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From where I sat, a bevy 
of teenagers squeezed in 
front, identified by their 

uniform of baggy tops and 
skinny jeans. To the left and 
right, dads and moms held 
precious youngsters who held 
their precious toys. A quick 
glance behind showed the 
cry room packed tighter than 
usual, while heads of grey, 
black and the occasional dyed 
blond filled the other pews. 

Intergenerational 1.0
What is church to me?

Then the mood lightened 
when Owen Lee, 12, bounded 
onto a makeshift stage to 
blithely announce that mobile 
phones, Blackberrys and 
handheld electronic devices 
should be turned off. The 
congregation burst into loud 
laughter, almost bowling over 
the day’s youngest performer. 
Stifling a giggle, Owen leaped 
off the stage.

What followed was a quilt of 
artfully crafted monologues, 
solo songs, reflections 
and instrumental segues, 
beautifully sewn into a 
performance that dared us 
to ask ourselves what we 

thought church was, or should 
be. 

There was a reading of the 
Parable of the Lost Son. 
A stream of poignantly 
shot black and white slides 
projected overhead added 
depth and context to the play.

Clearly, this was a play about 
people in church. 

When Cheong Li Xian, 
dressed in sharp suit and 
black heels, took the stage, 
everybody sat up. The 27-
year old’s adventures as Li 
Ming, a girl who worked 
in a bank (just like herself), 

Two generations lock horns over church music: Joel Seah and Dennis Mok.

Young Owen tells us to turn off our mobiles.

The play gave me a 
fresh glimpse of how 
church is a commu-
nity of love, where 
fallen people are 
healed, forgiven and 
restored. People of 
different generations 
make up this com-
munity. And, coming 
together around the 
person of Jesus, we 
find grace.

It was the day of 
Intergenerational 1.0: What 
is church to me?, and True 
Wayans -  toddlers, teens and 
the young at heart - turned 
up in full force, filling up 
sanctuary and MPH. We 
were not disappointed – 
Intergenerational 1.0 was 
a memorable performance 
about the meaning of living 
in God’s great family. 

The service began like a 
normal service with praise 
songs and prayers. 



caught our imagination. 
Murmurs of approval echoed 
when she praised Garamond 
over Arial as the font of 
choice; teenagers and young 
singles shook their heads in 
commiseration as she wrung 
her hands over whether or 
not  to tell her  mother she 
was going out that night after 
work; and at the mention 
of Dragonfly*, many young 
adults tittered knowingly.

A sign we were playing 
close attention: when Li 
Ming confessed the next day 
that she had blown $500 
at Dragonfly, a collective 
gasp escaped from the 
congregation. 

he liked the youth band. 
There was the “partially deaf” 
uncle, played by Dennis Mok, 
who thundered that young 
congregants should learn to 
sing hymns, and love them like 
he did.   

The struggles of the unnamed 
business executive who 
travelled for work so often 
he often forgot where he was 
travelling to, and where he 
had returned from, stirred 
many hearts. Played by Elder 
Lee Chung Horn, this man 
bought his ageing parents 
new mobile phones only to 
find, to his chagrin, that they 
couldn’t operate them. We 
heard how he tried to hang on 
to his faith, balancing career, 
children and elderly parents.

Children and teens howled 
in delight when Joseph Tan 
swaggered on stage. Tan’s 
“Ah Beng” character talked 
about teen drinking, and told 
us how teenagers grappled 
with identity, personhood 
and popular culture. Perhaps I 
imagined this, but there was a 
huge silence in the sanctuary 
when the Ah Beng came to a 
wide-eyed conclusion, “Maybe 
if the Christian also can (drink 

when still underaged), it’s not 
so bad!” 

The play pushed many buttons, 
shifting between jokes and 
tough questions, between 
hilarity and self examination.  
Do we ask ourselves what 
coming to, and participating 
in, “church” means to us? 
Do we know who the person 
sitting next to us on Sunday 
really is?

