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True Way Presbyterian Church functioned as a single entity 
comprising three different worship services from 1939 to 

1991: Hokkien (from 1939), English (from 1970) and Mandarin 

True Way Presbyterian Church 
– English Congregation: 25 Years of God’s 

goodness and faithfulness
Koh Guat Hua

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

1

True Way was first known as Chinese Christian True-Way Church (中华基督教会 正道

堂). (Refer to Endnotes for explanation)
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(from 1981). In 1992, True Way Presbyterian Church–English 
Congregation was formed. 

Led by Rev Tan Leng Tian（陈令典牧师）who came to serve 
the Lord in Singapore a century ago in 1918, True Way started as 
a Hokkien service congregation worshipping in the premises of 
Sin Chew Kindergarten (星州幼稚园) at Tras Street. Most of the 
members came from the Tanjong Pagar area.

Sin Chew Kindergarten at Tras Street

By the grace of God, in 1959, Chinese Christian True-Way 
Church acquired a plot of land on Stirling Road in Queenstown. The 
construction project for her own church building began immediately 
and by 23 October 1960, the building confidently proclaiming to 
the world her name “Chinese Christian True-Way Church” stood 
proudly on 156B Stirling Road. The premises comprised a single 
storey sanctuary with a single storey annexe building. The first 
worship and thanksgiving service was officially conducted on 18 
December 1960.
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The annexe building

In December 1963, founding pastor Rev Tan Leng Tian was 
called home by the Lord. Rev Tong Chiun Chia (董群家牧师) 
and his family came from Taiwan to minister to the True Way 
flock from 1966 to 1969. After the departure of Rev Tong, a new 
minister Rev Stephen Tan (陈振光牧师) continued to minister to 
the congregation. Rev Stephen. Tan, who was effectively bilingual 
in Mandarin and English, noticed an unusual phenomenon among 
the young people – they were attending worship service as well 
as serving in the various ministries using the Hokkien dialect. Yet, 
they were communicating among themselves in English. These 
were the English-educated younger generation worshippers. Rev 
Stephen Tan responded to the need of this group of young people 
and the True Way English Service was born in September 1970. She 
considered herself the daughter of the Hokkien mother church of 
True Way.  After Rev Stephen Tan’s departure from True Way in 1975, 
the English Service faced an unsettling period when a succession of 
pastors came and went, until 1981!  

God did not forget the fledgling English Service and in April 
1981, sent a preacher, Pastor Graham Ng, to serve in True Way.  
Pastor Graham Ng was officially ordained as an associate minister 
in February 1985 and continued his service of love until 2000. 
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Under the leadership of Pastor Graham Ng, the English Service 
began to enjoy stability and growth. As an obedient son of God, 
Pastor Graham was respectful to the mother church and there was 
mutual love and care between mother and daughter. By 1992, the 
English Service was mature enough to meet the challenges that 
were to come with the formation of an independent “True Way 
Presbyterian Church-English Congregation”. 

It started in 1990 when the Synod began considering the 
formation of the English and the Chinese Presbyteries to oversee 
the congregations worshipping in the two different languages. True 
Way English Service was among the first few Presbyterian churches 
in Singapore to begin the process of formation of an autonomous 
English Service, independent from the Chinese mother church. 
So, in 1992, True Way Presbyterian Church–English Congregation 
(TWPC-EC) was born, embracing the motto “To Be Like Jesus” 
(Ephesians 4:16) as her permanent goal. Pastor Graham Ng 
continued to lead the TWPC-EC into the new phase of growth – 
spiritually, numerically and physically.  

True Way is a familiar landmark today to the residents of Queenstown.  (基督教长老会

正道堂)
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Before the formation of the autonomous English Service, Pastor 
Graham and his team of lay leaders had been working tirelessly 
to initiate and oversee the various church activities to help the 
worshippers grow spiritually. Pastor Graham reported in the True 
Way Presbyterian Church’s 45th Anniversary Commemorative 
Volume:

On any given week there would be a whole range of 
activities going on. Beginning in the morning with a 
kindergarten, then in the evenings small groups of people 
would gather for Bible studies, prayer, planning, musical 
group practice, committee meetings and so on. On the 
weekends, the fellowship groups, youth and adults meet 
together and there would be choir practices. Sundays of 
course will see the hall full of worshippers, meeting for 
fellowship over refreshments, as well as Sunday School 
classes and discipleship groups going on.   

With Pastor Graham at the helm, the independent English Service 
not only continued with the activities that were already in place, 
but also looked into the quality of these activities to encourage the 
spiritual development of the church members, old and new. The 
numerical growth in TWPC-EC membership necessitated additional 
pastoral staff to meet the spiritual needs of the congregation. From 
the establishment of the English Congregation in 1992, TWPC-EC 
was able to recruit more full-time assistant pastoral staff to assist in 
the various ministries.  

The laity, in particular the elders and deacons, provided strong 
leadership in overseeing the various ministries. 

By 1999, TWPC-EC had formed the Elders and Deacons 
Court, and a Session comprising only Elders. The ministries were 
streamlined into three major pillars: 
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Pastoral Care
Evangelism and Outreach
Christian Education

Under the oversight of these three pillars, various ministries were 
set up to promote growth in these three areas, and some ministries 
were added along the way. A fourth pillar – Worship and Prayer – 
was added in 2009. The ministries included were: 

Pastoral Care:
• Care Groups
• Youth Group
• Women’s Ministry (started in January 2010)  
• Family Day
• Church camps

Evangelism and Outreach:
• Musicals
• Evangelistic outreach during Christmas, Mid-Autumn 

Festivals
• Operation Andrew
• Alpha Course
• Sponsorship of Boys’ Brigade 94th Company of Nan Hua 

High School
• Tuition Ministry
• Queenstown neighbourhood tracting trips 
• Missions
 -  Unreached people group in East Asia

-  Thailand Summer Schools
-  Rengit Tuition Ministry
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Christian Education: 
• Sunday School 
• Vacation Bible Schools
• Christian Education Classes and Seminars

Worship and Prayer:
• Worship
• Band and Support Singers
• Welcome Team, Announcement & Offering
• Ushers
• P A Crew
• Computer Crew
• Holy Communion Preparation and Server
• Choir Ministry
• Flower Ministry
• Prayer Ministry   

One of the challenges that TWPC-EC had to meet and overcome 
was the need to build a new sanctuary to accommodate the 
numerically-growing congregation in physical terms. In 1992, there 
were about 300 worshippers. Praise be to the Lord, the original 
single-storey sanctuary had become too small to accommodate the 
growing number of worshippers. Before 1992, when the English 
Service was still functioning as the daughter congregation of the 
Hokkien Service mother church, the original sanctuary was found 
to be inadequate to hold all the worshippers from the combined 
services of the Hokkien, English and Mandarin congregations. The 
solution was the building of a bigger new sanctuary. By the grace of 
God, the new sanctuary (known as Sanctuary 2) was completed at 
the end of 1997 and the English Service began worshipping in the 
spanking new Sanctuary 2.  
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Throughout the 25 years of the history of TWPC-EC, and even from 
the early years as the daughter congregation of the Hokkien Service, 
God’s grace and mercy was constantly manifested in the various 
areas of development in TWPC-EC.  The English Congregation has 
grown and is still growing – spiritually and numerically.

Sanctuary 2 was completed in 1997.

Endnotes:
The name of the church evolved in tandem with the developments within 

the Presbyterian Synod. Data retrieved from the Presbyterian Church of Singapore 
website reflect three phases in the Synod’s developmental history:

“In 1901 … the Synod was named the Presbyterian Church in Shi-le-po [实叻
坡], (what Singapore was known as in the past).”

“In 1948, the Synod joined the Chinese Christian National Council which 
originated from China and in1949, the Synod was renamed the Chinese Christian 
Church in Singapore-Malaysia.”

“In 1966, the Synod joined the World Alliance of Reformed Churches as her 
101st member and was renamed the Presbyterian Church in Singapore-Malaysia.” 
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Mission Minister
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Children Ministry Director

Ms. Suttiporn 
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The New Sanctuary Development Project
Jakin Heng Jie En

2

“Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain.” 
(Psalm 127:1a)

An artist’s view
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The red and white building in which we meet for Sunday services 
has been a part of the English congregation’s story all the years 

of its existence, from its conception to its completion. It is an 
attractive building – the subject of sketches by local artists and a 
notable location for weddings. Attesting to this, Elder Lawrence Fu 
wrote that in “early 1997, [he and his then-girlfriend, now wife] 
stepped into True Way because [they] wanted to get married in a 
beautiful church.” 

Far more significant than the appearance of the building is 
how its construction displayed God’s active grace working for the 
church and in her members. Through many challenges, the New 
Sanctuary Development Project came to fruition, the gift of our God 
who provides. With this new building, God has given us another 
means to serve all who worship with us and those to whom we are 
to minister. 

A beginning of surprises

While several expansion projects had been completed in the early 
1980s, True Way’s growth necessitated more expansion of church 
premises by the late 1980s. In March 1987, the church observed 
a Day of Prayer and Fasting to seek God’s guidance on whether we 
should acquire more land. When the Housing and Development 
Board (HDB) rejected our request for more land the following 
month, the congregation decided to air-condition the original 
sanctuary and add a fourth floor to the Educational Centre at a cost 
of $380,000. This expansion was dedicated in October 1989 at the 
church’s 50th anniversary and was completed in July 1990. 
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An unexpected breakthrough arrived in April 1990, when 
HDB wrote to ask if the church would relocate our access road from 
Stirling Road, at our expense. Church representatives took the 
opportunity to ask about the possibility of acquiring more land next 
to our premises. To the church’s surprise, the authorities were open 
to this. HDB wrote the following month expressing willingness to 
consider this request.

An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) was held on 30 
September 1990 to approve the Session’s proposal to purchase the 
adjacent land and build a new sanctuary. Members voted to approve 
this proposal and the church’s leaders were given the green light to 
proceed with the acquisition of land for a new sanctuary. 

Unexpected developments

Fresh progress was made in October 1992, and the grace of God 
was apparent in this. HDB wrote to inform the church that the 

The building behind the Sanctuary 1 in the foreground is the Education Centre.
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adjacent land (of around 1000m2) would be 
offered for sale to us without tender. This 
was to be in part an exchange for the access 
road from Stirling Road and represented 
an extraordinary concession. While the 
practice of the Government was that land 
sales for church premises had to be done by 
tender, this process was waived for us. 

With this, fundraising for the purchase 
of land began in earnest. The New Sanctuary Development Fund 
(NSDF) was launched shortly afterwards and the first major 
fundraising event took place on 10 January 1993 – a mini-fair 
featuring game stalls and more than fifteen food stalls selling a 
wide range of local fare, from laksa to barbecued pork. By God’s 
grace, this fair raised $7,932. 

Our second fundraising mini-fair was held on 12 December 
1993. This involved members from the English, Mandarin and 
Hokkien congregations. Uncle Seah Hock Soon reported in a 1999 
article that pastors and leaders of the church “sportingly offered 
themselves as ‘targets’ to be soaked in the water tank [of] one of 
the most popular game stalls, ‘the Dunk’.” This fair raised $21,679, 
and Uncle Hock Soon wrote: “Praise God for enabling the entire 
congregation to work together towards a common goal.” In the 
meantime, the church had engaged Kat Lawsons and Associates as 
the architects for the Project. 

On 9 March 1994, the Land Office contacted the church with 
an offer – a 30-year lease for $820,260, before the imposition of the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST). The full sum had to be paid within 
two weeks; the church raised the money before this deadline, and 
Uncle Hock Soon attributed this to “God’s wonderful grace and 
provision”. At the same time, after much prayer and deliberation, 
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church leaders decided to ask the authorities for a longer lease. 
They appealed for the lease to be of the same duration as that of our 
original land, a balance of 64 years, to allow for the amalgamation 
of the new building with existing premises as a comprehensive 
development. 

