
MICA (P) 051/03/2014TRUE WAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ENGLISH CONGREGATION        Issue 2  •  December 2014

by Kevin Chua

continues on page 3

A God-shaped Hole
July.

The end of the academic year 
in China.

With exams out of the way, it 
is time to pack the bags and 
head home. 

For many of the hundreds of 
Mianyang university students, 
this journey would be a two-
hour bus ride to neighbouring 
Chengdu. For others from 
more distant parts, the journey 
would take two days on a 
crowded train, sometimes with 
no guaranteed seat.

But spirits are high on the last 
day of school. Located in the 
Sichuan province in the south 
west of China, Mianyang is 
known as a rising science and 
technology centre. The city has 
six universities and colleges.

In China, school is competitive. 
Every departing student looks 
forward to settling into the 
comforting familiarity of 
home. 

Still, fourteen students 
thought differently. They are 
postponing their homebound 
journey to attend a five-day 
summer camp to become more 
proficient in English.

Speaking English

This is the second time True 
Way is organizing a varsity 
English camp in Sichuan. The 
last camp took place in 2013. 
This, however, is my first camp. 

It is also my first visit to China.

Everybody has an opinion on 
China. I have heard that the 
young in China are eager to 
be successful, yet do not like 
to be told what to do. Like 

young people everywhere, the 
twenty-something generation 
in 21st century China believe 
they know what is best for 
them. This has sometimes 
made them arrogant and 
judgmental.

China’s speedy transformation 
in the past three decades 
from an isolated economy to 
a flourishing, international 
market has created a 
generation fissure that is 
arguably wider than the 
demographic gap in the West.

Like the kids, I, too, have a 
bag. In go clothes, books, 
toothbrush. I guess my qualms 
and prayers are there, too. 
I am thinking I would be a 
bit older than the students I 

would teach English to, but 
not much. 

The publicity apparatus for our 
camp is simple. Because open 
publicity is difficult, we rely 
on word-of-mouth. While the 
reach is limited, the powerful 
testimony of ex-campers who 
participated in last year’s 
camp draw a good number of 
students to sign up.

I don’t really know why the 
students came. Maybe it’s 
the tales of last year’s fun-
filled activities. Or the still-
rare opportunity to brush up 
spoken English. It is a fact 
that most university students 
are good reading and writing 
English, but many struggle to 
speak it well. 

But perhaps it is the human 
desire for connection, the 
prospect that by delaying the 

goodbye, you give yourself 
time, even if it were a few 
days, to have the company of 
friends.

Defining oneself

Because I’ve never been to 
China, all I have is a media-
gleaned understanding of the 
land and its people. I envision 
a closeted, heavily regulated 
nation. I see a people who are 
driven by consumerism and 
wrapped up in self. I am not 
sure I would like the me-first 
generation.

But being there with my 
team and my students, I 
soon realise I am wrong. The 
students, aged 19 to 21, are 
not so very different from us. 
The issues they struggle with 
are familiar to me. I see their 
curiosity, their intellectual 
quest for answers, their 
attempts to define themselves 
and what happiness should 
look like, their urge to break 
conventions while staying close 
to people they know well.

Deciding on a God

I see that our campers are 
well-read and thoughtful, to 
a degree that surprised me. 
Through a control apparatus 
considered more extensive 
than in any other country the 
Chinese government blocks 
web content and monitors 
internet activity. Yet, the 

I see a people who 
are driven by 
consumerism 
and wrapped up 
in self. 

In China, school is 
competitive.

What would it take for China’s young people to discover, not just the world, but the Christian 
gospel?  Photos by Francis Chua and Lek Siang Hwa.
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Love is so important. My trip 
to China taught me this. 

Not just between fellow 
believers, but also to people 
who don’t know or share 
my faith. Jesus, when asked 
what was the greatest 
commandment in the Law, 
gave two – loving God, and 
loving one’s neighbour (Mt 
22:36-40). 

Jesus said that everything that 
is good hangs on these two 
commandments.