Another sign that we over-
stimulated our funny bone 
was laughing at the wrong 
time.  When Elder Lee ambled 
slowly on stage for his last 
monologue, he was silent 
so long that people started 
to laugh in anticipation of 
another terrific punch-line. 
The guffaws that erupted all 
over the sanctuary turned to 
embarrassed horror when, 
choking up, he whispered 
that he had lost his job in the 
economic crisis. 

When Li Ming the banker 
turned reflective in the end, 
talking about childhood 
friends who’d left for churches 
that had more “life”, silence 
fell upon the church. The hush 
was telling - I believe we all 

Behind the scenes 
The mood was tense and 

somewhat apprehensive. 

Some of the participants who 
had arrived for the night’s 
rehearsal were a ball of nerves; 
others grabbed a moment of 
closed-eyed meditation before 
trooping on stage one by one 
for Intergenerational 1.0: 
What is church to me? 

Thursday, 13 May, was the 
second of three rehearsals for 
the special worship service, 
three days from the big day. 
Even then, Lee Kwok Leong 
(better known to many of us 
as Pastor Kien Seng’s father or 
Uncle Lee) confessed, “I didn’t 
memorise my lines. If I tried, 
it’ll come out worse.”

Good thing he was playing 
the role of a preacher. This 
meant he could choose to read 
from his paper script or the 
projected screen. Others had a 
tougher time.

For example, Cheong Li Xian, 

27, sat outside the church 
sanctuary, holding her head 
in her hands as she hunched 
over her script to memorise 
her lines. “I appear four times, 
okay!” she wailed. 

Like her, most of the 
performers had no prior stage 
experience. Even Joseph Tan, 

by Michelle Cheong

17, who was certain he was 
chosen “all because of my 
Applied Drama & Psychology 
course”, wondered why he 
was selected as he hadn’t even 
started on the course yet.

But when asked if he felt 
honoured that he might 
have been chosen for being a 
natural at his role, he cheekily 
retorted, “I’d feel insulted! I’m 
not a pai-kia! I’m no natural!”

Despite the nerves, he was 
happy. So was Uncle Lee. 
At 72, the latter, a self-
professed “non-actor”, said 
contemplatively, “I can’t refuse 
when they asked me. I must 
obey the Lord’s call.”

Also trying something new 
was Cara Chiang, 19. The 
experienced puppeteer who 
had performed at Christmas 
or Easter found herself 
working completely backstage 
for the first time. Her role 
as intern producer meant 
that she had to ‘understudy’ 

writer-producer Lee Chung 
Horn while handling various 
logistical tasks. 

Despite being ill, Cara made 
sure things stayed on track.  
“I learnt a lot of things that I 
didn’t normally notice or think 
about when I’m on stage. 
I learnt about supporting 
people, rather than being 
supported,” she reflected.

Why put up a play? Why 
use new people?

“I wanted new faces because 
we all like to see new faces. 
We’re all curious about 
people,” explained Chung 
Horn, 48, who wrote, directed, 
produced, and acted in the 
play. “A cross-disciplinary 
production is such a good way 
to make people sit up! And 
I knew I wanted a stronger 
creative focus this time.

I believe Christian drama 
and artistic rigor can come 

Lee Kwok Leong at rehearsal.

Life in transit: Lee Chung Horn

As she struggles to find her feet in the 
working world, Cheong Li Xian challenges 
us to stay rooted in church.

The play continued its 
exploration of the social 
geography of church, giving 
everybody something and 
someone to identify with. 
There was the “tone deaf” 
rock music-loving youth, Joel 
Seah, 18, whose reason for 
coming to church was because 



“Look at his script! 
He wrote notes!”
Performer Katherine Tan, 

when she realised her 
counterpart Wayne Kwan had 

diligently scribbled reading 
instructions all over his script.

“Can I go home and 
change first?”

 Band member Wilson 
Lim, when he learned all 

participants would have their 
photographs taken.

“Relax – don’t be 
frightened.”

Elder Lee Chung Horn, to the 
performers, at least eight 

times in one rehearsal.

“How come her 
role is so exactly like 

her?”
John Cheong, a band member, 
watching his sister Li Xian on 

stage.

“So should we use 
teochew moey and 

rojak?”
The performers musing over 

which local delight to compare 
their church community to. 

