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At a stall, a bunch of little 
girls waiting to have their 

faces painted squeal in glee. 
Nearby, several boys dare each 
other to see who could cram 
more popcorn into his mouth. 
A sea of excited children, 
enthralled by the sight of 
games, cotton candy, prizes 
and balloons, overruns the 
hall. Carnival!

But inside the sanctum where 
they would later be escorted 
to watch a performance, every 
child gazes in hushed wonder 
as, high above their heads, 
a puppet speaks, declaring 
his allegiance to a king born 
under a gleaming star in 
Bethlehem.

On December 16 and 17, 
“How Far Is It to Bethlehem?” 
transformed the church’s 
multi-purpose hall into 
an imaginary Bethlehem 

How Far is it to Bethlehem?

for around 250 wide-eyed 
children, from toddlers to pre-
teens. Comprising a carnival 
and a musical, it was biggest 
outreach event to date by the 
church’s Puppet Ministry.

For the young, by the 
young

“This was really a production 
for children by children, and 
we’re so thankful for the 
results,” said Ong Beng Choo. 
Beng Choo has been leading 
the Puppet Ministry since its 
birth in 2002.

“How Far Is It to Bethlehem?” 
took five months of planning 
and rehearsals to put together.

Amazingly, it was evangelism 
by the young members of the 
church. The youngest child 
who sang in the musical’s choir 
was merely five years old, the 
oldest twelve. The oldest of 
the four puppeteers was only 
fourteen. 

Older youths from YZ (Youth 
Zone) chipped in, taking 
on acting roles, overseeing 

logistics, and participating in 
lights and sound management. 
Young adults from the Young 
Adults Ministry dreamed up 
and ran stations and stalls at 
the companion carnival, and 
served as child-minders and 
counsellors. 

A history of puppets

True Way’s puppet ministry 
began a decade ago when 
church leaders, realising the 
power of art and creativity, 
began to tap into fresh 
ways to teach and engage 
audiences.

“Creativity jumps boundaries—
cultural boundaries, language 
boundaries,” explains Beng 
Choo, “Good art reaches 
hearts.”

From five puppets in 2002, the 
church’s collection has grown 
over the years to more than 
20.  

A generation of young 
puppeteers has passed through 
the ranks of the ministry. What 
were initially charming toys 
became, as the puppeteers 
became more skillful, bigger-

It was evangelism by 
the young members 
of the church. The 
youngest child who 
sang in the musical’s 
choir was merely five 
years old, the oldest 
twelve. The oldest of 
the four puppeteers 
was only fourteen.

The wise men arrive in Bethlehem, bearing gold, frankincense and myrrh. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

Sally Chan helps a young performer get 
ready. Photo by Jonathan Tham.
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than-life stage characters, 
perfectly capable of weaving a 
spell and preaching a sermon, 
often both at the same time.

Grooming young leaders

For this project, three young 
leaders took the reins to 
plan the show and train the 
younger kids. 

From August, Cara Chiang 
and Cheryl Teo, both 20 
and “seniors” in the puppet 
ministry, rehearsed the 
puppeteers and coordinated 
the production. Vera Chng, 
also 20, trained the children’s 
choir every Saturday morning 
from September. All three had 
to juggle their commitment 
with their studies.  

Despite having to prepare 
for exams which only ended 
in November, Vera felt the 
toughest part was “keeping 
the children quiet.” 

“The children are angels, but 
with me they chose to be 
monsters!” she laughed. 

Her obvious affection for the 
choristers had kept her going. 
“As much as I complain about 
the kids, they were sweet and 
I enjoyed being with them a 
lot.”

Cheryl was making her debut. 
Despite handling 35 performers 
and crew members who relied 
on her for coordination, the 
first-time director was calm 
and confident while instructing 
both children and young 
adults. 

“I try not to think of the 
difficulty. I focus on what needs 
to be done, and that Vera and 
Cara are here to split the work 
with me,” explained Cheryl. 

At work and play

Tough work aside, light-
hearted moments peppered 
rehearsals. When the choir 
paused for the microphones 
to be adjusted, one child 
randomly quipped, “I didn’t 
eat lunch!” His little outburst 
made everybody giggle and 
prompted calls for an extra 
break.

The four young puppeteers 
found it hard not to goof 
around. Beng Choo broke up 
many puppet fights: “Excuse 
me, please respect the puppets 
– they’re expensive, you 
know!”

But the children always wore 
smiles. 

“I loved coming down during 
the holidays – they’re too 

Quotable quotes:

“Wow! So funny, hor?”
A tiny girl in the audience, unable to contain her 
excitement, when the first puppet popped up above her.