When my team-mates and I 
were making preparations 
to run the Varsity English 
Camp, I busied myself with 
learning skills and preparing 
lessons. Later I saw that love 
and acting in love, was more 
important that teaching class 
perfectly or talking about 
salvation perfectly.

I have visited China before, but 
never for a mission trip there. I 
looked forward to interacting 
with the students who would 
be at the camp. Like I, they 
were university students. We 
would have many things in 
common.

The camp was to last 5 days 
and 4 nights.

As excited as I was, I also felt 
fearful as the trip drew near. 
Would we really share the 
same aspirations and interests? 
How would the students 
respond to the activities we 
had planned? 

I write and read Chinese 
proficiently, but I don’t really 
speak Mandarin very well. 
Will I be able to interact 
easily in Mandarin? I didn’t 
know that the gospel terms 
– sin, reconciliation, grace, 
resurrection – were so difficult 
to conjure up.

…That you love one 
another by Joey Ng

The words of 1 Peter 4:8-10 
came alive: “Above all, love 
each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of 
sins. Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 
Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various 
forms.”

We learned to accept each 
other and help each other 
despite our differences.  
Each of us had a role to 
play in the camp, the roles 
included taking photographs, 
teaching, taking care of the 
money, taking charge of 
administrative matters, leading 
games. We used the gifts we 
had received to serve one 
another.

I saw how my team mate Ares 
Tan would lovingly help Aunty 
Margaret and Uncle Wilson 
up and down the many steps 
we needed to climb at the 
campsite. 

The team met every morning 
to pray before the day’s 
program. As we related our 

concerns, we shared each 
other’s burdens.

I discovered that these periods 
of prayer encouraged me and 
reminded me that a common 
mission and love made us one. 

On a more personal level, 
I truly appreciated the 
daily prayers I had with my 
roommate, Christabel Lim. 
Christabel, a lawyer-in-
training and I would share 
our thoughts for the day. We 
talked about the students 
we had met, and prayed for 
opportunities to share the 
Christian gospel with them. 

We encouraged each other to 
persevere, to press on in our 
work for the camp. 

We organized a movie 
screening at the camp. This 
movie was a comedy drama 

I also wondered: will we 
be able to share the gospel 
openly in China?

On top of that, not every 
person in our team of 12 from 
True Way has worked together 
before. A few were members 
of last year’s team, but I was 
one of the newbies. Our age 
span was huge. Some of us 
were students, others working 
adults, and Uncle Wilson and 
Aunty Margaret were a retired 
couple. How would such a 
wide range of people, from 
all walks of life, organize and 
execute a camp? 

Of course, we prayed. We 
prayed that the God who is 
greater than all things would 
lead and guide us. 

We had disagreements. For 
example, at first we weren’t 
sure when to hold the camp. 
Should the camp stretch across 
a Sunday so we could plan a 
Sunday worship service? And 
should we hold the camp later 
so that all the students would 
have completed their exams?

But love bound us together. 

We learned to 
accept each other 
and help each 
other despite our 
differences.  

God who is greater 
than all things would 
lead and guide us.

Improving one’s command of English is an important pursuit in China. Photo by Francis Chua



3

continued from page 1

A God-shaped 
Hole
young people at our camp 
are resourceful, curious and 
connected.

To them, the question of the 
meaning of life, in particular, 
seems important. Many 
Singaporean youths and young 
adults, leaving behind our 
teenage years, ask the same 
questions. 

Being university students, 
many of the Chinese campers 
are knowledgeable about faith 
traditions and religions. They 
ask questions about religious 
practices and teachings, while 
comparing and contrasting 
their doctrines.

Deciding on happiness

At the camp, I find that our 
questions flowed into a 
common sea. In every young 
life (and I suspect, even when 
we grow older) we often ask 
and re-ask ourselves what our 
definition of happiness is. Is 
happiness defined by wealth? 
By dazzling careers? By finding 
close, faithful friends? In 
avoiding loneliness? 

Is happiness found in 
milestones or achievements? 
The Chinese youth seem to 
realise that these definitions 
were insufficient.