By the 35th anniversary of our original land’s lease date, the 
Land Office had granted this request. God had answered the church’s 
prayers! While an additional premium of $323,866 (including GST) 
was needed, the authorities had made a second extraordinary 
concession. Land was normally released to churches for a tenure of 
30 years, but in being allowed to amalgamate the adjacent land into 
our property, we were able to carry out the Project on land that we 
would have for another 64 years. In an oral interview in 2002, Elder 
Wong Chee Seng, who was elected to eldership in 2002, said that 
this was “not known in the history of Singapore”.

It was Sunday, 22 May 1994. After each service that day, 
members of the English congregation marked the occasion by 
standing along the boundaries of the adjacent land, pausing to thank 
God. And with the sacrificial support of members and worshippers, 
the full amount for the land was paid up by the end of the month. 

God’s perfect timing           

Building plans were now being prepared. Under the overall 
leadership of Rev Graham Ng, Elder Chee Seng chaired the 
construction committee and Elder Chng Say Tiong chaired the 
fundraising committee. The expected completion date was July 
1997 and the total construction cost was estimated to be $4 million. 

A new challenge arose in the issue of a drain carrying water 
from Stirling Road. This drain ran through the construction site 
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before connecting to the canal next to our present carpark. To build 
over the drain, we had to build a concealed box drain independent 
of the building structure on the first floor. Openings were also 
required for the Ministry of Environment to service the drain. 
These provisions would incur added costs and cause problems in 
maintenance. A second challenge came in the form of a live sewer 
line running through the site. We were required to divert this line 
and costs were dependent on the number of sewers it served. 

Our consultants wrote to the relevant authorities for solutions 
and met in August with various statutory boards, but without 
positive results. Unexpectedly, the problems were subsequently 
solved in quick succession. A verbal commitment from the relevant 
authorities was obtained. The buildings next to the land had been 
demolished and the drain and sewer did not serve any purpose 
upstream. Also, HDB had plans to redevelop the land next to our 
carpark. These all meant that we only needed to build a temporary 
drain and there was no need for a sewer diversion. Praise be to 
God’s perfect timing! 

A new building rises under the eye of the Lord.
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Our mother church, the Hokkien congregation, celebrated 
her 55th anniversary on 23 October 1994. Worshippers from all 
three congregations participated in a 2.4 km walk-a-jog around the 
neighbourhood which raised $70,000. God had ensured the safety 
of participants and provided good weather. After the walk-a-jog, 
Elder Tan Kah Joo, daughter of Rev Tan Leng Tian, officiated the 
ground-breaking ceremony for the Project. The church was called to 
tithe faithfully and pledge towards the Project. Another fundraising 
event took place on 16 April 1995, a Food-and-Fun Fair on the 
newly acquired land, which raised $31,909. 

Building on the foundation

The church was informed in April 1995 by the Public Works 
Department (PWD) that we had to provide 50 car-park lots for the 
amalgamated development. This was another challenge. We could 
only manage 23 lots, but the cost of a basement carpark was very 
high. Leaders appealed to PWD for permission to build fewer lots by 
submitting a revised proposal which included a link road through 
the new building’s ground floor which allowed us to pack in 35 lots. 
PWD agreed to this revised proposal in June. As Elder Chee Seng 
said in his 2002 interview, “God’s wonderful hand [had] been with 
us.” 

The English Congregation’s Session called an Extraordinary 
Congregational Meeting (ECM) in August 1995 to share with 
members the urgent need for funds for construction. In the same 
month, the piling tender was called; it was awarded in October. Piling 
commenced in November to avoid disturbance to the Kindergarten 
Ministry and a simple piling ceremony was carried out on Sunday, 
19 November. Funds to date stood at S$700,000, and the church 
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looked to God for the remaining S$3.3m. In the meantime, another 
ECM was called in September to share with members a vision for 
growth and outreach to our neighbourhood over the next ten years, 
with the new facilities being used extensively for the Lord.  

The main contract was awarded in April 1996 and work 
commenced in May and structural works were completed in 
October. At this point, it became the church’s priority to ensure 
that incoming funds were always ahead of payments. To this end, 
interest-free loans were solicited from members and worshippers, 
amounting to around $500,000 for the building fund. Another fun-
fair was held on 11 November 1996, and 10,000 specially-designed 
Transitlink farecards were sold in True Way and other Presbyterian 
churches in January 1997. The farecard project raised $65,000 for 
the NSDF.

Transitlink cards were sold to raise funds.
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The stained glass window reminds us to bear our crosses in faithfulness.
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By this time, the external works of the new block had been 
completed, and the construction committee worked towards the 
completion of internal facilities, infrastructure, furnishings and 
fittings. One item that came under their purview was the stained-
glass window at the front of our sanctuary. Today, we see at the 
foot of the cross that dominates the window these words from 
our Lord: “Take up your cross daily and follow me”, in Chinese and 
English. The Joint Session, comprising Elders from both the Chinese 
and English Congregations, had decided to feature these words as a 
constant reminder that we should live out our lives as committed 
disciples. 

Not the end, but the means

The new sanctuary was completed in November 1997, and the 
church continued to work towards covering all costs.

The church buildings in 2017.
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On 26 November, a fundraising golf 
tournament was held at the Raffles Country 
Club, a first of its kind for the church. Dr 
S. Vasoo, Minister of Parliament for Tanjong 
Pagar GRC, was the Guest-of-Honour, and 
he attended the dinner after the tournament 
and presented prizes to the winners. Rev 
Graham Ng recalls praying with others “that 
the Lord would hold back the rain until 6pm 
after which it rained on the last few golfers 
finishing the round!” Around 50 golfers participated, and a net 
total of $18,000 was raised, bringing the total amount raised by the 
church to $2.2m, including interest-free loans.

The church held a Service of Thanksgiving and Dedication on 
7 February at 4pm to consecrate the new sanctuary and facilities 
to the Lord. Presiding at the service was Rev Dr Lee Chong Kau, 
Moderator of the Chinese Presbytery. The service was attended by 
members of the Chinese and English congregations, representatives 
from other Presbyterian churches, and friends and well-wishers. 
The plaque on the ground floor was unveiled by Rev Lee, and Elder 
Tan Kah Joo ceremonially opened the new sanctuary’s doors. The 
service was followed by a celebration dinner.

Just before the service, a Memorandum of Understanding was 
signed between the Chinese and English Congregations, stating 
basically that all land and buildings would be in the hands of the 
Chinese congregation, and that the English Congregation would 
be allowed to continue using the premises for the duration of the 
lease. This was conditional on the English congregation retaining 
its Presbyterian identity and being in good standing with the 
Synod. Both congregations would also contribute annually towards 
a Sinking Fund which would be capped at $1m.
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The new sanctuary was immediately put to good use by the 
English Presbytery, which held its annual Easter Convention 
there in April 1998. No fundraising events were held in 1999, but 
worshippers continued to pledge towards the project, and $5.75m 
of the $6.1m final total cost of the Project was in hand by 21 
November 1999. 

Uncle Hock Soon noted, “… this New Sanctuary Project was 
completed because the good hand of the Lord was upon us.” God’s 
gift of the new block to our church represented to him a tool 
to be used for His glory. Rev Graham Ng wrote also in his 1999 
account that “after a period of physical building spanning some 
nine years, [the English congregation] must now move into greater 
involvement in outreach, community witness, evangelism and 
missions.” God’s amazing grace in the Project was not primarily the 

Laid in 1998, this memorial stone is a call to us to look back upon our past.
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gift of an attractive, modern new building, but the grace of having 
another means to loving and serving the Lord. The new block was 
not the end, but the means.

Ps Graham’s words in concluding his account of the English 
congregation’s history remain true today when looking back at the 
Project: “It is right that we should look back to thank God, and move 
forward with greater faithfulness and devotion to share Christ… in 
accordance with His Great Commission. It is our prayer that God 
will help us to do this even more powerfully and relevantly in the 
years ahead. To Him be all Glory.”
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Congregant Ministry
Koh Guat Hua

3

The programmes and activities conceptualized and activated 
within the church are aimed at encouraging the spiritual 

development of each congregant towards maturity.   
The role of Christian Education is concerned with, first and 

foremost, the congregants’ spiritual growth. In the early years 
before and immediately after the independence of TWPC-EC, 
Christian Education was a regular feature of the church ministry. 
Rev Ng Seng Chuan conducted Christian Education classes. When 
Rev Ng Seng Chuan left the church, the Christian Education classes 
were discontinued for a short while. There was felt to be a need for 
congregants to have more opportunities for fellowship, and so care 
groups were formed. But the leadership never lost sight of the need 
for the congregants to receive Christian Education. Subsequently, 
there were repeated attempts to revive the congregants’ interest in 
Christian Education.  

After a hiatus of half a decade, in August 1999, a Christian 
Education Retreat was organized for the congregants at the 
Garden Hotel. It was a joyous event with an encouraging turnout 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,
 but fools despise wisdom and discipline.” 

(Proverbs 1: 7)
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of 50 adults and 40 children. Rev Tan Cheng Huat, the Regional 
Director of Christian Education Fellowship, Asia Pacific, was 
the invited speaker. He spoke on “The Inner Life of a Christian 
Education Worker”. After the message, the congregants entered  
into a discussion on the possibility of a merger of the Children’s 
Church and Sunday School the following year. (Rev Tan C H joined 
TWPC-EC in 2000 as the Senior Minister.)

Christian Education began to take off when Pastor Ronnie Ang 
joined the pastoral team in 2005. He taught some books of the Bible 
and has also written a number of common curriculum materials 
for use during Care Group meetings. In August/September 2014, 
Rev Lee Kien Seng conducted a seminar “Becoming a Contagious 
Christian” to 44 congregants. Thereafter, Christian Education 
continued in the practice of Bible Study on a Common Curriculum 
for the Discipleship Groups (formerly Care Groups). There were 
also various classes to cater to the needs of different groups of 
congregants. These classes are conducted every year:

• A Basic Christianity (ABC) Class to help new believers 
understand and grow in the Christian faith.

• The ASK class provides opportunities for seekers keen to 
know more about Christianity. A time for participants to 
ask questions is built into the programme for  each session. 

• Pew Ministry to transform the church culture “from 
the ministry of the few to the ministry of the pew”, as 
expressed by Pastor Kien Seng.

The Discipleship Groups (DGs) started out as Care Groups in 1994.  
TWPC-EC adopted the abbreviated mission statement “Love God • 
Make disciples” in 2008 as the defining characteristic of a disciple 
of Christ. This mission statement expressed a desire to help every 
True Wayan take discipleship seriously. The mission statement is 
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based on the two Great Commandments (Matthew 22:37–40) and 
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18 – 20). It reflects TWPC-EC’s 
desire to be people who are passionate in their love for the Lord 
and out of that love, to faithfully carry out the Great Commission 
of making disciples.  Everyone in the church should be constantly 
sharing the Gospel, in word and deed, wherever God has placed 
them, and helping at least another believer grow spiritually so that 
eventually they too can help some others grow in their faith. In 
the process of pursuing the mission, True Wayans trust God for life 
transformation and spiritual multiplication. Due to this emphasis 
on discipleship, the Care Groups were re-named Discipleship 
Groups in 2014 to distinguish them from the usual gathering of 
small groups of True Wayans mainly for fellowship, showing 
solidarity, care and concern for each other in the group.  

Congregants are regularly encouraged to join a DG so as to 
grow spiritually. There are currently 30 Discipleship Groups each 
led by a leader. The DGs meet twice monthly for prayer, Bible study, 
and also enjoy a time of fellowship. In addition to the regular DG 
meetings, the members of each DG also meet at other times for a 
meal or an outing. During evangelistic events like the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, DG members work as a single entity to distribute flyers and 
tracts to the Queenstown neighbourhood.  Many DG members have 
strengthened their friendship with other members of the group.  
The journey together as a close-knit group has enabled them to 
encourage each other to love the Lord more and to serve each other 
and even those outside the True Way family with the love of God.  