“You guys have been married for almost 30 years. 
We’re newlyweds!” 
Hannah Mok (who acted as Mary) to her mom, who was 
trying to show her how to hold “Joseph”. 

“You’re annoyed, but you still have to be loving 
to your sister. I know, I know it’s difficult - feeling 
annoyed but loving… but try!”
Cara, instructing one of the puppeteers on what emotions 
to convey.

“Can you act more cute? But not too cute, please.”
Ernest Chng, 14, dispensing advice to a fellow puppeteer at 
rehearsal.

“You’re only a young adult, mah….”
Ean Lim, 9, to choir mistress Vera, on why he is better 
behaved around other adults, than with her. 

 “I feel quite awkward. But I’m doing my best so the 
children will believe it.”
Joshua Ang, 18, whose character, Joseph, had to hold Mary 
and a baby Jesus doll.

“The Lord.”
Declared Gaius Lee, 16, when asked who got him to 
volunteer with logistics.

long and boring!” exclaimed 
puppeteer Ernest Chng, 14, “I 
grew closer to everybody.”

One of the extras, Jared Ang, 
also 14, said: “I felt so happy 
and fulfilled.”

Passing the baton 

More church members 
faithfully joined in to share the 
work. “As production gained 
momentum,” Beng Choo 
recounted, “people came to 

continued from page 1

me to say: ‘Can I help?’”

Even members of the church’s 
Thai service helped create 
props over two weekends. 

Dennis Mok, who was 
in charge of props and 
counsellors, said, “It was very 
gratifying to see young people 
spearheading the work. They 
stepped up whenever they saw 
a need.”

Cyrus Chng, 17, one of the 
wise men, juggled exam 
preparation with rehearsals 
when he joined in October. 
Despite the rough start with 
“lots of waiting around” and 
“chaos”, he was encouraged 
by the rare opportunity for 
children to serve God. 

“I don’t remember anything 

What were initially 
charming toys became 
bigger-than-life stage 
characters, perfectly 
capable of weaving a 
spell and preaching a 
sermon, often both at 
the same time.

The child choristers sing of the journeys we take in our hearts. Photo by William Neo.

Carnival hi-jinks with Lito Teo and Grace 
Tan. Photo by William Neo.

The children came like a flood, filling the 
multi-purpose hall. Photo by William Neo.

Energetic children and big, 
cute puppets are a dangerous 
mix. Rehearsals for the musical 
were a minor riot. Still, despite 
her young charges’ puppet 
fights, countless distractions 
and tired arms that sank as 
rehearsals wore on, Cara 
patiently coaxed her young 
puppeteers into putting in 
hard work. At the weekly 
sessions, her experience as a 
veteran puppeteer was evident 
as she helped the children 
understand their lines and 
the emotional state of the 
characters, thereby bringing 
life to the performance.
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like this when I was five. This 
really plants a sense of service 
in the kids.”

The efforts bore fruit. Despite 
a weekend of downpours and 
MRT delays, many children 
came to the shows and 
carnival.

They came with their parents 
and older siblings. Some 
children were residents in 
the neighbourhood while 
others were members of 
other churches. They threw 

In Short
Trumpet Call Sunday Shawn and Jerina Ho 

presented their son Gabriel for 
infant baptism. Shawn: “I held 
Gabriel very close to me, and 
realised what I really wanted 
was for God to be even closer 
to him all his days.”

YZ Camp

Held from 9 to 12 December 
2011 at Presbyterian High 
School, the annual YZ camp 
attracted 80 youths. The theme 
of the camp was “Show And 
Tell”. On the third day of the 
camp, YZers were sent to do 
street evangelism on Orchard 
Road. Says Vaibhav Rajavel, 
16: “This was the first time my 
sister Daphnie and I did street 
evangelism. We were tongue-
tied and scared, but we did 
it and got the message out!” 
Camp commandant Joel Seah, 
20: “My job was to make sure 
the camp ran on time. We 
got people to wake up, we 
got them to sleep, we made 
sure they ate.  We didn’t have 
a problem with the girls at 
lights out, but the boys would 
remember me lecturing them 
when I caught them up after 
11!”

Spirits were high during the 
camp. Malar Rajavel: “My 
children really liked how they 

were able to meet people from 
YZ who were not from their 
discipleship groups.”

Joel: “Just using the camp 
T-shirt to start a conversation 
going was a great idea, but 
seeing the younger YZers step 
out of their comfort zone, 
I knew the camp brought a 
change to their lives!”