Deciding on motivations

Many sociologists and human 
resource professionals believe 
that China’s one-child policy 
has created a generation of 
self-absorbed youngsters who 
live for themselves. These 
young people find it hard to 
put up with jobs they don’t 
like. That notwithstanding, 

starring Adam Sandler. The 
plan was to get everybody 
to discuss what they thought 
about the movie. In the movie, 
Sandler played a workaholic 
architect who wanted success, 
a dream job, a good family 
and a big house. He acquired 
a magic universal remote that 
allowed him to control time. 
Soon, he was fast-forwarding 
through unpleasant and 
dull moments in his life. But 
he later learned that the 
seemingly unimportant and 
unpleasant moments were 
the moments that bore vital 
life lessons. In chasing after 
success, he forgot the things 
that ultimately made life 
meaningful. 

After the movie, we got our 
students to speak English. We 
asked them many questions. 
Did they think the main movie 
character was a successful 
man? Why or why not? 

I listened hard, and what I 
heard astonished me. God was 
using a Hollywood movie to 
move human hearts! Earlier, 
I had felt doubtful. Sandler 
wasn’t by any stretch an actor 
I particularly liked. But the 
movie touched our hearts.

A few of the students were 
very young Christians. 
Watching them, I was 
impressed by their passion 
and boldness in sharing their 
faith with their peers. I was 
encouraged. Many of these 
young Christians were not 
afraid to talk about God and 
how God had brought change 
to their lives. Would I be more 
courageous in reaching out to 
my friends in Singapore?

Through their speech and 
behavior, I was reminded of 
our call to be salt and light  
(Mt 5:13-16). 

Soon it was the last day. 
Many of our students spoke 
expressively, telling us they 
were grateful not just that we 
had given them useful English 
lessons, but also that we had 
loved them. n

(The Varsity English Camp team comprised 
Aaron Yip, Ares Tan, Christabel Lim, Kuah 
En Shyang, Francis Chua, Jason Tan, Joey 
Ng, Lek Siang Hwa, Wilson Fu, Margaret Fu, 
Ryan Ng and Kevin Chua)

I was reminded of 
our call to be salt 
and light.

I sense that our campers are 
deeply influenced by the 
expectations of their parents 
and elders. Quite a few times, 
they tell us they would enter 
the careers their parents have 
chosen for them. I wonder in 
my heart: “Am I any different? 
Who do I seek to please? How 
does this realisation shape 
the person I am, and will 
become?”

Changing course

Before embarking on this trip, 
I thought that the mission 
terrain of our camp would be 
one filled with non-believers. 
They may be argumentative, 
they may be eager to hear 
the Gospel. But they would be 
non-believers. To my surprise, 
almost half of the camp 
participants are believers. This 
causes us to shift gears. We 
quickly realise we needed, 
not only to preach to non-
believers, but also to support 
and strengthen the faith of 
believers. 

This reminded me of Paul’s 
accounts in Acts 14 and 18. 
Paul and his teams often 
retraced their steps in order 
to strengthen and encourage 
believers he had formerly 
preached to.

To that end, the students are 
curious to hear about our 
own faith journeys. How, 
as Christians, we meet and 
overcome obstacles in our 
lives. They are also interested 
in how we make decisions 
in our day-to-day lives as 
Christians. Basically, they want 
to know how we lived our lives 
as Christians.

This drives home to me 
the reality that sharing the 
Gospel is more than just bible 
knowledge. As 1 Peter 1:15-19 
instructs us, our call to holy 
living creates a break with our 
past ignorance. This may win 
non-believers over without 
words.

At many moments in the 
camp, the one question we 
keep coming back to: how did 
we come to faith, and how are 
we different as a result?

Our students aren’t interested 
in an intellectual discourse. 
They have the facts and 
propositions. What they 
really want to know is: “What 
difference does faith in Jesus 
Christ make to our lives?

“How does confessing Christ 
change the way we make 
choices and decisions? How 
does it make us happy? How 
does it motivate us?”