Since 1993, TWPC-EC has organized church camps and retreats 
in the month of June to provide True Wayans with another avenue 
for getting-together with other True Wayans whom they may 
have few opportunities to interact with during the weekly Sunday 
worship service. Each camp aims to provide each family member 
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of TWPC-EC with a fun way of being enriched as they grow in the 
knowledge of Christ.   

Year Camp Details

19
93

“To Be Like Jesus”
Mar Vista in Penang
Mr Thomas John, a teaching elder from Bukit Arang 
Bethesda Church
82 campers

19
94

“Back to Basics”
Pulau Besar, an island off Malacca
Pastor Freddy Ho, Bethesda Yio Chu Kang Church
110 adults and children campers

19
96

“Salt of the Earth and Light to the World”
Residence Inn in Cherating, Pahang
Mr Rodney Hui
123 campers   

19
97

“Empowered for Spiritual Maturity”
Frasers Hill
Rev Allan Harkness

19
98

“We Will Serve the Lord” 
Avillion Village Resort at Port Dickson
Rev Leslie Quahe

19
99

Topics of messages: Dealing with our new identity 
in Christ; walking by faith; the battle of our minds; 
necessity of forgiving; the position of the believer; the 
authority and protection of the believer; the 
vulnerability of the believer.
Riviera Bay Resort in Malacca
Mr Dave Park, Director of Freedom in Christ Youth 
Ministries; Mr Larry Beckner led the practical session 
“Steps to Freedom in Christ”; Scripture Union, assisted 
by some campers, led in the children’s programmes.
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20
00

“Stand By Me”
Austin Hills Country Club in Johor Bahru
Pastor Edmund Chua

20
01

“Walking by the Spirit”
Tanjong Puteri Gold Resort in Johor
Rev Tan  Cheng Huat
200 campers

20
03

“Amazing Grace”
Paramount Hotel, Katong, Singapore
Rev George Ong
120 campers

20
04

“Delighting His Heart thru’ Unify, Magnify & Multiply”
Batam View Resort 
Rev Tan Cheng Huat 

20
05

Mission-focused programme
Sebana Cove, Johor
Mr Rodney Hui

20
10 Port Dickson

184 campers

20
11

Pastor Edmund Chua
Everly Resort in Malacca
189 campers

20
13

“Rise of the Guardians – Defending What Matters”
Pulau Desaru Beach Resort and Spa in Johor Bahru
Mr Jose Philip

20
16

“We Love Because He First Loved Us”
Pulai Springs Resort
Dr Tan Kim Huat, Academic Dean and Chen Su Lan 
Professor of New Testament, Trinity Theological College 
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Church Camp at 
Mar Vista, 1993
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Church camp at Pulau Besar, 1994
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TWPC-EC Camp at Pulai Desaru Beach Resort, 2013
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Christmas is an important time in the church calendar as it 
celebrates the incarnation of the Son of God and the Saviour of 
the world. TWPC-EC has been celebrating this occasion with some 
special Christmas events that incorporate the triple objectives of 
celebrating the birth of Christ, promoting the spiritual growth of 
the congregants as well as an occasion to spread the gospel to those 
who have not received the gift of Christ. The celebration within 
the family of the church takes the form of a combined worship 
service with the congregants from the two English Services – the 
8.30 am and the 11.00 am services – coming together for worship. 
Subsequently, the Combined Services also include the brothers 
and sisters from the Thai Service. True Wayans also ventured out 
beyond the church to share the Good News with people they might 
not have met before.   

19
96

Around 400 True Wayans attended a Combined Christmas 
Day Baptism Service held at the Carlton Hotel. Mr Andrew 
Goh, editor of Impact magazine was invited to delivered 
the Christmas Day message.  Twelve adults and five infants 
were baptized on this Christmas day.

19
97

The Evangelism, Establishing & Equipping Committee 
organized a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at the car-
park of True Way. They had prepared for 300 participants 
but more than 500 turned up for the service. Deacon Wong 
Chee Seng shared the Good News. Ten persons responded to 
the invitation to receive Christ.  
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19
99

In November of this year, a Candlelight Service was held to 
promote and publicize the true meaning of Christmas to the 
neighbours in Queenstown. The service started at 7.30 pm 
when the congregants lighted their candles and passed the 
flame from one person to the next, beginning from the side 
of the pews to the centre. After this, the Christmas tree and 
the church building were simultaneously lit up. Operation 
Andrew was activated and each congregant was encouraged 
to pray and write down the names of friends and relatives 
they would like to invite to the Christmas musical “One Holy 
Night”.   The names were written on heart-shaped cards and 
hung on the Christmas tree. During the service, Rev Graham 
Ng and Pastor Timothy performed a skit. 

20
00

The choir presented the concept of Jesus’ Incarnation based 
on the story of “The Geese” to a young audience.  The choir 
members were divided into two teams with one team 
presenting the story through a skit, while the other team 
presented the story through a shadow puppet show.

20
01

Christmas programmes this year included a Candlelight 
Service with the message titled “When Answers Aren’t 
Enough”; an outdoor candlelight caroling; a Christmas 
play; sharing of personal testimonies and a performance by 
children.

20
05

True Way’s Team Punggol 21 participated in a party organized 
by Edgefield Primary School’s Alumni for some 80 students. 
The school principal had consented to the event held in the 
school.  

Preparation for Rengit began immediately after the 
Combined Service at True Way. The Rengit team left for 
Rengit after the service to join in the Christmas celebration 
there at 7.45 pm. The team presented musical items and a 
puppet show to an audience of more than 200 people. The 
speaker, Mr Lim Teck Heng preached a message of salvation. 
At the end of the service, gifts were presented to every 
member of the audience.
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20
06

Koh Siew Peng organized a Christmas party for Team Punggol 
21. Pastor Cheng Huat preached a message on “Direction of 
Life”. The Punggol team put up a skit depicting the Biblical 
Christmas narrative.

20
11

A service of Lessons and Carols “For Without Faith It Is 
Impossible to Please God” presented the Advent Narrative 
through the characters of Joseph and Mary, Zechariah, 
Isaiah, the magus Melchoir, and a shepherd.

TWPC-EC Christmas Baptism, 2013
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TWPC-EC 
Christmas 
Baptism, 2013
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TWPC-EC introduced the intergenerational worship services to 
inject a fresh perspective of worship where congregants of different 
generations come together to worship the Lord in the same 
sanctuary. Elder Lee Chung Horn helmed all the six instalments of 
the intergenerational worship services.  

Intergenerational 1.0 made its debut in year 2010 with a 
performance depicting the church as a community of love, where 
fallen people were healed, forgiven and restored. They found grace 
through the person of Jesus Christ. Elder Chung Horn wrote, 
directed, produced and even acted in the performance. In 2011, we 
had Intergenerational 2.0: The Parable of the Lost Coin, a meditation 
on worth and identity.  Two years later, in 2013, Intergenerational 
3.0: Twentysomething explored the world of young adults and the 
challenges they faced in life. The cast included Isaac Tan, Michael 
Khoo, Kevin Chua, Tan Yi En, Leong Kok Hwa, Sharon Ang-Tan and 
Darrell Lim.

Intergenerational 4.0 was a sobering short film “Conversations 
about Death”, presented in 2014. Elder Lee Chung Horn was the 

A poster of Intergenerational 3.0: Twentysomething.
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project leader. The team working with him comprised Neo Beng 
Poh, Wong Tian En and Tracy Neo. The participants in the film 
included Cynthia Loke, David Alfred, Pastor Lee Kien Seng, Joyce 
Peh, Low Tock Heng, Cheong Suay Keow and Dennis Mok. All these 
True Wayans featured in the film had experiences with death in 
one way or another. Finally, Intergenerational 6.0, presented in 
2016, discussed “The Art of Welcoming Strangers”.  Conceptualized 
by Elder Lee Chung Horn, this service brought together TWPC-EC 
congregants who came from different parts of the world: Mayden 
Asibor from the Philippines, Cyrille Kounde from Africa, Sam 
Vedhakumar from India, Yu Fangzhou from China, and Vera Chng 
and Lee Chung Horn from Singapore.   

Throughout the 25 years, the various Christian Education 
programmes initiated by the leadership of TWPC-EC have served to 
stimulate the spiritual development of each and every worshipper 
to love the Lord more and also to love and care for his/her neighbor.  
The church as a whole has grown to be a more cohesive family of 
God, working as one united entity in their worship and service.  

Praise be to the Lord!
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The youths in TWPC-EC are the future leaders of the church.  
With God’s blessings, TWPC-EC currently has two youth groups 

– the Youth Zone (YZ) and the Young Adults Ministry (YAM). Pastor 
Ronnie Ang oversees the YAM while Pastor Edwin Wong oversees 
the YZ. The appointment of two ordained pastors to lead the youths 
signals the emphasis TWPC-EC’s leadership places on the young 
people in the church.  

In the 1990s, there were two youth groups called TDM (Teens 
Discipleship Ministry) and YES (Youth Exposure Station). In 1998, 
these two groups were combined into one group called the TWYG, 
that is, True Way Youth Group. The youths therefore, were called 
TWYGies.

When the TWYG was formed in 1998, it had the aim of uniting 
youths in TWPC to “form one body, facilitating friendship, bonding 
and a much-craved sense of belonging in True Way”, so wrote Elliot 
Ng in a church newsletter. The TWYGies were actively involved in a 
variety of events. They played kampong games, conducted debates, 

Youth Ministry
Koh Guat Hua

The Apostle Paul exhorts young Timothy: “Let no one despise you 
for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, 

in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 
(1 Timothy 4:12)

4
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and even went on a trip to 
“Fantasy Island”, at the same 
time balancing these activities 
with Bible Study sessions. 

1999 was a fruitful year 
for the TWYGies. These young 
people held a retreat at Costa 
Sands for a time of bonding 
and planning for the future.  
They also attended a 5-day 
training camp at the Singapore 
Christian Conference Centre 
in Kallang organized by 
Student Venture (a ministry 
of Singapore Campus Crusade 
for Christ). The theme of the camp was “History-Makers: The 
Moment to Make a Difference”.  The training included the use of the 
Four Spiritual Laws to share the gospel with strangers, and practical 
“Field Seminar” sessions where, after prayer, the youth were 
assigned to different areas in Orchard Road to share Christ using 
the Four Spiritual Laws.  With this training, the TWYGies went on a 
street Witnessing event at Orchard Road where they introduced the 
Four Spiritual Laws to people who were willing to listen to them. 

TWYG continued to function until 31 December 1999 when 
they held a “Millenium Countdown” party. During this occasion, 
the TWYG was renamed Youth Zone to better reflect a more neutral 
stance so that it was easier to invite non-Christian youths to join 
the group activities. The YZers continued witnessing by carrying out 
a street evangelistic outing on 25 June 2000.  Going out in pairs to 
designated locations, the YZers had the opportunity to share the 
gospel with 35 non-Christians.
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From 2005, YZ camps became an annual activity for the youths:

December 
2001

Camp at Telok Kurau where TWPC-EC Ps Tan Cheng 
Huat spoke on “The Prayer of Jabez”.

December 
2005

Camp at Presbyterian High School. “Strangers in 
the Church?” was the theme. The theme verse was 
Matthew 7:21 “Not all who say to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” The speaker 
was Ps Khoo Kay Huat, a Methodist pastor.

December 
2006

Camp at Sembawang Boys’ Brigade Campsite. The 
camp theme was “Look Up, Look Out”.  The invited 
camp speaker from the Singapore Youth For Christ, 
Ms Tay Boon Jin, led the campers through a series of 
messages based on passages taken from Ephesians 
and the Gospel according to John.  