Service of Lessons and 
Carols

Fast becoming an annual 
highlight, the year’s service of 
lessons and carols was held on 
19 December. “For Without 
Faith It Is Impossible to Please 
God” presented Advent in a 
fresh way by knitting together 
first-person stories of Joseph 
and Mary, Zechariah, Isaiah, 
the magus Melchior, and a 
shepherd. Png Eng Keat, 27, 
played Joseph. He said: “In 
our lives, we all have easy 
reasons for taking the easy 
way out. Joseph had cause to 

themselves into the fun and 
games. They tucked hungrily 
into the food. 

They watched the puppets, 
heard the choir, gawked at the 
shepherds and their camel. On 
Saturday, the audience broke 
into spontaneous applause a 
few times after Mary* and the 
child choir sang.  

After Pr Alvin Lim’s message, 
144 children raised their hands 
to say they wanted to find out 
more about Christ. 

The little feet that came to see 
Bethlehem are now gone. But 
a journey to faith has begun. 

Beng Choo: “My hope is 
for the puppeteers to share 
the vision, and pick up the 
challenge to continue the 
work.” 

Said Cheryl, “After the hard 
work, just seeing the children 
put their hands up warmed my 
heart. I don’t know if they’ll 
accept Christ, or when, but I 
know we planted a seed.” 

The promise of a new year 
with God drew many faithful 
worshippers to Trumpet 
Call Sunday. Held this year 
on the first day of January, 
True Wayans gathered to 
pledge themselves afresh 
to the call of God. Church 
elders presented ministries, 
and prayed for them. In his 
sermon titled “Rekindling 
Your First Love,” moderator 
Rev Tan Cheng Huat invited 
congregants to examine the 
Revelation account of the 
church in Ephesus. If she is 
to stand fast, the Christian 
church must not forget the 
first things she received. Holy 
Communion was served, and a 
moving video “What Can We 
Thank God For?” reminded 
us that God’s faithfulness 
turns our ordinariness into 
surprising ends, and parlays 
our weaknesses into strength.

Christmas Baptism

Seventeen persons became 
new communicant members 
on Christmas Day.  Eleven were 
baptised, 2 confirmed, and 4 
transferred their membership. 

leave Mary, but he chose to 
obey God.” Playing the role 
of Mary was a special moment 
for Abigail Koh, 25, who was 
transferring her membership 
to True Way at Christmas. 
“What moved me when I 
found myself becoming a part 
of a new church family was 
the sense of comfort. I felt the 
comfort from our first visit to 
the church.” 

Additional reporting by Lee Chung 
Horn  

*Hannah Mok, 16, played the part of Mary.

Vera Chng, Cheryl Teo, Ong Beng Choo and 
Cara Chiang. Photo by Jonathan Tham.

Rev Tan Cheng Huat and the promise of a 
new year. Photo by Eddie Chandra.

Shawn and Gabriel. Photo by Eddie Chandra.
YZ youths in full-on mode. Photo by YZ.

New member Abigail Koh is Mary. Photo by 
Eddie Chandra.
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by Joyce Peh

Nearly two years ago, I flew 
2000 miles to Sichuan.

Sichuan is located in southwest 
China. Chengdu is its capital. 
Despite humble agricultural 
beginnings, Sichuan is now 
a hi-tech industrial base, 
attracting both domestic 
and foreign investments 
in electronics, information 
technology, machinery, 
automobiles and hydropower.

Sichuan has a place in my 
heart because the Qiang live in 
Sichuan. For many years after 
they were ‘adopted’ in 2000 as 
an unreached people group by 
our church, I had read about, 
and prayed for the Qiang. 
Our team flew to meet, not 
strangers, but the people we 
wanted to help and save. 

We knew that, on May 12, 
2008, a magnitude 8.0 earth-
quake had struck Sichuan, 
killing about 80,000 people 
and injuring 27,000 more.

So as we made preparations 
to go, we steeled ourselves for 
the scenes that we sensed God 
was leading us to see. 

But nothing we did readied 

250 steps for God

us for the sights that greeted 
our eyes. Some of us in the 
team were first-timers. And 
certainly, none of us had ever 
travelled to a disaster area 
before. 

As we walked around the 
broken towns, we learned 
that the reason why 
many people died in the 
surrounding areas had to 
do with poor construction.  
A disproportionately high 
number of school structures 
collapsed in the earthquake, 
particularly in rural Sichuan, 
leading to allegations of 
corruption.  

We saw very few teens and 
young people. Later, we 
learned that more than 20,000 
young people between 12 to 
16 years had perished when 
the quake came. 

After we returned to 
Singapore, we began to ask 
ourselves what we could do 
for the families who had lost 
their children in the terrible 
tragedy. For many families, the 
child lost was the only child. 

