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Let’s Put Back Worship in our Worship Service 
 

This morning we want to look at an important aspect of our Christian discipleship – 

worship. Two years ago, when we adopted the 4-movement order of service, I preached a 

sermon explaining the rationale behind that 4-movement order. If you have forgotten or if 

you are new, please go to the True Way website (www.trueway.org.sg), and look under 

‘Grow in Christ’ and under ‘Worship’. I have posted my sermon there for your reference. 

Worship is something we do week in and week out and sometimes if we do not pause and 

take stock, we might fall into the danger of going through a rut. Also time and time again, I 

will hear comments from those who have visited other churches – the worship there was so 

vibrant; it was uplifting; we felt so ministered. I will not deny that they have had a positive 

experience but I wonder to myself: “Is that what worship is all about?” Are we in danger of 

being in a worship service but not giving God the worship that he desires and deserves? Do 

we have to put back authentic worship in our Worship Service?  

To help us understand what authentic worship entails, let us turn to our Scripture 

text: John 4.19-26. Jesus met a Samaritan woman at a well and started to talk to her. Because 

she came to draw water, Jesus told her that he could give her living water which when she 

drank of it she would never thirst. When she wanted the living water (moving water as from 

a spring), thinking literally that she would not be thirsty again, when actually Jesus was 

referring to eternal life (water was a symbol for life in the desert land of Palestine), Jesus had 

to first confront her of her immorality – she had had five husbands and the man she was 

living with then was not even her husband. She must have felt very uncomfortable and at the 

same time surprised that Jesus knew so much about her. She tried to change subject to that of 

worship and we pick up the reading from v 19.  

If we want to put back worship in our worship service, we must understand 4 things 

from today’s passage – the ‘why’, the ‘who’, the ‘how’ and the ‘what then’. We need to 
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know, in the very first place, the reason why we are able to worship God. Why we the 

imperfect creatures can have the privilege to worship the perfect Creator God? The reason is 

Jesus Christ! A time is coming (v21); a time is coming and has now come (v23); I know the 

Messiah is coming (v25, 26). This ‘time’ or ‘hour’ refers to the hour of Jesus’ exaltation 

through his death and resurrection. He is indeed the Messiah, not to deliver the Jews from 

political oppression but to deliver everyone from spiritual oppression. He opens up the way 

for us then to be reconciled to God and that is the reason why we are able to worship him. 

Upon his death, the curtain that separated the holy of holies from the holy place was torn into 

two, signifying that we now have access into the very presence of God.  

Worship therefore is God’s gift. By his grace, He himself has made it possible for us 

to worship him, that is, through the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, through his death and 

resurrection. God is the giver of the gift of worship. He is the source of worship. He initiates 

worship. He does not demand it.  Some people think that God is very egoistic. The reason 

why He has created us is so that we can give him the worship he wants. That really makes 

him very hard up for our worship. Have you wondered why this time is called a worship 

service? ‘Service’ comes from the word ‘serve’ and so we usually understand this time to be 

a time where we use our gifts to serve God and we serve him by offering him the worship 

that is due him. But that is not the starting point. If that is the starting point, it really makes 

God out to be an egoistic person that is hard up for our worship. ‘The Lord’s service’ (the 

service that belongs to the Lord) can take two meanings – we give to God the service that 

rightfully belongs to him or God extending his personal service to us. In the former, we serve 

God; in the latter, God serves us. 

How does God serve us? When Jesus was on earth he said, “For who is greater: the 

one at the table or the one who serves? The one at the table, surely. Yet I am here among you 

as the one who serves.” (Lk 22.27) “But the Son of Man did not come to be served but to 
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serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mk10.45) What happens on a Sunday is 

the continuation of the service of the ascended Lord Jesus for his people. Think of the order 

of service: the Lord gathers us, forgives us, speaks to us, baptises us, offers us food and 

drink, finally blesses us and sends us out into the world. These are the different ways he 

continues to serve us. We come as those who are being served and when we understand this 

privilege we have, we respond to him with grateful praise and adoration and the commitment 

to want to live lives pleasing to him. God’s service to us is primary. Our service to God is 

secondary response. God initiates worship not by demanding but by serving. The key person 

that makes all these things possible is the second person of the Trinity – our Lord Jesus 

Christ who in the fullness of time came into the world to do what is necessary in order for us 

to be able to worship God. 