December 
2007

Synod Youth Camp at Kuo Chuan Secondary School

December 
2008

Camp at Presbyterian High School. The speaker, Ps 
Edwin Wong from Covenant Presbyterian Church 
(now Youth Pastor of TWPC-EC) spoke on the camp 
theme: “Caution, highly flammable!”

December 
2009

Camp at MOE Dairy Farm Adventure Centre. The 
speaker, Ps Lam Kuo Yung from Katong Presbyterian 
Church spoke on the theme “Step Up!” based on 2 
Timothy 1:7.
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December 
2010

70 youths attended the four-day camp “Camp Rock”.  
The camp commanders were Chen Liqun and Tan 
Yi En. Linus Lee led the logistics committee. The 
camp speaker was Mr Ong Chee Hong, the ministry 
coordinator with Singapore Youth For Christ. Mr 
Ong delivered four messages explaining the five 
pillars of the Reformed Faith:

• sola scriptura (scripture alone)
• sola gratia (grace alone)
• sola Christus (Christ alone)
• sola fide (faith alone)
• sola Deo Gloria (glory to God alone)

December 
2011 

The Youth Zone organized a retreat for around 80 
youths at Presbyterian High School. The theme was 
“Show and Tell”. The speaker was Rev Edwin Wong. 
After being equipped with some basic gospel sharing 
tips, on the third day of the camp, the YZers went 
out to do street evangelism along Orchard Road, 
with the objective of sharing with the people they 
met about the true significance of Christmas.

December 
2012

The camp was held at Camp Challenge in 
Sembawang. The speaker, Ps Simon Murphy from 
Redemption Hill Church, spoke on the theme 
“Born Identity”. Praise be to God for the thoughtful 
expositions from Exodus and Galatians about how 
the children of God were born again in Christ to live 
a new life the bore fruits.

December 
2013 

The camp was held at Presbyterian High School with 
the theme “Together in Christ”.  Thanks be to God for 
the encouragement from the camp speaker, Ps Joe 
Heng, who urged the campers to continue walking 
together, united by this common bond of Christ 
shared by all.
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TWPC-EC YZ Camp, 2014
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December 
2014

Camp at Praisehaven, Salvation Army. The camp 
theme was “Agape Factor”. The speaker was Ps 
Evangeline Cheong from Glory Presbyterian 
Church. Ps Edwin Wong helped to conduct two 
sessions. As a practical outworking of the camp 
theme, YZers visited SARAH home and organised a 
simple program for the elderly. 

December 
2015

The venue for the camp was at True Way 
Presbyterian Church. Ps Aaron Ho, a ministry staff 
at Saint Andrews Junior College, spoke on the 
theme “Freedom in Christ”. Besides dragon-boating 
at Kallang, another highlight was the BBQ at the 
church roof-top area on the last night of the camp.

December 
2016

The camp was held at Presbyterian High School 
with the camp theme “Set Apart”. The campers were 
ministered by the speaker, Ps Alan Tay from Barker 
Road Methodist Church, especially during the last 
session when many of the YZers were visibly moved 
and encouraged to grow in their commitment to 
follow Christ.  

In May 2005, TWPC-EC launched the Young Adult Ministry (YAM), 
which is a part of TWPC-EC’s Christian Education programme.  
After one year, there were close to 20 members. Church leaders 
– Pastor Lee Kien Seng, Elder Wong Chee Seng, church members 
Tan Choo Hin and Irene Lim (his wife) – led the YAM. During the 
first anniversary celebration in May 2006, Rev Lee Kien Seng, who 
graduated from Trinity Theological College in 2005, gave a talk 
on “Old Testament Laws and Its Relevance in Our Time”. The talk 
was followed by a time of sharing and thanksgiving.  Dinner was 
provided at the Cozy Corner. In August 2012, the YAMers attended 
a camp at Fairy Point.  The theme of the camp was “Appreciating 
Mercy and Appropriating Grace”.  
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The YZ and YAM function in an intimate relationship – the 
YZers who have “graduated” from the Youth Zone will continue 
to meet with the YAMers. Currently, Pastor Ronnie Ang oversees 
the YAM Ministry which is led by Deacon Charles Lee and TWPC-
EC’s theological student, Png Eng Keat. Eng Keat explains that the 
focus of YAM “is on the liminality of youth and adulthood, with 
the primary goal of helping youths make a transition to the ethical 
autonomy of Christian adulthood ridden with responsibilities.  This 
is done through the establishment of a close community which 
studies the Bible and Christian doctrines, and encourages one 
another in life matters.” The YAMers meet almost every week for 
Bible study in small groups (Discipleship Groups) or for combined 
talks focused on a specific topic regarding the Bible, the Church, or 
a relevant theological issue. In a typical session, the YAMers first 
congregate for a short time of singspiration and prayer, and then 
either proceed to gather in their small groups in allotted rooms, or 
continue with a talk in the main hall.   

Over these 25 years, the Lord has sustained the Youth Ministry 
in its development and growth. Thanks be to God! 
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Children Ministry
Koh Guat Hua

5

In obedience to the command of our Lord, the leaders of TWPC-
EC have paid a lot of attention on the children’s spiritual 

development. In addition to the regular Sunday School classes, 
TWPC-EC has been planning a range of special programmes like 
the Vacation Bible School, Children’s Vacation Camps and other 
outdoor activities.

Since 1993, Elder Chong Yoke Fooi has been leading, planning 
and organizing these children’s programmes to meet the needs of 
our children from pre-school to Primary Six. These programmes 
have been held during the school vacation months of June or 
November/December.  

Before 1993, such children’s programmes were known as 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). The focus then was on the spiritual 
development of the children of church members, with contents 
focusing heavily on Biblical teachings. However, over a period of 
time after 1993, it gradually evolved into camps which were more 
outdoor and included the ingredient of fun. The evolution in the 
nature of the children’s programmes arose out of several reasons.  

Jesus said: “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

(Mark 10: 14; Luke 18: 16)
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Firstly, since the children attending the VBS were children of 
church members, they were already attending Sunday School where 
the Bible was the staple input. Thus, more Bible lessons during 
VBS could be a disincentive for children to attend. Secondly, the 
leaders realised that the parents and children were keen to invite 
friends and relatives from non-believing families to attend these 
vacation camps. A camp focusing heavily on the Christian message 
could become a reason for non-believing parents to object to their 
children attending a church camp. Thirdly, the church understood 
that inclusion of children from non-believing families would 
present opportunities for evangelism. Thus, the Children’s Vacation 
Camp (CVC) was born. 

Another change that took place over the years was the duration 
of the camp. The VBS used to stretch for four and a half days while 
the CVC was planned for two and a half days. This change was 
effected to solve manpower problems. Most of the church members 
helping out in the camps were full-time working adults and 
application for leave presented a challenge. Another problem had 
to do with logistics – the arrangement for the children to stay in-
camp required the provision of sleeping facilities and bedding for 
certain events which included an overnight stay in-camp. The CVC 
has now been transformed into a day camp which means that the 
children will go home at the end of each day.

The following is a summary of the TWPC-EC Children’s 
Vacation activities from 1993 to 2015:  

December 
1993

“Celebrating Life in Christ” 

November 
1996

“The J Team – Amazing stories about Jesus” 
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May 1999 “Treasure Island” attracted more than 500 children 
from Nursery to Primary 6. Some 300 parents also 
attended the event during which Mrs Rosalind Tay 
and Mr John Tan gave parenting talks.     

June 2000 Special Event: the Evangelism, Establishing and 
Equipping committee organised a “Maths & Science 
Day” to reach out to non-Christian children. 

December 
2000

“SonZone” for children and a Parents’ Night for 
accompanying parents/adults. 

October 
2003

Special event: The Chinese and English congregations 
came together to celebrate the graduation of the 
kindergarten children. Rev David Chan shared a 
message with the audience which included parents 
of the graduands. 

June 2004 Children from Primary 4 to 6 had a fun day at the 
True Way Basketball Camp with Uncle Lawrence Fu 
as their leader. Uncle Justin Ang served as the head 
coach.  

December 
2004

Children, aged 6 to 12, had a whale of a time with 
Jonah in a one-day event planned specially for them.  
“Jonah: An Overboard Adventure” aimed to help 
children understand how Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale and later spat out. The children then followed 
Jonah’s journey to Nineveh to fulfil the important 
commission given by God. While the children were 
enjoying their adventure with Jonah, their parents 
had a fruitful day attending two parenting talks 
presented consecutively. Mr Alan Wong presented 
a talk on “Parenting in a Cyber Generation” and Mr 
Noel Tan on “Self-Esteem: Foundation for EQ”.  
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June 2005 The Primary level children spent an adventurous 
day at Labrador Park experiencing life with the 
Biblical Moses. “Moses’ Adventure” the theme of 
the event depicted the life journey of Moses from 
the time of his birth to the time when, as leader of 
the Israelites, he reached Mount Sinai.

December 
2005

“Mission Impossible” 

June 2007 “Colours of Life” was a special event planned for 
about 100 primary level children at the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens. Six stations were set up for the 
children to play games, dance, do jigsaws, draw the 
things they observed in the natural surroundings, 
and even touch and taste some of God’s creation. 
These various activities served to heighten the 
children’s awareness that God was the wise and 
loving Creator who had gifted the world all the 
things that the children saw and enjoyed that day. 
At the end of the day, Rev Tan Cheng Huat shared 
the gospel with the children in the old sanctuary.

November 
2007

“Solar Express: Empowered by the Son” 

November 
2010

“Champion for Life” – an adventure camp for 
children with a parenting talk “How to Raise Up 
Champion Kids”. The objective of this camp was 
character building. Mr Tan Kee Meng, a missionary, 
shared his experiences raising his children.

November 
2013

CVC: 127 young adventurers gathered at Dairy Farm 
Adventure Centre for a time of fun, learning and 
discovery. Some 70 True Wayans took on diverse 
roles during the camp.  
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November 
2015

Another day of adventure for True Way children 
when they attended an adventure camp at 
HomeTeamsNS Bukit Batok Adventure Centre.  
The camp was attended by 121 campers, out of 
which 90 had no previous connection with True 
Way.  A team of nine teachers and fifteen assistants 
were led by Elder Chong Yoke Fooi in organising 
the camp. At the end of the camp, there were 30 
responses from the children: 27 accepted salvation 
and 3 reassurances.

Treasure Island, 1999
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“Alice and the Mad Hatter in Easter Wonderland” 
was performed to an audience of more than 400 
children aged 6 to 11 years.  200 parents came along 
to the musical.

“Psalty in Singapore” a combined effort by Campus 
Crusade for Christ, the Scripture Union and TWPC-
EC, comprised Bible-based praise and worship aimed 
at reaching out to young children.



51

In addition to these vacation camps, TWPC-EC also presented 
musicals for children, for example, “Alice and the Mad Hatter in 
Easter Wonderland”, “Psalty in Singapore”, “Treasure Island” and 
“How Far Is It To Bethlehem?”

Elder Yoke Fooi describes his passion for the children’s 
ministry as a development arising from a love for children, and a 
realisation of his gift in relating to children – a special gift from 
God. He attributed the inspiration for the adjustments made to 
the Children’s Programmes over the years to the Lord. He also 
appreciates the support of church members who labour tirelessly 
with him. In all these areas, the grace of God has been more than 
sufficient for him and his co-workers in the midst of challenging 
times. Praise be to God! 
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Evangelism
Koh Guat Hua 

6

Jesus’ great commission to his disciples has been one of the 
commands of the Lord that the leaders of TWPC-EC observed 

seriously. Many True Wayans are involved in church programmes 
to bring the gospel to those who have yet to receive Christ as their 
personal Saviour. Within the church, TWPC-EC organises Gospel 
Sundays each year, beginning in 2007:                     

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28: 19 – 20)

In 2008, Operation Andrew was activated to reinforce the 
evangelistic efforts of the church.  Pastor George Ang explained that 
Operation Andrew “is a platform for worshippers to intentionally 
invite non-Christian relatives and friends to have the opportunity 
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to hear the gospel.”  Except for April 2012, July 2015, and October 
2016 when the speaker was TWPC-EC’s own pastor, Rev Lee Kien 
Seng, the church invited guest speakers with the gift of evangelism 
for the Gospel Sundays which are held on the fifth Sunday of the 
month.  