We knew we could never 
replace any child. Neither 

could we ever hope to provide 
any explanation to the hurting 
locals why the earthquake 
happened. 

Several projects were born. 
The first, Sponsor-A-Child, 
connected True Wayans 
to Sichuan children whose 
circumstances were changed 
by the disaster. For RMB 100 
(S$20) a month, True Wayans 
could take care of a Sichuan 
child so he could stay in school.
 
To our surprise, God led us to 
friendships with several like-
minded Christians who were 
working in the earthquake 
region. As a result of speaking 
with them and discovering 
that they too were burdened 
not just to provide spiritual 
relief but also physical aid to 
the earthquake victims, we 
embarked on a series of joint 
projects together with them. 

Held 18 to 23 July 2011, the 
English Summer Camp was 
the fruit of this promise-
laden collaboration with local 
Christian workers. 

We were particularly excited 
about organizing this camp 
because we knew it would 
introduce our YZers* and 
young adults to the SQ work. 
Although the camp would 
incur a cost of more than 
S$20,000, church leaders and 
members rallied around the 
project.  

The team of eight was led by 
Koh Guat Hua, an educationist. 
The team was very diverse but 
everybody got along fine.

Besides meeting to put 
together lessons and craft 

We saw a community 
in need, and we 
wanted to be 
channels for God’s 
salvation and grace.

All we could do was to offer 
up our prayers, and draw up 
plans to carry the gospel to the 
Qiang people, believing that 
ultimately the good news of 
Jesus would bring hope and 
healing. 

God made it clear to us 
that His gospel carried a 
social justice dimension. As 
Christians, we are called to 
use our passions and talents to 
help those in need. We need 
to remember the sick, walk 
with the poor, cry with the 
oppressed, and rejoice in their 
healing.

We saw a community in need, 
and we wanted to be channels 
for God’s salvation and grace 
to come to the Qiang.

That night, as we danced, did not our hearts burn within us? Photo by Lee Cjin Pheow.

Children of the earthquake. Photo by Lee 
Cjin Pheow.
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teaching material, the mission 
team devised games and 
thought up activities for the 
campers. 

And as the camp site was 
located on Luo Fu Shan, a 
mountain seventeen storeys 
high, preparations included 
a trek to the Singapore Hort 
Park. Everybody had to get 
himself in shape. There were 
250 steps to scale to reach the 
campsite!

Most lost their homes.

“The kids said they loved the 
camp,” said group leader Lee 
Cjin Pheow, 41. “They liked 
the songs, bible lessons, games 
and meeting other kids. They 
liked the lessons that taught 
them faith, hope and love, the 
theme of the camp.” 

One boy who had lost his 
parents in the quake talked 
openly about his loneliness. 
But at camp’s end, he had 
made many friends. Other 
children said they appreciated 
their teachers who had 
travelled all the way from 
Singapore to teach them 
English. 

Cjin Pheow says: “That’s love in 
action.”

Twenty-five children accepted 
Jesus at the camp.

Cara Chiang, 20, who had 
travelled with me to Sichuan 
in 2010, was another group 
leader at the summer camp. 
“In 2010, I saw how much the 
Qiang needed the Gospel. I 
don’t speak very good Chinese, 
but, at this camp, my children 
understood why I was there. 
The first time, my eyes were 

Two years ago, during its 
August missions month, 

True Way launched a project to 
extend aid to families that live 
2000 miles from Singapore.

The families were badly 
affected by the large earth-
quake that rocked Sichuan in 
2008. Many lives were lost in 
the tragedy, many livelihoods 
fractured, many homes ruined. 
 
To help earthquake victims 
rebuild their lives, the Sponsor-
A-Child project was created.

The project zooms in on needy 
Sichuan children, seeking to 
help them continue school. 
Because education is crucial 
to breaking the poverty cycle 
and protecting the future of a 
community, “Sponsor-A-Child” 
was a special mission of love.

Sponsoring A Child
taught me the value of 
education. I pray my child will 
grow from being in school, 
and come to know God!”

Yet other church members see 
Sponsor-A-Child as a way for 
evangelism. Audrey Lee: “I feel 
this is a better work to support 
than other charities.”

For Dennis Mok, who had 
gone on a trip to the area 
with his son more than ten 
years ago, the opportunity 
to give brought a deep sense 
of humbling epiphany. “The 
Qiang have so little, and we 
have so much. Yet they are not 
desperate. They have dignity. 

“We know God will not 
forget them. I want to share 
God’s favor to my family with 
them!” 

are unable to maintain their 
support at any time, transfers 
are arranged. This ensures 
continual support for the child, 
so that his studies are not 
disrupted. In the event that a 
sponsored child’s circumstances 
improve, there is also an 
option for the sponsor to 
transfer financial assistance to 
another needy child.