I found myself praying that 
our students would see the 
God-shaped hole in their lives. 
We all have the same hole. I 
pray that they would begin to 
fill their hole. n

I see their curiosity, 
their intellectual 
quest for answers, 
their attempts to 
define themselves 
and what happiness 
should look like, 
their urge to break 
conventions.

What they really want 
to know is: “What 
difference does 
faith in Jesus 
Christ make to our 
lives?

Not just a place we taught lessons, the 
classroom became a space where
Christian love was seen. Photos
by Francis Chua and Lek Siang Hwa.
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Rev Edwin Wong examines 
the heart of the Christian rite 
– bread, wine, a community, 
and the ineffable presence 
of Jesus of Nazareth.

Christians throughout history 
cherish the Lord’s Supper as 

God’s gift to them. Although 
our understanding of this 
gift has changed over time, 
there is no doubt it continues 
to be of great significance to 
churches today. As followers 
of Christ, we need to grow in 
our conviction that the Lord’s 
Supper is essential to Christian 
discipleship, spiritual vitality, 
as well as to the well-being of 
our community.

1 Also called the Holy 
Communion or Eucharist, 

the Lord’ Supper is believed by 
Christians to be a sacrament.
The word ‘sacrament’ was 
originally derived from the 
Latin “sacramentum” which 
means a sacred pledge of 
public commitment symbolised 
by a visible sign. For Christians, 
‘sacrament’ was later 
understood as “an outward 
and visible sign of an inward 
and invisible grace”.
The Lord’s Supper reminds 
us of God’s covenantal 
faithfulness to His people. 

The bread and wine are 
delightfully rich symbols of 
how God administers His 
divine grace. According to 
French theologian John Calvin, 
the sacraments are also to be 
inseparably attached to God’s 
Word as the sacraments seal 
the promises found in the 
Word.  

2 Unlike the Roman Catholic 
Church which identifies 

seven sacraments, Protestant 
churches observe only two - 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
This is because we believe only 
these two were instituted by 
Christ (Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-
25; Lk 22:14-20; 1 Cor 11:23-
26). We find no scriptural 
warrant for the others. 

Interestingly, groups such 
as the Salvation Army and 
Society of Friends (Quakers) 
do not administer sacraments. 
They hold to their conviction 
that God’s grace is not to 
be confined to these two 
sacraments.

3 One controversy 
surrounding the Lord’s 

Supper has to do with 
whether the elements are 
symbolic of Christ’s presence, 
or whether they change 
into the actual substance 
of the body and blood of 
Christ, a process known as 
“transubstantiation”. 

During the Reformation, 
Martin Luther and Huldrych 
Zwingli were united in their 
rejection of the teaching that 
the Eucharist functions as the 
same sacrifice Christ offered 
on the cross, in that it is a 
propitiatory sacrifice offered 
for the sins of the living and 
the dead.

In response, the Council of 
Trent issued decrees to which 
Catholics adhere today, 
declaring that any person 
who does not believe in the 
doctrine of transubstantiation 
is a heretic and damned to 
hell.

4 Protestant churches differ 
with regard to who could 

partake of the elements.           
In general, churches which 

hold to the “open table” 
concept welcome all 
Christians, regardless of their 
denominational affiliation. 
They may differ on whether 
or not the recipient has to be 
baptised. Covenantal theology 
moves many Reformed 
churches to also allow 
baptised children of believers 
to participate in the Holy 
Communion. 

On the other hand, the 
Orthodox Church and Baptist 
congregations practise “closed 
communion,” choosing to 
restrict participation to only 
those baptised within their 
denomination. 

Withholding the Holy 
Communion is a traditional 
way to administer church 
discipline. In 2004, former 
St. Louis Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Raymond Burke 
declared he would bar Senator 
John Kerry from taking 
communion, saying the latter 
was in a state of grave sin for 
being pro-choice.

5 How frequently churches 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

varies.  
           
Most congregations today 
celebrate the Holy Communion 
once a month. In the past, the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated 
more frequently. However, 
pastoral concerns over 
potential abuses and practical 

constraints have led to the 
Lord’s Supper being celebrated 
less frequently. 