April 2007 “Reasons to Believe” 
Rev Dr Dave Geisler who has been involved in 
church and para-church college ministry for 15 
years. 

June 2008 “Spring of Living Water” 
Rev Jimmy Tan, Vice-Moderator of English 
Presbytery and Associate Minister of Bethel 
Presbyterian Church.

August 
2008

“Word Became Flesh” 
Rev Joshua Tee, a missionary pastoring a Chinese 
church in Kuala Lumpur.

May 2009 “The Welcoming Father” 
Rev Dr Tan Soo Inn, director of Graceworks, a 
training and publishing consultancy committed 
to promoting spiritual friendship in church and 
society.
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August 
2009

“How Can I Trust God?” 
Mr Michael Tan, Executive Vice-President of Eagles 
Communications.

November 
2009

“So? Who Really is this Jesus?” 
Mr Lim Chien Chong, National Director of Singapore 
Youth For Christ.

January 
2010

“The Search for Identity” 
Mr. L. T. Jeyachandran, Executive Director of 
the Asia-Pacific branch of the Ravi Zacharias 
International Ministries, Singapore, and a popular 
conference speaker and a Bible expositor.

May 2010 “Man Chaser: God’s Compassionate Mercy” 
Mr Thomas John, Chairman of Pioneers in Asia.

August 
2010

“Do You Love Extravagantly?” 
Mr Michael Tan, Executive Vice-President of Eagles 
Communications.

October 
2010

“Dead End: What Must I Do?” 
Rev Neville Tan, an ex-convict whose life was 
tremendously transformed after he turned to the 
Lord Jesus. Rev Tan was also the author of “Iron 
Man” and “The New Iron Man”.

January 
2011

“Does God Really Know Me?” 
Rev Dr Chiu Ming Li was Chaplain of Prison 
Fellowship Singapore.

May 2011 “Love Ever After” 
Rev Edwin Wong, who later joined the pastoral 
team at TWPC-EC.

July 2011 “So Finally, What Really Matters in Life?” 
Mr Lim Chien Chong, National Director of Singapore 
Youth For Christ.
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October 
2011

“The Greatest Gift” 
Rev George Ong, author of 32 humour books. 

April 2012 “Man of Sorrows” 
TWPC-EC’s own pastor, Rev Lee Kien Seng.

July 2012 “Looking at a Bronze Serpent Can Give Life?” 
Mr Thomas John is an itinerant Bible teacher and 
evangelist, associated with the Plymouth Brethren 
Assemblies in Singapore. He was also a Visiting 
Lecturer and Board Member of Discipleship 
Training Centre. 

September 
2012

“All for the Sake of One” 
Rev Darryl Chan, Associate Minister of Prinsep 
Street Presbyterian Church.

June 2013 “Seasons of Life” 
Rev Jeffrey Tay, local Church Coordinator of Alpha 
Singapore.

November 
2014

“Are You Awake?” 
Rev Terry Kee came to faith in Jesus Christ as a 
teenager in 1973. He served as a pastor in various 
Lutheran churches until 1996 when he responded 
to God’s call to serve as a missionary in Thailand.

July 2015 “The Amazing Story” 
Rev Lee Kien Seng, TWPC-EC

November 
2015

“Good News of Jesus Christ”
Rev Rodney Hui is an ordained minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Singapore and has served 
with Operation Mobilisation for the past 40 years 
in 6 countries and on 3 ships.

May 2016 “Do You Know …?” 
Rev Dr Steven Tan, pastor with Zion-Bishan Bible 
Presbyterian Church.
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October 
2016

“The Eye of the Storm” 
Rev Lee Kien Seng, TWPC-EC.

July 2017 “Missing Peace” 
Mr Lim Chien Chong joined Youth For Christ full-
time in 1998 after a teaching career in a local junior 
college. He has been the National Director since 
2005. 

October 
2017

“A MeaningFul Life” 
Brother Yeoh Seng Eng, director of Care Channels 
International, an organisation that works among 
the poor of the Philippines.

Evangelistic Events Within Singapore

Evangelism is not confined to only the community within TWPC-EC 
but also extends outside the church walls, in particular, to people in 
the neighbourhood of Queenstown.  

The Mid-Autumn Festival is an integral part of Chinese culture.  
Both the Chinese and English Congregations of True Way celebrate 

During the Mid-Autumn Festival celebrations, we bring our neighbours into the church 
for an evening of music, lanterns, moon cakes and the gospel.



57

this festival with the neighbours in Queenstown through a personal 
invitation delivered to their doorsteps by church members from 
various Discipleship Groups. Both adults and children are welcome 
to attend the celebration. In addition to the expected Mid-Autumn 
activities like moon-cake making and lantern parade, the Gospel 
and Christian songs also occupy a slot in the evening’s programme.  
Thus, the Mid-Autumn Festival has become an occasion for an 
evangelistic gathering in church.    

 In 2004, a report in the “Together” Newsletter stated that the 
Tuition Ministry in True Way had been around for more than ten 
years. According to Pastor George Ang, the tuition ministry began 
at the Heng Teck Centre in Redhill in 1989 and lasted for eleven 
years until the Presbyterian Welfare Service needed to take the 
venue back for their own welfare ministry.  After that, the Tuition 
Ministry continued its mission in the church premises to serve 
students from Primary One to Secondary Five in the Queenstown 

The Heng Teck Centre.
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neighbourhood. The mission of the tuition ministry was “To Teach, 
To Tell, To Tend.” For a True Wayan brother, Koh Ngiap Joo, this 
ministry serves as a bridge between the church and the community, 
reaching out to children, and through the children, their parents 
who have little exposure to the Gospel. Tuition in English Language 
and Mathematics has been faithfully conducted by teachers who 
are volunteers from TWPC-EC. Every half a year, each student pays 
a sum of $30 administration fee. The classes take place every Friday 
evening. Before serious academic work starts, teachers and students 
have a fun time playing indoor games. A combination of pleasurable 
fun and demanding academic work makes for interesting and 
meaningful learning, and at the same time promotes bonding 
among teachers and students involved.  

In 2016, TWPC-EC began to provide free guitar lessons for 
both children and adults. Basic guitar strumming and plucking are 
taught by a group of guitarists from the church. This was an addition 

Teaching our friends ukelele and guitar.
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to ukelele classes which were started earlier by Ngiap Joo. He has 
organised monthly jam sessions for those who have graduated from 
his classes to continue to meet and make music together. Over the 
years, the jam sessions have grown in size and at the latest, one 
elderly lady danced to the music of the ukulele.  

TWPC-EC hosted the Alpha course in 2013, 2014 and 2015.  
Elder Lawrence Fu was the organiser of this event. Alpha aims to 
share the gospel in a non-threatening environment where non-
Christian participants and facilitators from the church sit down 
together for dinner before the start of the more serious segment 
of the course. There are games and a sing-along session before the 
screening of a video-recorded talk on an aspect of the Christian 
faith. Thereafter, participants would break up into smaller groups to 
discuss the talk as well as to ask questions concerning the Christian 
faith. Each course lasts twelve weeks. 

In March 2010, TWPC-EC became the official sponsor of the 
Boys’ Brigade 94th Company of Nan Hua High School. Every year, 

The 94th Boys Brigade Company.
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about 100 boys from Secondary One to Secondary Four join the 94th 
Company in Nan Hua High School.

Every year, the BB boys, aged between 13 and 16, are presented 
to the church congregants after their enrolment parade. Pastor 
Alvin Lim was the chaplain of the company from 2010 to 2013, 
Pastor Lee Kien Seng in 2014, and in 2015, Pastor Edwin Wong took 
over as chaplain of the 94th Company. The chaplain of BB conducts 
Christian Education lessons with the boys. The session provides 
opportunities for sharing the Gospel and the formation of Christian 
character. In 2016, the Chaplain’s lunch was launched and the BB 
boys could join the chaplain and the officers for a meal on Fridays.  
This has provided more opportunities for further engagement and 
sharing among the chaplain, officers and the boys. 
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Beginning in 2010, the BB 94th Company would join the 
worship service in True Way once every year where the Enrolment 
ceremony of new Secondary One recruits would be conducted to 
officially acknowledge them as members of the 94th Company.  
Parents of the Secondary One recruits are invited to witness the 
ceremony. At the same worship service, the chaplain would also 
take the opportunity to present the older BB boys, Primers and 
Officers for re-dedication

Missions Beyond Singapore

TWPC-EC leaders and church members are firmly engaged in 
bringing the Gospel to countries outside Singapore – Malaysia, 
Thailand and China. 

Malaysia
In 2005, TWPC-EC held her camp at Sebana Cove near a small town 
called Sungei Rengit in Johor, Malaysia.           

One of the camp activities, a mission-focused activity, was held 
in a local primary school for the students. Through this activity, 
according to a report provided by TWPC-EC Missions Coordinator, 
Daniel Lim, many students expressed interest in knowing Christ.  

Some of those who ministered to the students felt a burden to 
start a ministry to continue Gospel work among these children. So 
two months after the camp, the Rengit Ministry was born. Through 
this visit, TWPC-EC established connection with the local church, 
which was also a Presbyterian church – the Penggerang Preaching 
Station (四湾岛宣道所). The preaching station, led by Pastor Hong 
Wahseng, had fifteen church members, and served as the venue for 
each Saturday’s activities. 
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Rengit is a mission that reaches out to the children in a small Johore town.
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In 2005, the Rengit Ministry initially focused on a follow-up 
programme for the children who came to know the Lord. In 2006, 
there was a change of direction from that of follow-up to one that 
embraced an outreach objective in order to reach out to children from 
pre-school to Primary Six. This was achieved through the provision 
of a weekly Saturday programme comprising singspiration, sharing 
of Bible stories and the Gospel, and English Language lessons.  
In addition to the children’s activities, the teams also visited the 
parents of the children at their homes. After that, having weekly 
meals at one of the local coffee shops presented more opportunities 
for demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ.  

Four teams from the congregants of TWPC-EC were formed 
and each team took turns to go on the mission once every month. 
In the beginning, the fifth Saturday on a specific month would be 
the day off for both teachers and children. Subsequently, a fifth 
team was formed to conduct games for the children on the fifth 
Saturdays. The attendance at the Saturday meetings fluctuated 
between 14 to 25 week by week, year by year. This was felt to be due 
to three causes: first, in 2010, the Malaysian Ministry of Education 
instituted a policy to use Malay instead of English for the teaching 
of mathematics and science. This led to a reduced motivation to 
learn English. Secondly, in 2014, the change in the official rest day 
in Johor from Sunday to Saturday once again affected the attendance 
each Saturday. Thirdly, during the school examination periods, the 
children needed to spend more time preparing for the examination 
instead of attending the additional Saturday classes.                                            

Sungei Rengit was about an hour’s boat-ride away from Changi 
Ferry Terminal. Travelling from home to Changi Ferry Terminal, 
followed by a bum-boat ride to the south-eastern part of Johor, and 
then a taxi-ride to the tuition venue demanded a commitment of 
at least four hours to and from Rengit. With thanks to God, a new 
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land route that was opened from Johore Bahru to Sungei Rengit in 
2011 reduced the time needed to make the journey. The tuition 
teams stoically laboured on serving the Lord until 2016 when the 
reduction in the number of volunteers necessitated a reduction 
in the number of Saturdays devoted each month to the Rengit 
Ministry. It was then decided for the TWPC-EC teams to conduct 
the Saturday programme on the first two Saturdays of each month.  
The Penggerang Preaching Station would conduct Sunday School 
classes on the other weeks. 