Coordinated by Deacon Aaron 
Yip, Sponsor-A-Child is a 
mission of faith. Aaron: “God 
provides for us and protects 
us. This project builds up our 
faith.”

Church member Eddy Teo: “I 
don’t speak or write Mandarin, 
but I am blessed to be able to 
help.”

Leong Sok Yee: “My mom 

by Soh Lay Bin

opened. This time, at the 
camp, God opened my heart.”

The summer camp was the 
first time Kristal Cheong, 20, 
had ever gone on missions. 
“I’d never shared the gospel in 
Mandarin before but God used 
me,” she said. “My mom was 
very supportive of my decision 
to go!” 

There are now many signs of 
life in the devastated areas of 
Sichuan. 200,000 homes have 
been rebuilt, and many more 
are under reconstruction. 

Four months after its launch, 
we were able to give thanks 
for the faithfulness of God’s 
people at True Way. A total of 
44 worshippers had committed 
to sponsor 52 children!

For as little as RMB 100 (S$20) 
a month, one could help a 
child continue school. The 
project transmits regular 
updates of a sponsored child 
to his True Way sponsor. The 
sponsor is provided with 
opportunities to correspond 
with the child to encourage 
him or her. By building 
bridges of love and concern, 
Sponsor-A-Child creates unique 
opportunities for us to share 
the gospel.

The project allows sponsors to 
support a child financially up 
to the age of 18. If sponsors 

Government sources say some 
$400 billion dollars have 
been spent on relief and 
reconstruction efforts.

I know God has not stopped 
working in Sichuan. He will not 
stop until His Kingdom comes. 
He is at work in us as we care 
for and visit the Qiang.

Animated again at the 
memory of her camp 
experience, Kristal smiled: “I 
climbed the 250 steps!” 

* Youth Zone

Everybody had to 
get himself in shape. 
There were 250 steps 
to scale to reach the 
campsite!

At the 5-day camp, the 55 
children, aged 9 to 17, took in 
simple English lessons, joined 
in games, ate communal meals 
and slept in the cool mountain 
air. They were polite in class. 
They broke into song, many 
for the first time, in halting 
English.

The children came mainly 
from the earthquake zone. 
Many of them had been 
affected by the earthquake. 
Some lost family members. 

Gerald Lee takes care of his charges at lunch. Photo by Lee Cjin Pheow.
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The God Christians believe in 
is a God of new beginnings 

and second chances. The very 
first verse of the Bible talks 
about a new beginning - God’s 
creation of a new universe: “In 
the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1).

I remember a prayer meeting 
I attended many years ago 
where a lay preacher declared 
that Gen 1:1 was the most 
powerful verse in the Bible, 
for it reveals the awesome 
power, imagination, creativity 
and workmanship of God. I 
remember being amazed at 
how God made all material 
things out of the basic 
building blocks that we call 
“atoms”. This sense of wonder 
remains with me today.  
 
By the way, there is an 
interesting point about Gen 
1:1 that is not well known. As 
you know the Old Testament 
was written in Hebrew and the 
original Hebrew text says, “In 
beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.” The 
absence of the definite article 
“the” in front of the word 
“beginning” is all the more 
noticeable because it is there 
before the words “heavens” 
and “earth”. This means that 
the verse could be translated 
as, “In a beginning”.  Were 
there earlier beginnings? We 
do not know, for example, 
when God created angels, and 
the seraphim and cherubim. 

But we know that God made 
Adam and Eve. In the Creation 
story, we read how Adam and 
Eve believed the lies of Satan 
and broke the one rule God 
laid on them: “You are free to 
eat of any tree in the garden, 
but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when 
you eat of it you will surely 
die” (Gen 2:16, 17). They ate 
the forbidden fruit. But God 
in His wisdom and mercy did 
not take the lives of Adam 
and Eve. That would have 
been the end of the human 
race. Instead, God lovingly 
clothed them in animal skins 
and banished them from 
the beautiful garden into a 
tougher environment, where 

New beginnings

death reigned. As much as this 
was a new beginning for Adam 
and Eve, it was also a second 
chance.

And so it has been ever 
since. Noah and his family 
had a new beginning after 
the Great Flood. Abram was 
a prosperous herdsman in 
Mesopotamia, now Iraq or 
Iran, probably contentedly 
leading a good life, when God 
charged him to “leave your 
country, your people and your 
father’s household and go to 
a land I will show you” (Gen 
12:1). Abram obeyed, without 
knowing where God would 
lead him. He was a man of 
great faith. He accepted the 
new beginning God was giving 
him. And what a journey of 
adventure that turned out to 
be! On that life-long journey, 
God gave him a new name, 
Abraham, and gave him 
children at an old age. From 
this one old man came the 
nation of Israel, God’s chosen 
people.