Interestingly, Calvin taught 
that “the Lord’s Table should 
have been spread at least once 
a week for the assembly of 
Christians, and the promises 
declared in it should feed us 
spiritually.” It is interesting to 
observe that some churches 
today have rediscovered 
Calvinist guidelines and are 
recovering the benefits of 
having the Lord’s Supper 
weekly.   
  

6 In Reformed churches, it is 
usually the ordained minister 

or elders who will take the 
elements from the table and 
serve it to believers in the pews. 

This practice springs from the 
Reformed conviction that God’s 
sovereign grace reaches down 
to His people. Believers do not 
come forward to take God’s 
blessings. Erroneous practices 
have abounded throughout 
history. One example is the 
practice, which continues 
in some churches today, of 
restricting the cup to only the 
clergy, because it is too sacred 
to be distributed to the laity.  

7 Not surprisingly, there is 
also a diversity of views as 

to what should be served as 
elements for the Lord’s Supper. 

Some Christians, for example, 
are adamant that the bread 
be unleavened because yeast 
is sometimes associated with 
sin in the Bible. Since the 
19th century, Methodists have 
preferred to use unfermented 
grape juice rather than wine. 
This is seen as abstinence from 
alcohol as well as being a way 
to encourage children and 
youths to participate in the 
Lord’s Supper. In case you are 
unaware, True Way serves both 
wine and grape juice so that 
believers can come freely to 
Christ without stumbling over 
this issue!  n

7 things we should know 
about the Lord’s Supper
by Edwin Wong

In the Lord’s Supper, bread and wine are astonishing symbols of divine grace.
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In Short
Intergenerational 4.0: 
Conversations About Death

Why do congregations find it 
so hard to talk about death? 
This is a question we often 
ask ourselves. Yet, in a 
confounding way, this is also a 
question we don’t ask enough. 
This year’s intergenerational 
service – in its fourth 
incarnation – tried to unearth 
answers to this inquiry. 

Each year, Intergenerational, a 
faith-vs-culture project with a 
creative heart, gathers a group 
of True Wayan congregants 
from different generations, 
and charges them to teach 
gospel truths to the church 
community. Conversations 
About Death is a short film 
created by project leader 
Elder Lee Chung Horn and 
a homegrown film team 
comprising Neo Beng Poh, 
Wong Tian En and Tracy Neo.

In his introduction, Lee asks: 
“What is the cost of not 
discussing death? Why not 
discuss death –if Jesus’ death 
and resurrection stands at the 
heart of our faith?”

The short documentary took 
one month to create and 
featured a cast of congregants, 
most of whom have lost loved 
ones. The candour of their 
memories and confessions 
brought poignant light to 
what remains a difficult topic 
to talk about, teaching all 
that God remains in faithful 
relationship with us in all 
circumstances and conditions.

“This year, I threw away 
the script,” says Elder Chung 
Horn. “I wanted to hear 
authentic voices and let them 
tell us God’s goodness can be 
experienced within the reality 
of pain and heart-rending 
grief.”

“I am privileged to be in this 
short film, to be allowed to 
share my story,” says Cynthia 
Loke, who is undergoing 
treatment for cancer. The 
other participants were David 
Alfred, Rev Lee Kien Seng, 
Joyce Peh, Low Tock Heng, 
Cheong Suay Keow and Dennis 
Mok.

Presbyterian Run & Walk 

The Presbyterian Church in 
Singapore organized a run-
and-walk on 8 November 
2014. Held at the East Coast 
Park Big Splash, the charity 
event sought to raise funds 
for the new Presbyterian 
Hub in Telok Kurau. Despite 
the heavy downpour at 

dawn, the runners who had 
gathered by 6.30am, were in 
high spirits, After speeches by 
Health Minister Mr Gan Kim 
Yong, the event’s guest-of-
honour, and Synod Moderator 
Rt Rev Leow Khee Fatt, the 
runners were flagged off in 
the crisp morning air. Rev 
Leow, in his address, urged 
all Presbyterians to run, not 
just the day’s course, but the 
pilgrim race, with endurance, 
surrounded as they were by a 
great cloud of witnesses.