Even though the number of children attending the activities on 
Saturday has fallen, the Lord was gracious in granting His beloved 
labourers a plentiful harvest at the earlier period of the ministry. 
In October 2006, a Primary Six boy received Christ, and one month 
later, 15 children received Christ. The TWPC-EC Mailbox Club 
continued with the follow-up for these children.

Thailand
Missions trips to Thailand began in May 1996 when six True Wayans 
went on a Chiang Mai missions exposure trip. A second trip was 
made in 1997, also to Chiang Mai. It was with the establishment 
of the Thai fellowship as part of TWPC-EC in October 1998 that 
evangelism to the Thais was given more emphasis. The Thai 
fellowship was led by a Thai sister, Kajorn, and her missionary 
husband, Bob, then Pastor Sutin and his wife. In 2010, the Thai 
fellowship was blessed with a full-time pastor, Pastor Mayuree 
Kim, to lead the service. Since then, the Thai service has grown in 
strength, spiritually and numerically. Pastor Mayuree continued 
to take care of the Thai congregants until 2016 when she felt the 
pull from Thailand. She then left the TWPC-EC Thai congregation 
to join her husband, Rev Kim, to spend more time doing missions 
in Thailand. Before coming to True Way, she and her husband were 
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already involved in reaching out to the Thais in Thailand. 
In June 2010, Pastor Mayuree Kim, Pastor Jinju and Pastor 

Kien Seng co-led 11 youths and 8 young adults who joined 8 adult 
mission trippers to the rural Buriram area in Thailand to serve at a 
children’s camp as well as to do village evangelism. The second part 
of the trip took them to Petburi where they did more evangelistic 
work and also taught English to local school children. From 2012 
onwards, Rev Edwin Wong has been leading a group of YZers and 
YAMers with some adults to teach English in Bon Kuan School 
in Southern Thailand where Sister Wina’s home village is. (Wina 
is a worshipper with the Thai service.) They have done very good 
work there. True Way also contributed to the renovation of their 
school hall and the school is very proud that we conduct English 
enrichment classes there every year.

Each year since 2015, a team of mission trippers has been 
going to Chiang Rai to conduct English lessons. The team would 
conduct the lessons over two days, and the lessons were interjected 
with games and bible story-telling. There would usually be a sing-

along session at the start of the 
day and the school permits the 
mission team to sing Christian 
songs with the students. At the 
end of the two days, each class 
would present a special item 
which the mission trippers have 
helped the students to prepare 
during lesson time. 

In 2016, to the glory of 
God, after a long hiatus, TWPC-
EC sent her first full-time Thai 
missionary, Sister Pannee Chia, Pannee Chia
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to Chiang Rai in north Thailand.  Pannee Chia is a Thai married to a 
Singaporean husband. She later adopted Singapore citizenship. Her 
husband was called home to the Lord and her two daughters are 
married, so she wanted to go back to Huay Kang, her home village 
in Chiang Rai, to spread the Gospel. The church worshipping at her 
home is growing as Ps Eddie Chandra and Ps Lee Kien Seng have 
been going there every year to conduct baptisms. 

While the English Congregation celebrates 25 years of God’s 
grace, 2017 is also a year of celebration for TWPC-EC Thai Service – a 
celebration for 15 years of God’s grace.  A commemorative volume– 
Under His Wings – containing the testimonies of 17 Thai believers 
and compiled by Pastor Mayuree Kim was produced and distributed 
to the congregants.  The sermon for the day was delivered by Pastor 
Lee Kien Seng who preached on the topic “United in Love and 
Mission”.

After the sermon, members of the I-DO (Intentionally 
Discipling Others) Life of Soldier Batch 1 – 3 presented the offertory 
song “By Grace” to render their thanks to the God they have come 

The Thai service celebrated its 15th anniversary in 2017.
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to know and love. After that, to commemorate the event, the Thai 
sisters performed a Thanksgiving Thai Dance.  

God has showered His grace abundantly on the lives of the Thai 
worshippers. May this people of God continue to witness among 
the non-believing Thais in Singapore so that these non-believers 
will also have a taste of the goodness of this loving heavenly Father. 

East Asia
The SQ missions commitment has been the main focus of TWPC-
EC for East Asia. The SQ people live in the western part of the SC 
province. 

In 1997, TWPC-EC was challenged to reach out to the 
Unreached Peoples’ Groups (UPGs) in East Asia. This sharing 
galvanised a group of True Wayans into action. They had heard of 
UPGs in East Asia. In April 1999, they went, and connected with 
one tribal group called “SQ”. In May 2000, three True Wayans – 
Elder Wong Chee Seng, Richard Lim and Regina Lee – visited 
the SQ people to confirm that they were indeed an unreached 
people group. Two American mission-field workers attached to    
the T-Ministry (an independent mission agency comprising 
missionaries from USA and Australia) guided and mentored them 
for three days. The group managed to visit only three of the many SQ 
villages scattered all over the province. The church leaders reached 
a consensus in 2000 to make a commitment to bring the Gospel to 
the SQ people. 

On 24 December 2000, TWPC-EC officially “adopted” the SQ 
people. Rev Graham Ng, then senior pastor of the church, signed 
a memorandum of understanding with T-Ministry to work in 
partnership with them to bring the Gospel to the SQ people. 

TWPC-EC decided on a two-prong approach to reach out to 
the SQ people: first, to engage True Wayans, and then to partner 
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T-Ministry. From 2000 to 2007, 59 mission trippers made 13 trips 
to the SQ region. They conducted prayer walks in the villages and 
shared the gospel with more than a hundred people. They also 
distributed tracts, bibles, CDs and tapes. In 2001, the mission-
trippers who visited the villages in MX had the opportunity to share 
the gospel with some of the villagers there. In November 2003, a 
team of eight made another trip to MX. They had the opportunity 
to conduct English lessons to two classes in two schools which were 
supervised by the same principal. They also used the Wordless Book 
to share the gospel with the children from the two schools, as well 
as with an elderly man and three younger men they met during the 
trip. By 2007, there were more than 250 converts congregating in 
several house groups in MX, WC and SP. During this period, TWPC-
EC sponsored four full-time local workers in MX and WC, supported 
a needy family in their daughter’s education, and trained several 
house group leaders. Yet, reaching out to the SQ people was sporadic 
and not formally organised. A more focused approach to missions in 
SQ was needed. This was realised through the leadership of Pastor 
Tan.

Pastor Tan, who joined TWPC-EC in 2000, was the church 
leader who had been leading and planning missions work in the 
church, with particular focus on the SQ. Pastor Tan’s passion and 
vision transformed the mission project into an organised and 
purpose-driven initiative. 

Pastor Tan commented: “The early days were mostly visitations 
to places where there was some form of Christian witness.” Pastor 
Tan had read about an early 19th century missionary, Rev Thomas F 
Torrance, in a book First Missionaries – Ancient Israelites in 1937. On 
one of the trips to visit the SQ people, Pastor Tan met “some very 
old believers” who were converted by Rev Torrance.  These believers 
were still living in the mountains. During some of the trips, the 
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missions team would go up the mountains and reconnect with 
these believers and also visit the other villagers.   

Pastor Tan evaluated the situation and realised that merely 
visiting the region and conducting prayer walks would not be 
effective enough. He noted: “We do not have any formalised 
programs except visitation and cold turkey evangelism.” He had 
taught the missions team to do cold-turkey evangelism, that is, 
instant evangelism, whenever an opportunity arose. This tactic was 
necessary as the region was not open to the Gospel. One of the 
strategies for evangelism during this early  phase was to stay with 
local families that provided short-term lodging instead of staying in 
hotels. This would open up opportunities to interact with the locals 
and also to share the gospel with them. SQ people loved to sing and 
dance around the campfire. The mission-trippers would join them 
in singing and dancing. These were good opportunities for bonding, 
and also for the exchange of culture and sharing of the Gospel.  

During such trips, the teams also visited the homes of the 
SQ people, conducted activities for children like balloon craft, and 
used the Wordless Book to share the Gospel. The mission effort 
thus gradually became more focused. During this period, TWPC-EC 
Missions committee was still working with the missionaries from 
T-Ministry and also with GL, a non-governmental organization 
in the country headed by a Christian. The differing evangelism 
methods between the church and T-Ministry created some concerns 
for the missions committee. 

Then, in 2007, Pastor Tan led a missions team made up of two 
male and three female church members on a one-week evangelism 
trip to SQ. As usual, the team visited some families. This time, 
Rev Tan conducted a parenting workshop, the first of its kind of 
training conducted for SQ. More plans were made to consolidate the 
evangelism efforts. Pastor Tan reported that the team “even looked 
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at ‘Business As Missions’ to attain legal status for our workers and 
in each case, God’s hand was in control. Just as TWPC-EC was about 
to delve into greater involvement, the earthquake in BC put a stop 
to our plans.”

The devastating 2008 earthquake in BC became a turning point 
for the church’s mission to the SQ. TWPC-EC rose to the demands 
of the crisis and sent teams of church members to help out with 
rescue and recovery work. For two years, TWPC-EC’s missions 
team worked with other Christians who also went to help and 
care for the earthquake victims until they were finally settled in 
temporary shelters and their basic needs were met. Then, the many 
international teams of workers and other Christian groups left the 
earthquake area. Only one team was left – TWPC-EC missions team. 
The church realised the need for a deeper involvement in the lives 
of the SQ. It was also after the earthquake that the church began to 
work more closely with GL while T-Ministry relocated themselves 
to other parts of the land. 

After ten years of being exposed to missions work with SQ , 
Pastor Tan “saw the need to encourage all church members to go 
on one trip in their lifetime and also for our pastors and leaders to 
go on at least one trip.” The next few years saw more heightened 
missions awareness and more organised efforts. This is evidenced 
by the kind of missions programs carried out by the church. 2011 
saw the beginning of the church’s more intensive missions work 
among the SQ people. Initiated by Pastor Tan, in June 2011, the 
church conducted the first Women’s Retreat, and in July, the first 
Summer Camp for the teaching of English to students from Primary 
Five to Secondary Three. Since then, summer camps and women’s 
retreats have become regular features of the missions endeavour. 
An additional language camp for university students was conducted 
in 2013. Pastor Tan also began more focused training of future local 
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leaders to equip them for ministry. Every year, since 2011, Pastor 
Tan would fly to CD in April and October to train local leaders.  

The church also understood the need to send a full-time 
missionary from the church to serve in SQ. A church member, 
Noreen, was sent to SQ in 2010 as an intern. She stayed and served 
for six months. She reported:

The 6-month internship exposure was very valuable for 
me, with a good mix of culture adaptation and experience 
to submit, work and really learn with a team of experienced 
and trained pastors in the field. … I am passionate to go 
back to China, and I hope to get equipped in areas that I 
was not effective and be back for the lost. 
 

Noreen was unable to take up the internship when she got married 
after her return from SQ. In 2010, the church was able to engage a 
part-time missions coordinator, Aaron, who served for two years. 
Another church member, En Shyang, took over from him and served 
another two years. The coordinators provided valuable assistance 
to Pastor Tan by taking care of the administrative part of the SQ 
mission. 

TWPC-EC was also able to recruit and support full-time local 
Chinese workers to do evangelism work among the SQ people. By 
2014, there were two couples serving as local missionaries, one 
couple in the Eastern Corridor of CD, and the other couple in the 
Western Corridor. They are still serving the SQ people today. One 
of the local missionaries reported: “The Spirit seems to be moving. 
Although the numbers have not increased a lot, there are a few 
new believers who are very enthusiastic about their faith.” In the 
Western Corridor, “[a] small group of believers are continuing to 
meet up for Bible studies. They also encourage one another through 
social messaging apps.” 
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In 2015, Pastor Tan was appointed by the Presbyterian Synod 
to assume the position of General Secretary. After serving for 
one year in 2015, Pastor Tan could not resist the call of SQ. It has 
always been his desire “to see the locals hunger for God’s word.”  
He relinquished the position of General Secretary and returned to 
TWPC-EC in 2016 to lead and coordinate the missions work in SQ. 
The church is finally blessed with a full-time SQ missionary in the 
person of Pastor Tan himself.   