We also see many new 
beginnings, many second and 
third chances in the life of 
Moses. Born of Hebrew slaves 
in Egypt, he grew up as a 
prince of Egypt before fleeing 
for his life to become a humble 
shepherd hiding in a desert 
very far from Egypt. When 
Moses was about 80 years old, 
God spoke to him out of a 
burning bush and furnished 
him with yet another new 
beginning. God despatched 
Moses back to Egypt to lead 
the Israelites out of slavery into 
freedom.  

What an exciting journey 
God sent Moses on! Because 
of his faith, Moses witnessed 
how God used him to perform 
great miracles, bringing 
plagues upon Egypt, leading 
millions of Israelites out of 
slavery, walking on dry land 
through the Red Sea and 
surviving in barren deserts on 
manna falling miraculously 
from heaven and water from 
solid rock.

In truth, God gives every 
person who believes in Jesus 
Christ a new beginning. No 
matter how sinful we are, 
when we turn to Him and 
repent of our sins, He gives us 
a new beginning by making 
us new creations. The apostle 
Paul explained this new reality 
this way: “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ the new creation 
has come: The old is gone, the 
new is here! All this is from 
God …” (2 Corinthians 5:17, 
18). Though we may look the 
same on the outside, we are 
gradually being transformed 
spiritually from the inside.  
Hardened criminals, gangsters, 
practitioners of violence 
and every vice, womanisers, 
swindlers and other persons 
in the grip of evil have been 
transformed after becoming 
followers of Christ.

and new experiences. I cannot 
speak much of the journeys 
of others. There are countless 
books and millions of 
testimonies of such journeys 
through life. I can only speak 
of my own journey which 
began after I became a born-
again Christian.  

I am ashamed to confess that, 
before my conversion, I had 
broken most, if not all, of the 
ten Commandments. But after 
accepting Jesus as my Saviour, 
I changed. God moulded 
me with many experiences 
-I went on mission trips to 
tiny Malaysian towns, and to 
several states in Northeast 
India, including places to 
which foreigners were 
normally forbidden entry. I 
was also sent as a missioner to 
Wales.  

God led me into leadership 
positions in a mission 
outreach, where my shame 
over how little I knew about 
Christianity eventually led me 
to the Biblical Graduate School 
of Theology, and then into 
Christian writing. I supported 
special unreached peoples 
groups, helping to build free 
schools in several countries 
for children who lived in 
poverty. Along the way I saw 
people being healed. I saw 
the miracle of second and 
third chances in my life, and 
in the lives of many people. I 
saw God working mightily in 
countries where there were 
very few Christians. All these 
wonderful experiences have 
enriched my life, bringing me 
wonderful friends from all 
over the world.

God leads us into new 
beginnings because He is a 
Creator of new beginnings.  
He uses us in spite of our 
weaknesses and fears, 
because He is mercy and never 
withholds second chances. We 
do not need to depend on 
our own strength, intelligence 
or abilities, but on His. When 
God opens doors for you, 
don’t hesitate, just go. As the 
apostle Paul discovered so 
many centuries ago: “I can do 
all things through Christ who 
strengthens me” (Philippians 
4:13). 

by Mickey Chiang

In truth, God gives 
every person who 
believes in Jesus Christ 
a new beginning.

As Christians, we are sent on 
our own journeys of adventure 

Our old life – prejudices, opinions, habits, attachments -  is gone, in Christ, a new life begins. 
Picture by Lee Chung Horn
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It also helped that for about 
a year, our church office was 
operating out of the premises 
of Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students. The FES folks were 
a great encouragement to me 
as I was the sole worker in our 
office. I was glad I didn’t have 
to eat lunch all by myself.

Why did Pilgrim have to 
close down? What was 
that like?

That was one of the most 
difficult decisions we had to 
make, to close Pilgrim and 
move back to Covenant*. 
Many Pilgrim pioneers were 
torn between a sense of 
personal attachment and 
the struggle of whether we 
were giving up too easily. We 
had existed for more than 13 
years. Some members were 
afraid they would not fit into 
another church culture, and 
we were afraid we would 
lose the warmth of our 
fellowship when we returned 
to Covenant.

But God was leading us to 
a new season of ministry. It 
was better to consolidate 
our resources. Rather than 
have our members spread 
themselves thin just to 
maintain the status quo, we 
saw that it was important that 
people were empowered to 
serve in accordance to their 
gifts. And we wanted more 
pastoral support for our youths 
and young marrieds. 