In the end, rojak won.

“So I can call them 
elect-wannabes 
instead, right?”

 Dennis Mok, when told his 
improvisation was a brilliant 

idea.

*Dragonfly: A dance club in the St James 
Power Station network of clubs that plays 
Mandarin pop.
** “Is the Era of Age Segmentation Over?” 
by Kara Powell on Leadership Journal.net

together without collapsing 
like a hut in a storm. You 
can push people to think 
about difficult issues and ask 
themselves what a Christian 
response ought to be without 
alienating or losing them.”

Wayne Kwan, 56, who was 
one of two preacher figures 
in the production, rubbished 

know someone who had left. 
Indeed, research shows up to 
70% of people leave church by 
age 22. Another 10% leave by 
age 30.  Is lack of “life” in any 
given church the reason why 
its young people leave? Does 
the going-away rob the ones 
left behind of “life”? 

Kara Powell, an executive 
director at Fuller Theological 
University, notes that most 
young people attend only 
youth group and not church. 

the question on whether his 
performance caused him any 
discomfort. 

With a big smile, he said, 
“I don’t look at my role 
as a performance, but an 
offering to God – I’m just his 
instrument. We all are.”  
Additional reporting by 
Lee Chung Horn 

Overheard...

The result is that once they 
“graduate”, many of them 
feel they don’t know how 
to find a church. After years 
of “youth service”, they 
don’t know what “church” is 
anymore. 

Her research, however, 
found a strong link between 
young people’s involvement 
in intergenerational 
relationships and worship, 
and their eventual decision to 
stay. Those who served even 
younger kids were also more 
likely to stay. 

“It’s important to get beyond 
a token Youth Sunday and 
start thinking about how to 
involve the kids. It’s the 16-
year old who has relationships 
with 66-year olds and 6-year 
olds who is more likely to 
stay,” says Powell.**

As the play drew to a close, 
I realised it had given me a 
fresh glimpse of how church 
is a community of love, where 
fallen people are healed, 
forgiven and restored. People 
of different generations make 
up this community. And, 
coming together around the 
person of Jesus, we find grace.

Getting their lines right: Wayne Kwan and Katherine Tan

Joseph Tan grows up in public.

LOVE

If someone were to ask 
us, “What is the most 

distinguishing mark of the 
God of the Holy Bible?”, how 
should we answer?

I would have to say that it is 
God’s love for Mankind, right 
from His creation of the first 
man, Adam. Why else would 
God plant a beautiful garden 
of “trees that were pleasing 
to the eye and good for food” 
and put Adam and Eve in 
it?  And in the middle of that 
garden, God put the tree of 
life, so that Mankind could eat 
its fruit and live forever. God 
meant Mankind to live with 
Him forever! And God walked 
with Adam and Eve in the 
garden.  

But Adam and Eve blew it by 
eating the forbidden fruit. In 
so doing they disobeyed God, 
disbelieved His warning and 
implied that He was a liar. 
They thought that they knew 
better than the almighty God 
who had created the heavens 
and the earth, and them. 

Even after all that, before 
God banished Adam and Eve 
from the garden for their sin, 
He made clothes for them, 
to hide the nakedness which 
they were suddenly ashamed 
of, after eating the forbidden 
fruit. What else but love could 
be behind this caring move, 
after their disobedience, 
disbelief and disrespect 
towards Him?

Love is at the very heart 
of Christianity.

Do you know that the words 
“love”, “loved” and “loves” 
are mentioned over 700 times 
in the Holy Bible?  That’s an 
awesome number of times 
for any religious scripture 
book!  And that’s not counting 
the numerous positive and 
negative examples of love 
portrayed in the Holy Bible, 
like Isaac’s greater love for his 
son Esau compared to Jacob, 
Jacob’s love for Joseph above 
his other sons, and Boaz’s 
falling in love with Ruth.  

by Mickey Chiang

As an ‘adopted’ member 
of the True Way family, I 
really liked how this service 
showed the beauty of 
different generations working 
together to create something 
meaningful and fun. In the 
play’s final moments, listening 
to Li Ming insist, “Our church 
has life!”, I realised she was 
right.  