Second, we address the “Who” of our worship? This has to do with the object of our 

worship, the person we are to worship. This is very straight forward you may say – God of 

course! Twice, the passage tells us that we are to worship the Father (v21, 23). However, if 

we are not careful, we may think that we come to church to worship God when in fact we are 

here to worship ourselves.  Due to the problem of sin, the object of worship became 

ourselves – consumeristic and individualistic – and we call that idolatry. Is our worship on 

Sunday reinforcing the consumeristic and individualistic traits in us? The impact of the post-

modern consumerism mentality has hit the church. Christians can go on a church shopping 

trip. They pick and choose where to worship depending on who the speaker is or who the 

worship leader is or whether they can have other fringe benefits like free lunch or whether 

the people are of their kind. When we pick and choose which church service to attend 

depending who the speaker is, we are telling God that he cannot speak through, in your 

opinion, the not so eloquent preacher. The power of the message rests in the Word of God 

and the conviction of the Spirit. If we do not come and stand above the speaker as a critic, 
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rather if we come and stand under the Word of God as a student waiting to be taught or a 

servant waiting on the master for instructions, we may be more attentive to what God has to 

say to us, regardless who the preacher is. If we are giving worship service a miss because we 

feel a bit tired and we want to sleep in or we have been too busy and so want some time out 

for ourselves or we cannot stand some people in church and we want a break from them or 

the special service is not our cup of tea and so we settle for something more comfortable in 

another church, then it is time for us to deny ourselves, which is what a Christian disciple 

must constantly do rather than merely play into our self centred needs and wants.  Don’t ask, 

“Have I been ministered by the worship?” If we start on that footing, we have missed the 

whole point. Worship is about God and not about us. The right question to ask is, “Have I 

given God the worship that he desires and deserves?” If we do start on the right footing, I’m 

sure we will encounter the Lord in intimate ways. 

Third, we look at the “How” of our worship. How are we to give God the worship 

that he desires? The true worshippers worship the Father in spirit and truth for they are the 

kind of worshippers the Father seeks (v23, 24). What does it mean to worship in spirit and 

truth? Does worshipping in spirit means becoming emotional whereas worshipping in truth 

means hearing long sermons in a rather sombre environment? Worship in spirit and truth 

should be seen as one entity – there is no such thing as someone who worships in spirit vs. 

another who worships in truth. In the Greek version, both in v23 and v24, it reads ‘worship 

in spirit and truth’.  

Worship in spirit – We cannot relate to God satisfactorily in physical terms because 

he is invisible and intangible. That is why the physical place of worship is not so important – 

neither Mt Gerizim nor Jerusalem (v21) and I can extend this principle by saying that the 

style, the form, the ambience – all these external factors are not as important as what is going 

on inside the worshipper. God is spirit (v24) and so we can only relate with him on the 
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spiritual level. If we are spiritually dead, we will not be able to worship him, but we are not! 

It is not likely that ‘spirit’ here means the ‘Holy Spirit’. It refers to our spirit, to our 

innermost self, from the depths of our heart. There is a yearning/thirsting/longing for God 

from within. The psalmist captures such a posture very nicely: “As the deer pants for streams 

of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.” (Ps 42.1) “My soul yearns, even faints, for the 

courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.” (Ps 84.2) We can be 

satisfied because the Holy Spirit indwells us. Our spirit communes with the Holy Spirit.   

Practically, it means we want to be very attentive to the Spirit, giving him our 

undivided attention, listening intently to him. This means we need to be well rested. We are 

not in a rush. We are not distracted. We participate. We pay attention to what we sing. We 

listen intently to the Word of God read and preached. We cannot demand the Spirit to speak 

but we can anticipate. We come as wide eyed children with eager hearts and attentive ears. If 

our hearts are stirred and prompted and moved, it is God’s grace at work. But all these do not 

take place in a vacuum. That’s where truth comes in. 

Worship in truth means worship that is based on the truth of God as revealed in the 

Bible. Compare the Samaritans with the Jews with the Christians – who have the full 

revelation of God? We have the full revelation of God. Every aspect of the worship service 

should find its content in the Word of God. From the songs we sing and prayers we pray to 

the Word of God preached and testimonies shared and Sacraments partaken, all these must 

be biblically and theologically sound. We therefore hold the Word in high regard as you can 

see from the entry of the Word and the way the pulpit is located and the Word is placed as 

well as the time allocated to the sermon. The Spirit of God will then take the Word of God 

and speak it powerfully into our hearts and it can happen throughout the service. That is why 

we make every effort to soak/bathe every part of the worship service with the Word of God.  