The new Hub construction 
project is targeted to complete 
in 2017. It has a construction 
budget of $45 to 53 billion.

Becoming a Contagious 
Christian seminar

Some 44 church congregants 
signed up for a five-session 
week night seminar entitled 
‘Becoming a Contagious 
Christian’. Led by Rev Lee 
Kien Seng, the August/
September seminar sought 
to teach participants about 
personal evangelism, helping 
them to first understand their 

own fears, then discovering 
their personal styles and later 
crafting testimonies. “We are 
looking to equip more and 
more of our worshippers to 
reach out within their own 
spheres of influence,” said Rev 
Lee. “It’s not good enough 
to tell our people that they 
need to share the Gospel. We 
should show them how it may 
be done.”

Church baptisms

We welcomed 18 persons into 
communicant membership on 
Easter Sunday. Of this number, 
8 adults and 9 youths were 
baptized, and one person was 
received through confirma-
tion. Another four persons 
transferred their memberships 
to True Way. Additionally, 
three infants were baptized. 
On Christmas day, when the 
second annual baptism service 
is held, 9 adults, 3 youths and 
one infant were baptised. 
One person was confirmed 
and another received through 
transfer of membership. n

serves the same functions – it 
has worship services, it prays, 
it finds and receives grace in 
baptism and the sacraments. 
At this moment, the worship 
service is held on Saturdays, 
but we pray it would soon 
become a Sunday service as 
God adds to our number.

How is this group of 
believers different?

We hope to retain the social 
elements that are unique 
to our Malay culture. Sadly, 
Christianity has come to 

be viewed as “western,” 
wherein individualism and 
independence are often 
regarded as having great 
importance, or greater 
importance than community 
and solidarity. We hope 
the spirit of “kampong” 
will remain with us. This 
preservation of cultural 
distinctives should not be 
allowed to confuse our 
Christian identity, but Malay 
converts don’t have to become 
cultural refugees.

How does this happen? Well, 
we keep our Malay names 
even after we have converted 
to Christianity. Our way of 
greeting each other remains 

unchanged. Men don’t shake 
hands with women, and 
vice versa. We continue to 
speak the Malay language. 
We also fast as a ministry of 
intercession.

This importantly allows us to 
keep our cultural attributes, 
even after conversion. 

Does anything worry you?

The fact that many Malay 
converts wrongly see their 
“liberation” from the yoke of 
their previous religion to mean 
freedom to do what is right in 
their eyes. 

What have you been 
praying for?

Right now, our worship service 
is bilingual – we speak in Malay 
and English. God willing, it 
will be wholly Malay one day. 
One language – Malay. Like in 
Chinese language churches. 
We long for the day when we 
can stand with every tribe and 
every nation before God (Rev 
7:9-10).

At the end of a long day, 
what gives you joy?

It’s the knowledge that God 
who started the day and ends  
it has helped me. n

continued from page 6

A Cuppa

The most important race of one’s life is the 
life of faith. Photo by Lee Chung Horn

The simple words “I’m sorry” may be all 
you need to say to a friend who has lost a 
loved one. Photo by William Neo.

In baptism, we enact the profound truths of 
death and life, We pass through death, and 
rise to new life inside a community of faith. 
Photo by Jimmy Ang.
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A Cuppa with Eddie Chandra 

A Cuppa is a column of conversations on current issues in the True Way church family, and the church at large.

Eddie Chandra, who has been 
a communicant member of 

our church since the 90s, was 
recently elected by the English 
Congregation to be its newest 
associate minister. Eddie will 
be ordained in the new year. 
Eddie talks with TOGETHER.

TOGETHER: Eddie, we send 
congratulations on the 
occasion of your election. 
We are praying with you.

Eddie: Thank you for your 
prayers and support. Without 
the encouragement that I have 
received from God’s people 
at True Way, I’m convinced 
my journey would not have 
become what it is. Praise God 
for sustaining me all this time.

What does this new 
call mean to you from a 
personal angle?