Almost half of the 700 
mentions of love are in the 
New Testament.  When you 
remember that the New 
Testament comprises just one-
fifth of the Holy Bible, then 
you would appreciate how 
often love features in the New 
Testament.  

Jesus Christ affirmed that the 
greatest commandment of 
God to men was, “Love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.” And 
that the second greatest was: 
“Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” (Matthew 22:37, 39).  
Love is clearly of the greatest 
importance.

before the cock crowed that 
night Peter would deny him 
three times. True enough, 
contrary to showing sacrificial 
agape love in following Jesus 
to his death, Peter denied 
Jesus three times.  

After his resurrection, Jesus 
asked Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love (agape) me 
more than these (indicating 
the other disciples)?” To this 
formal form of address and 
questioning Peter replied, 
“Yes Lord, you know that I 
love (phileo) you” (John 21:15).

Jesus asked Peter the same 
question (agape), and again 
Peter replied the same way 
with phileo. 

Then Jesus asked Peter, “Peter 
son of John, do you phileo me 
(with a non-sacrificial love)?”

Exasperated, Peter answered, 
“Lord, you know all things; 
you know that I love (phileo) 
you.”  Yet, Peter’s phileo 
love was enough, for Jesus 
re-instated Peter as the chief 
disciple.  This is comforting to 
us, that Jesus will accept us 
into His service even though 
we have not yet developed an 
agape level of love.

… Jesus will accept 
us into His service 
even though we have 
not yet developed an 
agape level of love.

It is not easy to develop an 
agape kind of love for God, 
for our neighbours and our 
enemies (Matthew 5:44).  Peter 
failed the first time, but church 
history would tell us that in the 
end he demonstrated agape 
love when he gave up his life 
in the service of God, and died 
on a cross. So Peter followed his 
Lord’s example, even to death.

In both the great 
commandments to love God 
and to love our neighbours, 
the word agape was used. As 
followers of Jesus, we should 
therefore live our lives with 
agape love for God and for 
others around us. We lose the 
paralyzing fear of death when 
we realize that with God we 
have everything, for everything 
comes from Him.  Losing our 
lives for Him is thus no real loss, 
for God will give us eternal life 
in Heaven when we give our 
lives for Him.  

and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, 
I am nothing … If I give all my 
possessions to the poor … but 
have not love, I gain nothing” 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3). All that 
we do must come out of our 
love for God and our love 
for our neighbours, or else it 
counts for nothing.

Since love is so central to 
Christianity, we should 
consider: what exactly is 
the nature of the love we 
are required to have and 
to manifest in our daily 
lives?  To understand this, 
we need to know that there 
are two Greek root words 
that have been translated 
into English as “love” in the 
New International Version of 
the Bible and other English 
versions.  The first word is 
phileo, and the second is 
agape.  Both are translated as 
“love”, but the English word 
“love” does not capture the 
important difference between 
phileo and agape.  Let’s see 
how Jesus used these words.

Jesus seldom used phileo. 
When Jesus or the gospel 

All that we do must 
come out of our love 
for God and our love 
for our neighbours, 
or else it counts for 
nothing.

writers used the root word 
phileo they usually meant 
a brotherly, friendly or low-
intensity kind of love.  For 
example, when Jesus talked 
about how the scribes and 
Pharisees loved to have the 
place of honour at banquets 
and the best seats in the 
synagogues (Matthew 23:6), 
he used phileo.  

More often, Jesus used the 
word agape, meaning the 
highest kind of love possible.  
Thus, Jesus used agape when 
he said, “Greater love has no 
one than this than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends” 
(John 15:13).  This is the kind 
of love Jesus talked about 
almost all the time.  And Jesus 
practised what he preached; 
he gave his life to ransom ours 
from eternal death, and he 
wants us to develop the same 
agape love.