The Session of True Way Presbyterian Church–English 
Congregation has endorsed Pastor Tan as the church’s Non-Resident 
Missionary (NRM) to SQ. We started our mission work to SQ some 
15 years ago and have always looked forward to having a missionary 
to oversee the mission work there. 

Pastor Tan finally gets to serve God in an area he has been 
passionate about – missions. In his first prayer letter as NRM to SQ , 
he included the following request:

Pray for God’s desire to be realized.
•  A sensitivity in understanding God’s heartbeat for SQ. 
•  Boldness & wisdom to work out with partners like SQ 

Church and the child-care centre.
•  Commitment to equipping the saints in SQ.
              

As NRM, Pastor Tan’s plan for SQ is to continue to provide training 
for local leaders. He has adopted the “discipleship” style of training 
by developing a package of materials to use during each training 
session. After each session, he leaves the materials with those 
who have attended the training workshops. Those who have been 
trained in the first year will assume the trainer’s role and train other 
local leaders under the supervision of Pastor Tan who has already 
identified a few “good local leaders who are able to reproduce”. 
Pastor Tan’s faithful service to SQ has been bolstered by his passion 
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and vision. Today, his passionate leadership in the missions for SQ 
has already borne some fruit. His vision is to see “a church in SQ” 
being ministered by local church leaders from 2020 onwards. 

              

The names of individuals, parties and places in this section have been abbreviated to 
protect their identities.
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Musicals
Koh Guat Hua

7

Musicals have been a part of church life in True Way. Since 
the early 1960s, True Way have been producing plays and 

musicals to celebrate important events of the year, especially 
during Christmas. In her 25 years, True Wayans have participated 
enthusiastically in various musicals.

April 1993 TWPC-EC performed a 60-minute Easter Cantata – 
“The Promise” – depicting the birth, life, ministry, 
death and resurrection of Christ for three evenings 
to a total audience of 300. After watching the 
performance, 16 persons expressed interest in 
knowing more about the Christian faith and twelve 
became Christians.

June 1993 “The Promise” team travelled to Port Dickson and 
Seremban to perform to the churches there. 

“Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.”
(Psalm 96:1)
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The cast of “The Promise” practicing for 
the performance at Port Dickson.

Easter Cantata: “The Promise” 1993

December 
1994 

“The Reason for Christmas” – a 30-minute mini-
musical was performed at TWPC-EC’s evangelistic 
service, and at 14 different shopping malls in 
Singapore, at Sentosa, and at a church across the 
Causeway. This sharing of the Good News with the 
public also brought in a bonus of S$4000 for the 
New Sanctuary Project.

After the evangelistic performance of the same 
musical in the sanctuary of True Way, one person 
accepted Christ and three others wanted to know 
more about the Christian faith. 
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September 
1996

TWPC-EC Evangelism Team presented a musical for 
the youths “Just One Life”.  It was attended by about 
200 youths.  This musical was led by Teen Challenge. 
The guest vocalist was Geoffrey Woo who filled the 
sanctuary with jazzy music. The guest speaker was 
Dr Freddy Boey, who presented the message of 
salvation. Care Group members served as prayer 
warriors and counsellors. 

April 1997 An Easter musical “Alice and the Mad Hatter in 
Easter Wonderland” was presented to an audience 
of more than 400 children and 200 parents. 
The audience was invited to have tea with the 
Mad Hatter, and go on a journey through Easter 
Wonderland; the children also participated in a 
fancy costume parade.  

August 
1997

TWPC-EC presented a musical “The Power of Love” 
at the Singapore Labour Foundation Auditorium to 
an audience of about 700 children and adults. Mr 
Gurmit Singh was the host of the concert.  The Teen 
Challenge Live Band presented many contemporary 
pop songs with a Christian slant. Mr Sam Kuna 
shared God’s amazing grace and love for all. At 
the end of the evening, eleven persons dedicated 
their lives to God, six reaffirmed their faith, and 17 
expressed interest in knowing more about God.

November 
1999

TWPC-EC teamed up with Campus Crusade for 
Christ and Scripture Union Singapore to present 
“Psalty in Singapore – Funtastic Praise Concert” for 
children at the Singapore Indoor Stadium.

December 
1999

TWPC-EC presented a musical “Holy Night” to 
celebrate Christmas.

March 
2002

TWPC-EC together with Orchard Road Presbyterian 
Church performed a musical “The Overcomer” for 
Easter. 
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The Promise musical at University Cultural Centre, NUS.
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April 2003 TWPC-EC produced and presented “Calvary’s Love” 
for three nights. 

December 
2006

The “Clown” was jointly organised by TWPC-EC and 
Katong PC, with additional performers and helpers 
from Ang Mo Kio PC, Bethel PC and Chen Li PC  
at Victoria Theatre. This musical involved around 
380 Presbyterians in a total of five performances.  
God granted the churches a plentiful harvest: 90 
persons received Jesus Christ into their lives; 173 
rededicated their lives to Christ; 25 intended to 
look for a church to attend; and 209 wished to 
know more about Christianity. Glory to God!

November 
2008

In 2007, the Presbyterian Synod commissioned a 
musical to raise funds for its work in the country. 
The Synod had never undertaken a musical before. 
This was also the first time that a large number of 
Presbyterian congregations joined hands in a project 
of this scale. "The Promise" had an interesting 
history. It was first staged in Texas in 1989. It has 
also been performed in Canada and Korea. Many 
True Wayans heeded the call, taking part as actors, 
singers, dancers, ushers and counsellors; as well as 
in production and business. There were five sold-
out performances of "The Promise" at the University 
Cultural Centre, National University of Singapore. 

June 2009 “Starry Starry Night” was performed by the YZers to 
a youth audience of about 250.
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December 
2011

“How Far Is It to Bethlehem” was an evangelistic 
event – a puppet musical-cum-carnival produced 
by the Puppet Minstry. It was held at the Multi-
Purpose Hall for about 250 children, from toddlers 
to pre-teens. The youngest performer in the musical 
was five years old. There were four puppeteers, the 
oldest was only fourteen. The older youths from 
Youth Zone helped out with acting roles, logistics, 
lights and sound control. The young adults from 
the Young Adults Ministry ran stations and stalls at 
the carnival held in conjunction with the musical. 
They also served as child-minders and counsellors. 
The three young leaders were Cara Chiang, Cheryl 
Tan and Vera Chng. Adults involved were Ong Beng 
Choo who trained the puppeteers, and Dennis Mok 
who was in charge of the props and the counsellors. 
Pastor Alvin Lim gave the message. 144 children 
expressed the wish to find out more about Christ. 

November 
to 
December 
2012

“The Last Days of Robert Wong” was an evangelistic 
musical - a homegrown production involving some 
300 True Wayans. This musical was performed in 
celebration of TWPC-EC’s 20th anniversary.  

Being a 100% TWPC-EC production, a more 
detailed write-up follows.

 
2012 Evangelistic Musical: “The Last Days of Robert Wong”
On 29 & 30 November and 1 December 2012, TWPC-EC had the 
honour to present a musical completely created, produced and 
performed by True Wayans. The writer and director of the musical 
was in Stockholm when he received a text message from Pastor 
Kien Seng asking if he “would do a musical for our 20th anniversary”.  
The writer said “Yes”.  Pastor Kien Seng asked in reply if the author 
“knew what [he] was saying ‘yes’ to.” The author was none other 
than Elder Lee Chung Horn who “wanted to create a story that 
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The Last Days of Robert Wong had a five-show run in 2012.
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people could identify with, 
something that had layers of 
meaning, something that felt 
real.”

The fruit of this texted 
conversation was “The Last Days 
of Robert Wong”, an evangelistic 
musical performed at the Mrs 
Lee Choon Guan Theatre in 
Anglo-Chinese Junior College 
to celebrate 20 years of God’s 
grace showered upon TWPC 
English Congregation.  It related 
the struggles of Robert Wong, 
a committed Christian who lost many things: a son who was in 
Mongolia on a relief mission; his job as CEO of an investment firm; 
and his health when he contracted a strange illness. Like Job, during 
this period of suffering, Robert Wong wrestled with God, and like 
Job, he finally accepted the sovereignty of God over all things. The 
musical ended with Robert finding a renewed sense of hope and 
trust in the God he worshipped. As a medical doctor, Elder Lee 
Chung Horn understood human suffering: “We all struggle with the 
question of why God allows suffering in His world … My patients 
are in this all the time, so it’s very real for me.”  

The musical was indeed a 100% church affair. The producer 
of the musical, Elder Chng Chee Ann said: “We wanted our people 
to do the work. It’s our anniversary, so it wouldn’t make sense to 
turn the project over to professionals … From the word go, we were 
blessed to have many people come forward, offering their God-given 
gifts. Our partners range in age from 7 to 82!” Rev Tan Cheng Huat, 
then Moderator of TWPC-EC was very proud of “the participation 
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of over 250 volunteers from our church … We are coming together 
to give sacrificially of our time, talents and finances because we 
believe there is a story of hope above our broken world.”

Robert Wong’s words in the closing song serves as an 
encouragement to us:

When through fiery trials my pathway shall lie
His grace will be my supply
My God I will not deny
And for every stripe that to me had come
There’s a thousand treasures on the long journey home.  
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TWPC-EC Celebrates 
25 Years of God’s Grace

Rev Lee Kien Seng, Koh Guat Hua, Leong Choi Seng

8

2017 is an important mile-stone for us as we mark 25 years 
of enjoying God’s grace showered lavishly upon True Way 

Presbyterian Church–English Congregation. To celebrate the 25 
wonderful years, the leadership planned three special events:

1. The Israel Holy Land Tour in February
2. The Family Carnival in May
3. The series of three Discipleship Talks by 
 Dr Robert Solomon in August

The celebration will culminate in the final highlight of the year – 
the 25th Anniversary Celebration in November.

 

Israel Holy Land Tour
Leong Choi Seng

One of the highlights to commemorate our anniversary was the 
Israel Holy Land Tour with IBEX (International Bible Experiences), 

“Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, 
for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” 

(Psalm 106:1)



85

Singapore Bible Society. The Israel Holy Land Tour was from 14 to 24 
February, 2017. Forty-eight participants went on the tour, including 
our Senior Minister, Rev Lee Kien Seng, who served as our spiritual 
director for the trip, and Ms Joan Cher as the representative and 
guide from IBEX.

The participants had two preparatory sessions with Rev Lee 
Kien Seng and Ms Joan Cher. Every participant was given a list of 
questions to prepare themselves for the trip, both mentally and 
spiritually. Some of the questions were, “Why am I going?”  “What 
are my expectations?”  “What are my prayers (about the trip as well 
as the ongoing issues in my life)?”  “What do I want Jesus to do in 
me?”

IBEX Team’s objective and prayer for the trip was that we would 
“experience the land, its people and culture; engage in the Word in 
a deeper way and encounter the God who established this nation: 
His heart and mission.” The tour itinerary included visiting places 
in Tiberias, Galilee, Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Our first place of 
interest was Jaffa, “an ancient port city associated with stories like 
Jonah (Jonah 1:1-3), the resurrection of Tabitha (Acts 9:36-43) and 
Peter and the centurion named Cornelius (Acts 10:1-33)”.  Emmaus 
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was our last stop enroute to 
Tel-Aviv airport to end this 
memorable and enriching tour 
of the many historical places of 
Israel, where Jesus once lived, 
travelled, preached, performed 
many miracles, died, and rose. 
During the trip, the participants 
also visited the Palestinian Bible 
Society and Israel Bible Society. 
We learnt about their work in 
both Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 
It was an eye-opener to have a 
first-hand knowledge of their on-going ministry in Israel.