What was it like for you 
to be a Christian in 
university?

In my sociology modules, the 
discussions about religion that 
arose were done in respectful 
ways. I wish I’d had more solid 
training in apologetics before 
going to university. That would 
have helped me speak more 
thoughtfully to the academics 
who were agnostics or atheists.

If you ask me, there’s certainly 
an urgent need to equip our 
people and ground them at a 
young age so that they know 
that Christianity stands up to 
any scrutiny.   

How can we teach youths 
and young adults today 
about Christian mission, 
service and sacrifice?

I think it must begin with 
them having a vision of 
how great God is, and then 
coming to a deeper personal 
understanding of the grace 
that has been demonstrated to 
them. God’s Word reminds us 
that “we love because He first 
loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). 

The question our young 
people need to ask themselves 
is whether they believe God 
is worthy of their all. We 
would only be willing to give 
up something of lesser value 
when we believe that what 
we exchange it for is far more 
precious and valuable. In the 
same way that the people in 
Hebrews 11 were, by faith, 
looking forward to something 
far better, this generation 
needs to stand firm upon God’s 
promises and not be deceived 
and tempted by the idols of 
this world.    

It also makes a difference 
when our Christian parents 
exhibit an attitude of mission 
and sacrifice in their lives. Our 
young people desperately 
need to see that serving God 
is a fruit of God’s transforming 
grace in our lives. Serving God 
is not a religious duty, not 
something that burdens us. 
  

You identified parents, 
Christian parents. This 
is interesting to me. In 
our culture, teens and 
young adults have not 
traditionally looked to their 
parents as role models, 
even Christian parents. 
Culturally, one’s parents 
are often perceived as a 
big part of what is wrong 
with the world today. 
Are Christian parents 
succeeding or failing? 
How can Christian parents 
recover their God-given 
role?

This question would take an 
entire book to answer! Some 
studies suggest that teenagers 
do look to authority figures 
like parents to guide and 
lead them. The challenge is 
whether parents have been 
able to do so, or whether they 
have abdicated their position 
to the voices of pop culture. 
Sometimes in pursuing what 

they feel is important for their 
children, parents miss what’s 
truly important.

This is why YZ needs to work 
with, and involve parents. We 
want to echo the same values 
and convictions.

If some parents are not 
sufficiently involved, are 
there others who are too 
involved?

Parents sometimes confuse 
the external with the internal. 
They think that, just because 
youths want to dye their hair 
or dress a bit differently, they 
are straying, and not wanting 
to be part of the family 
anymore. 

As much as teens are on 
a quest to find a personal 
identity and in a process of 
“individuation”, they need a 
reference point. It is possible 
for our kids to look at us and 
say, “Yes, that’s the way I 
want to love my family when 
I have my own family. I want 
to enjoy my children just like 
my parents enjoyed us. I want 
to serve God, just like my 
parents.”

If we ask our youths what they 
liked about their family and 
parents, I think we might be 
surprised and delighted.

How can we faithfully 
raise up a new generation 
of passionate and 
imaginative leaders?

Every generation needs to 
see how big God is and how 
God’s glory is to be extended 
in every sphere of life. 
Sometimes, we unwittingly 
put God in a box, and our 
young people don’t see how 
God has any relevance to their 
lives. A young person thinking 
of becoming a professional 
dancer, a zoologist, or a 
fashion designer may struggle 
to understand how God 
inhabits these worlds.

How do you think we can 
redeem the fashion world 
without being sucked in 
and damaged?  

Christians who have strong 
creative gifts can design 
clothes that are well-made and 
attractive, clothes that show 

Christians are creative because 
God is a creator. Our fashions 
don’t have to conform to the 
hyper-sexualised values of 
the fashion world. Even if this 
means our designs don’t make 
it to the cover of magazines, 
we can still tell the world that 
Christians are not prudes or 
dull. Surely, the Holy Spirit can 
inspire us to produce clothing 
of beauty and splendour!

But sometimes, whether or 
not we use our passion and 
imagination is influenced by 
whether we live in a culture 
of grace. Could we do more 
to help people pursue the 
things that would glorify God 
and not set up stumbling 
blocks because of our own 
prejudices?

Why is youth ministry 
important? What’s at 
stake?

Rather than saying that youth 
ministry is important, I would 
say that it is the disciple-
making endeavours of our 
youth ministry that is of 
utmost importance. 

What’s at stake is first and 
foremost the glory of God. 
When churches lose sight 
of that, they become man-
centred, and start to fret 
about about survival or just 
keeping the people inside 
their churches.  