We see the difference between 
phileo and agape most clearly 
in Jesus’ re-instatement of 
Peter.  Just before Jesus was 
arrested, impetuous Peter had 
declared to Jesus, “I will lay 
down my life for you.” (John 
13:37).  Jesus told him that 

In fact, love is so important 
that the apostle Paul taught 
that, “If I speak in the tongues 
of men and of angels … 
have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries 

Picture by Lee Chung Horn



Moulding Lives: Boy’s Brigade
by Lee Chung Horn

Four True Wayans have 
committed themselves to a 

new ministry this year. 

True Way is now the sponsor 
of a Boys’ Brigade company. 
The newly forged relationship 
with the 94th Company of Nan 
Hua Secondary School was 
officially cemented this year.

The smartly turned-out 
boys, all aged 13 to 16 years, 
were presented to church 
congregants after their 
enrolment parade on 28 
March 2010. Sitting politely in 
the front pews, they brought 
a freshly-scrubbed vitality 
to church as they joined in 
Sunday worship.

Pastor Alvin Lim, Jonathan 
Tan, Lim Kwang Yang and 
Jason Tan are the core team 
that now helms the new 
ministry. Each playing a 
specific role, they mentor 
and teach the boys, some of 
who now come to True Way 
regularly.

Alvin Lim, who works with 
U12, explains: “In 2009, I 

learned that churches could 
“sponsor” BB companies. I’d 
been thinking of getting U12 
to start an outreach arm for 
some time. The Boys’ Brigade 
seemed like a potential area of 
ministry. But when I found out 
that the 94th Company was a 
secondary school company, and 
not a primary school one, I was 
not sure if we could engage 
it. Still, I felt I should keep an 
open mind, and so I joined 
the 94th Company parade for a 
month to find out more.”

His mission led him down 
a road of discovery and 
excitement. 

“Though they were a young 
company, I found the boys 
were highly motivated. 
They had a strong sense of 
team work,” Alvin recalls, 
“Somehow the environment 
was very Christian even though 
Nan Hua was not a Christian 
school.”

The proposal to start a 
new outreach ministry was 
presented to the church 

leadership. The response was 
yes.

Alvin worked hard to form a 
team. “While I felt led to this 
work, I didn’t experience first-
hand BB life in my school days. 
I needed co-workers, people 
who know this work better 
than I.”

He found faithful co-labourers 
in Jonathan Tan, Lim Kwang 
Yang and Jason Tan. All 
were BB boys before. Their 
partnership has allowed him 
to become chaplain to the 
company.

“Boys sign up to join the BB 
so they can take part in its 
exciting program. They take 
part in sports, drill, adventure 
education, and learn important 
life skills,” Jonathan Tan 
explains. Jonathan, a school 
teacher at Nan Hua, has 
been involved with the 94th 
Company for six years.

As its captain, Jonathan helps 
run the company’s operations, 
and is responsible for drawing 
up training programs and 

budgets. There are 106 boys in 
the company.

As the youngest True Way 
volunteer with the 94th 
Company, 23-year old Jason 
Tan was grateful to have an 
opportunity to give back to a 
work that had left a mark on 
his own growing-up years.
“I’m an officer cadet trainee 
with the 94th Coy. I run the 
drills, I help with leadership 
training, and welfare,” Jason 
volunteers, “Being with the 
students brought back amazing 
memories of my days when 
I was a member of the 49th 
Company of St Hilda’s Secondary 
School. It’s great to see young 
people mature in the BB!”

For now, a group of about 8 
boys have become regulars in 
True Way.

Bob Ng, 16, is a Secondary 4 
student at Nan Hua. Now in the 
midst of preparing for exams, 
his BB involvement has ended 
for the year. The only Christian 
in his family, Bob has been 
worshiping at the 830am service 
from the beginning of 2010.

Photo taken from the 94th Company Boys’ Brigade website.



“I became a Christian after 
I joined the BB in Secondary 
One. I’ve been with the BB 
ever since,” says the young 
man, who holds the rank of 
Warrant Officer with the BB. 
The Warrant Officer rank is 
the highest one for secondary 
school students.

“I’m the only Christian in my 
family. But I thank God my 
parents are supportive of my 
faith, and my involvement 
with the BB,” he relates. “In 
fact, they now see how I have 
changed.”