We began each day with a time of worship and devotion. Rev 
Lee Kien Seng would teach us from God’s Word. We were divided 
into 7 groups and each group was given the privilege to lead on 
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one of the days. We had Holy Communion too during the trip, once 
on the Mount of Beatitudes and once at the Garden Tomb. Both 
occasions were very meaningful, memorable and significant for all 
of us.

During the trip we were taught spiritual disciplines. We learnt 
about:

1.  Lectio Divina: Reading /Listening, Meditating, Praying 
 and Contemplating. 
2.  The Jesus Prayer: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy 

on me’.
3.  Imaginative Prayer by asking these questions using our 5 

senses: What do you see?     
     What do you hear? What do you smell? What do you feel? 

and What do you taste?
4.  Prayer of Examen: Ask oneself 2 questions – For what 

moment(s) today am I most grateful? For what moment(s) 
today am I least grateful?

5. Journaling 

Rich in history, Israel is truly a land of milk and honey. We saw the Sea 
of Galilee, Nazareth, Capernaum, Jordan River, Jericho, Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Temple Mount, Western Wall, Garden of Gethsemane, 
and Via Dolorosa. The Holy Land Tour helped us to appreciate and 
understand the Bible in a new dimension and perspective. It is 
an experience that cannot be measured or compared with other 
holiday tours.

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word 
of our God endures forever.” 

(Isaiah 40:8) 
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The 25th Anniversary Family Carnival
Koh Guat Hua

The family carnival was “a community engagement project specially 
organised to bless the residents living in and around Queenstown” 
so wrote Pastor Lee Kien Seng on the church information circular. 
Since guests from the Queenstown neighbourhood were expected, 
the organisers took pains to produce a publicity leaflet to be 
distributed to homes in Queenstown which church members visited 
ahead of the event.   

On 27 May, the church premises were a hive of activity 
starting from the ground level to the fourth level! It was the day 
when TWPC-EC celebrated her 25 years of God’s grace, a day when 
True Wayans and visitors come together to have a great fun time at 
the various games stations manned by the YZers, to watch a mime 
staged also by the YZers, to enjoy a puppet show performed by the 



89

TWPC-EC puppet team, to shop at the flea market run by the ladies 
from the Women’s Ministry, and to satisfy their taste buds at the 
food stalls providing local fares like the muah chee, churros, hotdog 
buns, and kueh tutus. Naturally, the fun at the carnival would not 
be complete without the mouth-watering Thai fares the Thai ladies 
from TWPC-EC Thai Service dished out for visitors to their stall. 
Several workshops were also included to cater to those interested 
in learning new skills – Ukelele Workshop, Hand Puppet Workshop, 
Art & Craft Session and Cooking Demonstration. Except for the 
flea market where visitors 
had to pay with cash, their 
participation at all the other 
stalls was facilitated by the 
vouchers provided free by the 
church. The proceeds from 
the sale of items at the flea 
market were channeled to 
the Presbyterian Community 
Services.

The carnival was also an occasion not only to invite the 
Queenstown neighbours to come and have an afternoon of fun, but 
also to witness the grace that the Christian God had showered upon 
the church that they often only saw from the outside. Sure enough, 
many came as a result of the invitations delivered personally to their 
doorsteps earlier on in April. Others came through the invitation of 
church folk. Some church members even went to the Queenstown 
MRT station to publicize the event to the strangers they met there. 
All in all, some 1000 people came to the carnival. Elder Lawrence 
Fu, overseer of the event said: “The sight of so many people working 
and serving together filled me with thanksgiving. We hope many of 
the new friends will join us in church.”

  

Fun at the Family Carnival.
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The Discipleship Series by Dr Robert Solomon

This discipleship series of talks 
by Dr Robert Solomon sought 
to strengthen the commitment 
of True Wayans to heed and 
obey the teachings of Jesus in 
their walk as disciples of Christ.  
The three talks focused on the 
different facets of the person of 
Jesus:

Talk 1: “Savour His 
Presence” was based on Matthew 
11:25–30. This talk touched on 
issues relating to the invitation 
Christ extends to people who 
are weary and burdened. Jesus said: “Come to Me” (Matthew 11:28).  
Dr Solomon exhorted the audience to follow Jesus rather than to 
follow the crowd. The way to become a disciple is to follow Jesus.

Talk 2: “Share His Passion” based on John 4:27–32. Dr Solomon 
stressed the point that Jesus’ “single-hearted passion [was] to do the 
Father’s will.” In this narrative, the main concern of the disciples 
of Jesus was the physical – food, while the main concern of their 
Teacher, Jesus Christ, was the salvation of the Samaritan woman and 
the people in the Samaritan town. Jesus said: “My food is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.” Dr Solomon 
posed a challenge to the audience: “Are we like the disciples or like 
Christ in our passion?”

Talk 3: “Show His Person” based on Matthew 5:1–12. Dr Solomon 
began with an illuminating observation of the clause “opened his 
mouth” (Matthew 5:2). By relating this verse in Matthew to Genesis 
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17:5 & 15, Dr Solomon drew attention to the sound of the letter 
“h” inserted into the names Abram, which became Abraham, and 
Sarai which became Sarah. The sound formed from the letter “h” 
represented the aspirated breath of God upon Abram and Sarai 
when he spoke. When God opened his mouth, his breath touched 
his listener. Likewise, when Jesus “opened his mouth”, his breath 
also touched those who were listening to him.   

Using the Beatitudes, Dr Solomon emphasized the character of 
Jesus revealed in these verses, urging that we learnt to become more 
like Jesus. Jesus lived simply, to be like Jesus, his disciples must also 
live simply. He used a contrast to demonstrate the impact of Christ-
like living. In living a life that sought to multiply the cleverness/
wealth of the world, we were not able to attract the attention of the 
world. But when we demonstrated the compassion of Christ, the 
world would notice.  



92

Looking Back, Moving Forward: 
TWPC-EC’s Mission and Focus

Rev Lee Kien Seng

When we became autonomous 
in 1992, we adopted the motto 
“To be like Jesus”.  We wanted to 
grow in Christ-likeness for God’s 
glory.

In the 2006 Elders and 
Deacons Court (EDC) retreat, 
the EDC made the decision to 
go back to the basics to pursue 
intentionally what was upon 
God’s heart. The conviction was based on the simple yet arresting 
two GCs.

• Great Commandment (Matt 22:37-40): It is the Lord our 
God who is to be loved with a completeness of devotion. A 
whole-hearted love for God necessarily finds its expression 
in a selfless concern for our neighbour. 

•  Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20): This was the last 
command Jesus gave His disciples before He returned to 
heaven. This is the strategy God has chosen to bring the 
good news of salvation beyond Jerusalem to the furthest-
most parts of the world. 

The mission statement ‘Love God • Make Disciples’ was crafted. The 
EDC leaders started peer mentoring. Subsequently more people were 
involved in mentoring and mentors were paired up with those who 
wanted to be mentored. A two-year IDO (Intentionally Discipling 
Others) curriculum was drawn up. Once a month, mentors and 
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mentees met together for a seminar related to disciple-making. 
In 2010, the church decided to launch a focus that would help 

us to be more deliberate in pursuing our mission statement. For 
2010/11, our focus was to be a welcoming community. How could 
we possibly reach out to non-Christians if we did not even welcome 
those who were already in our midst? 

For 2012/13, our focus was lifestyle evangelism, encouraging 
every worshipper to seize opportunities to walk across the room and 
allow the Holy Spirit to use them to engage people in conversations 
over spiritual matters. We also introduced the Alpha Course which 
allowed seekers to discover the Christian faith through teaching, 
dialogue and friendships. 

In 2014/15, following the process of disciple-making as 
outlined in the Great Commission – going, baptising and teaching 
believers to obey all that Christ has commanded – we moved to 
a new focus, that of nurturing the faith of every worshipper in 
the church. This we had hoped to achieve through the following 
strategies: 

• Establish a viable structure/process to nurture the faith 
of every worshipper regardless their entry point into the 
church. 

• Strengthen the health of the Discipleship Groups (Care 
Group was given a change in name)

• Encourage more people to join the Discipleship Groups 
• Encourage and equip parents to take up the mandate to 

disciple their own children 

For 2016/17, our focus has been ‘Building community within; 
engaging community without’. Building community within 
encapsulates what we have been doing for the past 6 years. The 
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church leadership is committed to build the community of 
worshippers in the 3 Cs: 

• Biblical convictions 
• Christ-like character 
• Competency in doing kingdom’s work 

Additionally, we want to increase our engagement with the 
community that the church is situated in, that is, the Queenstown 
neighbourhood. We want to make ourselves relevant to them. We 
want to look for opportunities to meet the needs of the people 
living in this neighbourhood. We want to show Jesus’ love in 
practical ways as part of our commitment as a church to do good to 
others. Such engagements can also open up opportunities for us to 
evangelise them later.

It is very exciting to see that we have made some headway into 
our community. Besides our ongoing tuition ministry on Fridays, 
Brother Koh Ngiap Joo became our local missionary in 2016 and 
was seconded to the Presbyterian Community Services (PCS). He 
has gathered some volunteers from TWPC-EC to be involved in 
Meals-on-Wheels (a PCS’ initiative), delivering meals to residents 
in Queenstown who are immobile. This year, Priscilla Ang, who is 
working with Prison Fellowship Singapore (PFS) and ministering 
to inmates’ children, has also roped in some church members to 
be involved in that ministry. This is on top of the ongoing Angel 
Tree Project which we have been involved in since 2013. We deliver 
hampers and a hand-written letter on behalf of the inmates to their 
families in Queenstown during the Christmas season.

What can we be looking forward to in the next 25 years?  
Would Jesus have returned? Would we have been called home? 
We won’t know. Nevertheless, as a local church committed to the 
Great Commission, let us continue to put our hands on the plough 
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and work towards building God’s kingdom as we live between the 
‘here and not yet’. I pray that as we continue to faithfully disciple 
those who join our community, we will see our members grow in 
their biblical convictions, Christ-like character and competencies 
in doing kingdom’s work so that they will go out to engage and 
evangelise the lost, and they will help to establish and equip the 
saints so that the disciple-making process is ongoing, disciples 
making new disciples. I pray that our families will be strong and 
healthy, and parents will play an instrumental role in discipling 
their own children and not leave that important mandate only 
to their children’s U12 teachers or YZ leaders. I pray that we will 
continue to raise pastors and missionaries from within the church 
as well as elders and deacons so that the next generation of leaders 
will be ever ready to receive the baton when it is being passed on. 
I pray that we will always be relevant to the community we live in 
as well as communities beyond the shores of Singapore, feeding the 
poor, meeting the needs of the marginalised, doing good works and 
sharing the Gospel as part of our desire to be a channel of God’s 
blessings to our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the outer parts of 
the world. In short, I pray that we will remain committed to making 
disciples, compelled by our love for God, and to keep doing so until 
Christ returns for us, by His grace and for His glory.     
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Addendum
Lee Chung Horn

9

The English Congregation of True Way Presbyterian Church is 
grateful to Ms Koh Guat Hua for accepting this project, and for 

being its chief writer. The idea for writing a history of our 25 years 
was heard towards the end of 2016, when our church leaders met to 
discuss ways to commemorate the birth of the congregation. 

Writing history is exhilarating, but not easy. Guat Hua quickly 
set to work with a small team of writers and researchers. She gave 
direction. She kept time. In our team, we are particularly grateful to 
Mr Jakin Heng and Deacon Soon Chong Guan. We acknowledge the 
assistance of Mr Mark Wee and Mr Fung Waikit. We are grateful to 
Ms Ong Beng Choo for designing this monograph.

We should not forget to record a note of thanks to the many 
church members and leaders who accepted interviews, checked 
facts, and gave us mementos and photographs. 

This project would not have come to fruition without their 
generosity and love.