To be sure, every generation 
is vital to the growth and 
renewal of the church. If 
we fail to engage our next 
generation and lose our 
young people to the world, 
the consequences can be 
far-reaching. Look at what’s 
happening to Europe today. 
But there are signs that the 
Holy Spirit is quietly stirring 
the hearts of young people 
and drawing them back to 
Christ.

At the end of a long, tiring 
day, what gives you joy?

Knowing my family and I have 
experienced God’s grace for 
that day, and that God has 
used us to be a blessing to 
others. 

continued from page 8

A Cuppa

* Pilgrim Presbyterian Church was a church 
plant of Covenant.
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A Cuppa with Rev Edwin Wong

continues on page 7

A Cuppa is a column of conversations on current issues in the True Way church family, and the church at large.

How did you meet 
your wife Sharon and 

how long have you been 
married?

We’ve been married for 
more than 4 years. We met 
in Covenant Presbyterian 
Church. Sharon was one of 
the faithful young working 
adults serving in church. I was 
attracted by Sharon’s sincerity 
and generous spirit towards 
people, and our friendship 
grew as we served God 
together.

Were you the pastor 
ministering to the young 
adults there? Are there 
unique challenges if the 
persons a pastor is caring 
for is in the same age 
group as he?

Interestingly enough, I think 
the young adults were the 
ones who had to figure out 

what to do with me, since 
in their experience, pastors 
were usually twice their age. 
They weren’t sure what to do 
with an authority figure who 
hanged out with them over 
meals and board-games, who 
watched soccer on TV! But I’m 
thankful that with the years, I 
became more than a mentor, I 
was also a friend.

I was not just relatively young, 
I was single at that time. Being 
single meant that I had to be 
extra prudent when relating 
with members of the opposite 
sex. Thankfully, there was a 
godly married couple in church 
whom I was able to rely on to 
help minister to the girls.  

Several well-meaning 
“aunties” tried to play 
matchmaker. This became 
delicate when Sharon and 
I started dating. We only 
told close friends about our 
friendship as I didn’t want to 

subject Sharon to unnecessary 
attention.

What’s life with Sophia 
like?

Our daughter Sophia will be 
turning two in March. Life with 
Sophia is a journey of learning 
to trust in God, and growing in 
patience and love. Sophia’s not 
your typical, text-book baby. 
Sometimes we don’t know 
what to do with her!

Before Sophia was born, our 
gynaecologist said she may be 
at risk of developmental delay. 
Then, when she was about to 
turn one month old, we had 
to put her in hospital for fever 
and rash. She had a spinal tap 
to rule out meningitis. We 
were heartbroken that we 
weren’t allowed to hold her 
for six hours. 

You were afraid for her.

The sight of intravenous drips 
running into her arms broke 
our hearts. She was so tiny.

Children change us.

We often wonder what God 
has in store for Sophia, and 
how He would be working in 
and through her to glorify His 
name. Sometimes, she amazes 
us because, more than once, 
the people she asked to pray 
for really needed some prayer 
at that point of time. 

Sophia has been telling you 
who to pray for? Really?

Before Sophia goes to sleep, 
Sharon would lie down beside 
her to recount the day’s 
happenings and say a short 
prayer. On a few occasions, 
Sophia would say someone’s 
name and they would simply 
take the opportunity to cover 

this individual in prayer.   

You grew up in Pilgrim 
Presbyterian Church, the 
first church you attended, 
and later became its 
sole pastor. How did this 
happen?

I never expected to become 
pastor. I was thinking of 
being involved in missions 
because Pilgrim already had 
two pastors when I began my 
theological studies. However, 
before I could graduate in 
2001, one of the pastors had to 
leave. The other pastor sensed 
that God was calling him to 
go into tent-making. So, after 
I graduated, I had to step up. I 
served as Pilgrim’s sole pastor 
for about two years.  

What were the two years 
like for you as a young 
pastor, fresh out of 
seminary? 

I experienced an extra portion 
of God’s grace during the two 
years. 

Firstly, my lay leaders were 
supportive and understanding 
and I learnt so much from their 
humility. I also appreciated 
the feedback from church 
members. They cared for me, 
for my spiritual growth as a 
person. They didn’t treat me 
as an employee with a job to 
perform.

I experienced first-hand the 
encouragement of Paul’s words 
to Timothy. Paul told Timothy 
to stand on God’s Word and 
not let anyone think less of 
him because he was young. I 
learned that God gives us the 
authority and favour amongst 
men to accomplish His work. 
We don’t have to rely only on 
our status, life experiences, or 
abilities. 

Rev Edwin Wong takes the reins of YZ. Photo by William Neo. 