The officers are strict with the 
boys. But neither Bob, nor Tan 
Yu Peng, also 16, are unhappy 
with the discipline. Yu Peng, 
who comes to YouthZone 
activities, offers: “We have 
become better people with 
the discipline. Discipline is 
important in all areas of life. “

Bob, however, has chosen 
to attend the adult worship 
service at 830am. “I have got 
to know some of the adults in 
church. I come alone, and at 
first they were surprised at that. 
But I have made many friends.”
 
What can True Way do to help 
support the new ministry? 

Apart from the church’s 
financial contributions to the 
Company’s training activities, 
a continuing need is for more 
volunteers to get involved. 
For instance, primers - youth 
studying in a local polytechnic 
or university – are needed to 
provide a steady stream of 
officers. 

“Pray for our Character 
Education program,” Jason says. 
“As Nan Hua is not a Christian 
school, it is a challenge to 
share the Gospel. But by God’s 

grace, we’d been able to have 
worship and message sessions 
in the classroom setting as a 
company.”

Officially designated Character 
Education, this program, 
an integral part of the BB 
curriculum, aims to introduce 
Christian values to BB youths.  
Alvin: “This year we examined 
several values: love, availability, 
boldness, and contentment. 
In our lessons, we draw from 
Biblical examples and verses.”

Interestingly, despite the Boy’s 
Brigade being male-dominated, 
women can also get involved as 
volunteers and officers.

And how has the 94th Company 
affected the lives of its new 
leaders?

Alvin: “It has helped me to be 
active in evangelism again.”
Jason:  “I’m reminded of the 
BB’s motto: “Sure & Steadfast”. 
Have I been sure and steadfast? 
I’m touched that Jonathan has 
been the one to bring the boys 
to church. In time I pray that 
God would use me to do the 
same.”

Beloved of 
God
Reflections at Port Dickson

by Soh Lay Bin

This June, I went to church 
retreat. Along with 184 

other campers, I spent four 
wonderful days communing 
with God. My camping history 
reaches back to the 80s - I have 
been to so many! – but this 
time, I kept a camp journal. I 
want to remember – for a long 
time - what touched my heart 
at Port Dickson.  

8am Breakfast

I saw Angie Chia hovering 
over her 17 year old daughter, 
Chelsea, during breakfast time.  
Meeting my eye, Angie said she 
loved her daughter – no matter 
what. She realized her love 
carried no thought of return.  
This realization reminded her 
of God’s unconditional love 
for us – regardless of whether 
or not we are grateful, God 
continues to love us.  

How costly and risky it is to love 
another person unselfishly…
but as dearly beloved children 
of God, our real business in life 
is to learn to love…

10am John Chong Ser 
Choon

During the camp, camp speaker 
John Chong said he had been 
married for 24 years.  He added 
that his wife had stood by 
him during the most difficult 
times of his life and continues 
to support him till this day 
even though he still hurts her 
(not deliberately, of course). 
What spurs a woman to such 
commitment and devoted love 
– I wonder?

To learn to risk and trust in a 
world filled with faithlessness 
and broken promises – maybe 
this is what it means to be a 
real woman, a real man…

John was a man of gentle 
demeanor and I was moved 

as he talked transparently of 
many struggles in his spiritual 
pilgrimage. He had wrestled 
with many issues about living 
life as a Christian. I saw how 
God is able to mightily use 
a man with a teachable and 
humble heart.

From left: Lim Kwang Yang, Pastor Alvin Lim, Jonathan Tan and Jason Tan

I saw how God is 
able to mightily use a 
man with a teachable 
and humble heart.

His sermons were about living 
a life centred in Christ. He 
talked a lot about being, how 
being should come before 
doing. He talked about how 
we serve God because we are 
loved by God.

1pm A soup bowl of love

At lunch, I found myself at 
the back end of a long queue 
for the food. I was hungry. 
When I reached the pot of 
soup, I found it was empty. As 
I did not think the soup pot 
would be swiftly replenished, 
I retired to my seat with my 
plate of rice and chicken. A 
short while later, Linda Keh 
appeared at my table. She 
had brought a bowl of warm 
winter melon soup to me! She 
had seen me at the empty pot, 
and so, when it was refilled, 
she rose to get a bowl for me.
 
