’ to people, but
I won’t use busyness as the

Intergenerational 3.0
Talk about the
twentysomething generation,
and you’d come up against
an array of views that limn
frustration, doubt and hope.
Who is this generation?
What do young, emergent
adults aspire to? What do
they struggle with? Where
do they locate their identity?
On 26 May 2013, congregants
were treated to an original,
dramatic work that examined
the twentysomething world.
The cast comprised mainly
YAM members, some of whom
were first time actors. Offering
descriptions and vignettes,
Isaac Tan, Michael Khoo, Kevin
Chua and Tan Yi En tried
to define their generation.
They spoke about success and
sacrifice, about leaving the
church they grew up in, and
about staying. Lim Mei Xin was
the girl whose disenchantment

with Facebook freed her of
the irons of social media. In
another scene, Lim brings
her frail, elderly father to
the doctor, discovering in the
process her new grown-up
role – she is now provider and
care-giver to the man who
looked after her when she was
little. The cast also included
Leong Kok Hwa, Sharon AngTan and Darrell Lim. In the
final scene, the actors came
together to bravely envision
their dream church of the
future.
A glorious mix – that church
would be one where people
argued less and obeyed more;
where Christians remembered
the poor, downtrodden and
marginalized; where Christians
washed each other’s feet; and
wiring that church would be
a DNA of worship, learning,
proclamation, hospitality, and
justice. n

Juggling multiple stage roles, Michael Khoo, Isaac Tan and Tan Yi En search for identity,
wholeness and coherence. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

reason. I try to explain why
I can’t attend to them right
away. Implicitly, this does
mean that I am busy, but I
would explain why I cannot
avail myself.

Any concluding thoughts?
I’m holding fast to some
principles as I go about my
ministry.
Firstly, Christ’s grace is
sufficient for me; his power is
made perfect in my weakness.
For when I am weak, then I
am strong.

Secondly, I will pray in faith
for wisdom, for an
understanding mind and a
discerning heart. The Lord
gives wisdom generously and
without reproach.
Thirdly, I don’t want to
compare myself with others.
By the grace of God I am who
I am. My identity is in Christ. I
am God’s beloved. This will
free me to rejoice with those
who rejoice, and not be jealous
over other people’s successes.
This will also enable me to
take criticisms in my stride.
Lastly, I must decrease; God
must increase. n
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A Cuppa

with Rev Lee Kien Seng

A Cuppa is a column of conversations on current issues in the True Way church family, and the church at large.
took care of my expenses for
tuition fees, accommodation
and food. Several church
members gave me love gifts.
Through this, my needs
were amply met, and I could
afford to do some travelling.
I continued to receive my
regular salary from church
so my family’s needs were
also taken care of. I am very
grateful for the generosity of
so many parties.
I opted to go to the UK
because I’d spent a year in
the US when I did my first
theological degree. At first,
I thought my children could
come with me and ‘fit’ into
the school system there.
In the end, this didn’t work
out and I went to Cambridge
alone.
I kept in touch – thank God
for technology! I continued to
read to Gavriel, like I used to.
The family visited me during
the December holidays, and
my wife Ai Tin came up again
during the Easter period.

Now that you have
returned, what are some
of your goals?

What obstacles did you
face?

Our focus for 2010/11 was
on being a welcoming
church. Then, for 2012/13,
we adopted evangelism as
a lifestyle. I remember we
asked people to seize the
opportunity to ‘walk across
the room’. This year we ran
the Alpha course to engage
people who were seeking to
understand the Christian faith
in greater depth. What’s next?
Well, our leadership would
like to build up the faith of
every person in True Way.

Financing the sabbatical
wasn’t easy because going
overseas is costly. I’m very
thankful God granted me
the Brash Scholarship which

This is a very tall order
because everybody is at a
different stage of growth.
But it is a natural progression.
Evangelism leads onward

Rev Lee Kien Seng. Photo by Jonathan Tham.
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ou were away in
Cambridge. Why take a
sabbatical year?

It wasn’t because I was in
a state of burn-out. The
Synod has a guideline
about considering a year on
sabbatical after completing
seven years of ministry.

A sabbatical is a time to
rest. Did you experience
rest?
Yes, I rested. This doesn’t
mean I didn’t do anything. I
rested from my usual pastoral

duties. But I did many things
– I studied – meaning I read,
reflected, researched and
wrote. I attended a Bible
study group, I facilitated a
seekers’ group. I made many
friends and I saw the wider
world. In an amazing way,
this was rest.

to establishing the faith
of young believers, and
equipping mature Christians
to become disciple makers.
Our mission is to love God
and make disciples. We
really hope to create a viable
framework to nurture faith
and spirituality in our church.

Tell us about your personal
goals as well.
Well, I would like to devote
more time to the pulpit
ministry. This means more
time to read and study. This
means putting my ears to the
ground to understand what
people are grappling with,
so I can make a link between
Word and world.
Second, I’d like to help our
church leaders – pastors,
deacons and elders - see their
work as part of growing as
disciples. How can I play a
part so that when they end
their terms of service, they
have become more mature
than when they began?
I’m committed to their
discipleship.
Third, I want to develop a
healthy rhythm of rest and
work in the midst of doing
ministries. I want to carve out
time for my family – it’d be
ironic for me to pastor the
church well if my home front
is in shambles.

Are there any areas to
which you paid a lot of
attention before, that you
now realise were ‘false’
needs, things that you’ve
now intentionally taken
“off” your list?
There is a difference between
meeting a need to look good
and meeting it because I
continues on page 6
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