I am thrilled to be given 
another opportunity to serve 
God. It’s God’s grace.
   

From a work perspective, 
what does the call bring?

My call to become an ordained 
minister gives a new credibility 
to the work that is being 
done in, and for, the Malay 
Christian community. I think 
a new chapter for missions is 
beginning. 

What has your family said?

My family has seen my path 
developing in my life for 
years. I have served as the 
elder of the church’s outreach 
pillar. I have been on various 
missions committees. I have 
been working and serving in 
the Malay ministry. I sense that 
my ordination will be quite a 
responsibility because people 
will expect things of me. 
One thing that comforts me 
is knowing my family is very 
supportive of my calling. 

Tell us a bit about the work 
you have been doing in 
your community. When did 
you start?

My home, when I was growing 
up, was a house church. I’m 
a second-generation Malay 
Christian. My parents opened 
their home when they 
accepted Christ. My father 
was Indian. Before he married 
my mother who is Malay, he 
converted to Islam. When a 
person who is not ethnically 
Malay converts to Islam, he is 
said to “masuk melayu” – that 
is, he is said to have become a 
Malay. My father was given a 
Malay name – Mohammed Ali. 
After I was born, my parents 
had to register me at the local 
police post. There, the police 
erroneously used my father’s 
former name Chandra instead 
of Mohammed Ali. Eddie was 
a home name which my father 
gave me.

I grew up in a Christian home. 
I saw how very few Malays 
were open to the gospel. This 
started the work.

How did things begin?

In the mid-80s, I became 
interested in reaching Malays. 
I became friends with a group 
of Malay Christians and we 
began to evaluate and rethink 
the ways to reach the Malay 
community with the good 

news. I began to see more 
clearly where the line between 
culture and religious belief 
runs. My heart was burdened 
because I saw there was no 
concerted effort to proclaim 
the good news.

Where emotionally did this 
work take you?

We realize that Singapore is 
the “Jerusalem” from which 
we could begin our ministry. 
We considered Singapore’s 
constitution, and saw that 
it guarantees freedom of 
religion. Just as people from 
one ethnic group and religious 
affiliation have the freedom to 
convert to a different religion, 
this is also true for Malays.  

What has kept you going?

I discovered that many of 
the earliest converts to 
Christianity were Malays. 
They came to faith during 
the 1840s, the time of Rev 
Benjamin Keasberry’s ministry. 
In fact, what is today Prinsep 
Street Presbyterian Church 
was once the Malay Chapel. 
Sadly, very few of the Malay 
Christians in Singapore today 
are descendants of these 
early Malay Christians. This 
realization has moved me 
and a few others to work to 
revive this work. God’s grace 
came upon the Malay people 

then, could we not ask God for 
grace again? 

We know that many of the 
first Malay converts went 
back to their former religion. 
This continues to happen 
today. The challenge is to find 
fresh ways to nourish Malay 
believers and root them inside 
an environment of Christian 
identity. This environment 
does not have to be hostile or 
antithetical to Malay traits and 
Malay culture. We need to find 
what is biblical and relevant 
to us. 

Later, you heard a call to 
full-time ministry work.

Yes. That was 2005. To make 
sure I had a genuine call, I 
spoke to church leaders. Did 
they think I was pastoral 
material? They gave me their 
support. My family members 
also gave me their approval. 

What was studying in 
seminary like? 

Entering seminary was scary. 
I was convinced my brain had 
become rusty. I had left school 
some thirty years ago! In my 
first exam at Singapore Bible 
College, I remember breaking 
out in cold sweat. By that time, 
I knew my memory was bad. 
And I realised I hadn’t quite 
got into a proper study habit. I 
really needed God’s grace!

What form does your work 
take now? How will this 
change in the future?

We now have a body of 
believers who have called 
themselves the Community of 
Malay Christians. The presence 
of an ordained minister will 
help this new community. 
Spiritually, this community 
bears the marks of a church. It 

continues on page 5

Eddie Chandra will be ordained as associate minister in 2015. Photo by Jonathan Tham.
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