Such thoughtfulness warmed 
my heart like no soup could! 
In addition, Linda also brought 
along a big cooker to the 
camp to prepare green bean 
soup and red bean soup for 
our tea-break and supper….
her big heart is filled with 
God’s love.

7pm Dinner

I shared a table with Kien 
Seng and Ai Tin at dinner 

“My involvement has 
given me a beautiful 
new opportunity to 
share my life with the 
boys.”
Lim Kwang Yang, who was a 
BB boy before, and now serves 
as officer with the company, 
does not always make it down 
to Wednesday parades because 
of his work. But his is a loyal 
face and trusty presence at BB 
camps and Sunday meetings.
He says simply: “My involve-
ment has given me a beautiful 
new opportunity to share my 
life with the boys.”  



that pleases God. The old, like 
us, are God’s beloved children.  

7am Sunrise devotion

John Chong has invited us all to 
the beach for sunrise devotion.

I have never been a morning 
lark. I’m more a night owl, 
actually. However, as I wanted 
to learn how to more deeply 
“immerse” myself in God’s 
Word, I made an effort to 
drag myself out of bed for the 
devotion time. 

We all stood on the sand. 
Facing us with a smile, John 
gave instructions about what 
to take note of during the 
morning’s devotion. He then 
proceeded to read the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son, before 
sending us off to meditate 
on God’s Word and commune 
with Him. 

As I walked away from the 
others, the vast brightening 
expanse of sky above me made 
me catch my breath. The soft 
sand beneath my sandals, the 
whisper of the sea, and the 
unending blue were a vision 
of God’s measureless love.

I have been given the whole 
inheritance – everything I 
ever wanted. But, like the 
Prodigal Son, I squandered it 
all on trivial and meaningless 
pursuits. My years – how 
careless I had been with them. 
Yet, when my steps lead 
me to repentance, what an 
unexpected and tremendous 
welcome He gives me!

How great is God’s love, grace 
and generosity! Greater even, 
my debt of love.  

time. An unending line of 
people stopped by our table 
to speak to Kien Seng. He 
responded very patiently, 
wisely and graciously to all 
manner of questions, requests 
and comments. During the few 
moments of “free” time, he 
ate quickly and gave undivided 
attention to Ai Tin and their 
young son Gavriel. He helped 
to feed and carry Gavriel so Ai 
Tin could take a break.

I saw how he met the needs of 
people around him patiently 
and effectively. I thought this 
was such a good example 
of the centred life John had 
talked about earlier in the day.

Many of us live the “driven” 
or “balanced” life – always 
busy, always multi-tasking. 
Our emphasis is on doing, 
before being. Our approach 
to people, even people in 
church, is that people are 
to be managed, coaxed and 
motivated so we get the job 
done.

On the other hand, the 
“centred” life starts from 
a simpler beginning. In the 
“centred” life, we start by 

focusing on our identity in 
Christ. Our perspective on 
people is that they are to be 
related to, and loved.

8pm After dinner

Walking out of the restaurant, 
I met Hian Imm and her elderly 
mother going for a walk. 
Hian Imm told me her mother 
needed to walk and exercise 
regularly for a medical reason.

Hian Imm, Hian Lay and Tock 
Heng came for church retreat 
this year. The Lows are one of 
several big families who go to 
church camp every year. They 
almost always bring their mom 
along even though this meant 
they had to look after her.

I have often seen the Low 
siblings giving loving attention 
to their mother through 
words, prayers, a gentle touch, 
a listening ear, and by just 
being there with her.

Caring for elderly parents is 
a challenge. Each year, things 
get harder. Obeying scripture 
by honouring and loving our 
parents is an act of discipleship 
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I have been given the 
whole inheritance 
– everything I ever 
wanted. But, like 
the Prodigal Son, I 
squandered it all.

The quiet of the beach and the 
cool morning air was something 
I had not experienced for a 
long time. My heart softened as 
I saw people – young and old - 
making their way to the beach. 
Some people looked like they 
had rolled out of bed. But they 
came.
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Rev Ronnie Ang fields questions.

with Rev Ronnie Ang 

TOGETHER: What do you 
hope for your sermons to 
do?

I hope they change hearts and 
lives for God. 

How have you seen your 
sermons work in your 
listeners?

I’ll be honest here. In my five 
years of ministry, nobody has 
come to tell me how his or her 
life had been changed as a 
result of my preaching. But I’m 
not giving up.

Share with us some of your 
experiences teaching the 
baptism candidates.

For me, the greatest 
challenge is the last lesson 

on Presbyterian distinctives. 
I taught this lesson to the 
last two batches of baptism 
candidates. The lesson covers 
Calvinism and the doctrine 
of election. One of the 
basic tenets of faith in the 
Presbyterian Church is how 
we understand election. So 
we discussed how God chose 
us for salvation and how He 
gave us the grace not only 
to come to saving faith but 
also to persevere to the end. 
Some candidates understood 
their conversion from a non-
Calvinist perspective - they felt 
their belief was an exercise of 
their free will, and so found 
it hard to accept that their 
sincere faith in Jesus was 
also grace from God. There 
was quite an exchange and 
we jokingly concluded that 
there was still time for the 
candidates to withdraw if they 

weren’t sure they believed 
in election! But of course we 
affirmed one another that 
True Way is ultimately a church 
belonging to Jesus Christ, and 
the authority for our beliefs 
and practices is the Bible, not 
John Calvin or his Institutes of 
the Christian Religion. 

How do you think your 
being a single person 
sharpens you for ministry?

Many of my lecturers in 
seminary tried to convince 
me that I would be better 
equipped for ministry if I were 
married. They argued that 
a spouse was the best critic 
one could have to sharpen 
one’s ministry. If not for Paul’s 
exhortation in 1 Corinthians 
7, I would be desperately 
searching for that somebody to 
be my critic! But the question 
is really whether or not I have 
understood and practised 
what Paul taught – that an 
unmarried man is concerned 
about the Lord’s affairs—how 
he can please the Lord.

How did the call come to 
you to switch career track, 
go to bible school, and 
become a pastor?

I went to England in 1995 
to do a Bachelor degree in 
engineering. I studied very 
hard because I wanted to be 
better equipped for work. 
Things began to change when 
I became a senior with the 
Chinese Christian Society there. 
Bible study was shallow and 
most of us could not deal with 
tough passages. Inter-religious 
forums were often held on 
campus, and I felt ashamed 
that Christians could not really 
speak up for their faith. I was 
only a three year old Christian, 
and I realized that the Max 
Lucado books I’d read could 
not help me defend my faith. 
Then I chanced upon a book by 
John Stott and realized what 

theology was really about, 
and that it was foundational 
for my practice and defence 
of the faith. That was when I 
began to really read the Bible, 
pouring into my study of the 
Word the same passion and 
zeal I had for engineering. 
Over the next five years or 
so, my passion for the former 
grew while my interest in the 
latter dwindled. Finally it took 
a book by Rev David Wong 
titled The Jade Bangle to speak 
to my heart and set me on the 
road to bible school. It remains 
a mystery to me why and how 
this book spoke to me. All I 
can say is that it somehow set 
my soul on fire. 

After five years in ministry, 
what are some of the 
differences between 
working with a church and 
working in a secular job 
that still give you pause?

In my previous secular job, I 
was expected to please the 
boss since he paid my salary, 
and satisfy the customers 
since they provided the 
money for my boss to pay 
me. How I got the job done 
was unimportant to them. In 
the church, sometimes it feels 
like everybody is my boss cum 
customer. I am on standby 24/7 
to serve them! Yet the one 
that I’m supposed to please 
is the Lord of the church, 
and how I get the job done 
absolutely matters to him. 
What if I pleased the Lord but 
offended the customer in the 
process? Or what if I pleased 
people and incurred the Lord’s 
displeasure as a result? 

At the end of a long, tiring 
day, what gives you joy?

The sight of my faithful 
buddy waiting for me to come 
home. I don’t know why I’m 
so precious to my dog and I 
will never know why I’m even 
more precious to my Lord.   
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