 6 

What is contained in the Word is the truth about God’s story of the world. Each 

worship service should retell God’s story if we are serious in worshipping God in spirit and 

truth. The story of God is the story of the Triune God, and therefore always the story of God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. It is about God at work in creation, 

incarnation and re-creation. We remember God’s story in the past and we anticipate God’s 

story in the future. Worship remembers God saving acts in history. Worship anticipates the 

future and the reign of Jesus over a re-created world where God’s will is done on earth as it 

is in heaven. The more familiar we are with God’s story, the more familiar we will be with 

this God that we worship because inside the story, we see God at work and we see him for 

who he is. He is not only merciful and loving he is also holy and just. 

Let our worship proclaim, enact and sing God’s story. Practically, it means that the 

Word of God read and proclaimed (Lk 24.27; Acts 2.14-41, 7) and the Sacraments we 

partake and the songs we sing should all help to tell God’s story, e.g. ‘How Great Thou Art’ 

& ‘One Day’). The two Sacraments according to the teachings of Jesus – Holy Baptism and 

Holy Communion – are the most visual enactment of God’s story. In fact, it touches most of 

our senses. Take Holy Communion for example. It is a very powerful form of remembrance 

as well as anticipation of God’s story. It reminds us of what Jesus did for us on the cross and 

at the same time it exhorts us to look forward to the day when we will drink the fruit of the 

vine with Christ when he comes back again. Even having these different colours to mark 

different church seasons is to help us remember God’s story, e.g. last week, we remember 

the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost and because it was described to us in 

Acts that tongues of fire descended upon the disciples, we have the colour red to depict the 

occasion.  

If we have this understanding about worship, then the delight of worship is not: “That 

was a great program; I loved the music today; what an entertaining sermon; I really felt like I 
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was worshipping today. That sure was fun dancing around shouting ‘Amen!’ and giving my 

neighbour a high five.” These descriptions ultimately are a delight in self. Worship that 

generates that kind of response is not worship. True worship takes delight in the truth of 

God’s story: “What a great story; I can’t believe that God would do that for the world and for 

me; what a God to become human and to restore all things through Christ.” Let the Spirit 

draw us into God’s story and speak to us and transform us through God’s story. 

Lastly, let us look at the “What then” of our worship? If we have encountered God in 

his story, our lives ought to be transformed. Take the Samaritan woman as an example. The 

passage did not explicitly tell us that she left her life of immorality. It didn’t even say that 

she believed in Jesus. Something positive came out of her encounter with Jesus. What we 

saw was that she went back to her village and testified about her encounter with Jesus and 

because of that, the villagers came out to meet Jesus and many of them were saved because 

of their encounters with Jesus (4.28-30, 39-42). In the same way, we must be impacted by 

our encounter with the Lord. However good we feel about worship, if after we leave the 

sanctuary we go back to our old ways of life, then we haven’t really worship at all. Imagine 

the woman quietly go back to her home and acted as if she had not met Jesus at all, wouldn’t 

it be very sad? 

Instead of bringing God into our story and we like to do that – God bless me in this 

and bless me in that, we ought to allow God to bring us into his story. We find meaning and 

purpose in life when we find ourselves in God’s story. The drama started at creation (Act I) 

and then the Fall (Act II), the calling out of the people of God (Act III), the incarnation, the 

death and resurrection of Christ (Act IV), the church (V) and then His Second Coming (VI). 

Act V is still ongoing and we have been assigned a role in this Act. I don’t know whether 

you are familiar with drama but yes, the script is given to the actors but the latter also have 

the freedom to improvise and add colour into the role they are playing. If we are familiar 
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with the rest of the story, we would know how we ought to play our part well. If we know 

that God is holy, how should that impact our lives? If we know that God is like this, how 

then should we live our lives? If we see the people of God remaining steadfast in spite of 

suffering and pain, how should we respond when we too go through very difficult times? If 

we see God punishing his people because of idolatry, are we careful not to do the same? If 

we meet a problem, would we curse in frustration or would we turn to God in prayer? How 

does God’s story inform us? If we are being pressurised to give in to the world, to succumb 

to peer pressure, how does God’s story direct us? If we see Jesus commanding his disciples 

to fulfil the Great Commission, are we being faithful to the same command as his disciples 

living in the 21
st
 century? Let God bring us into his story and if we are faithful in playing our 

part well, we together with the rest of the cast in his mega drama will bring glory to him, 

who is both the producer and director of the drama. Then the world will truly be the theatre 

of God’s glory. 

The pastor and worship team will do our utmost where the leading of the service is 

concerned. But as worshippers you have a very important role to play too because there is an 

audience of only one – God himself. It is not a situation where we perform and you watch. 

Rather, we all perform and God watches!  Let’s be reminded that Jesus is the reason why we 

are able to worship God. And it is God who is to be worshipped, not self. And God seeks the 

true worshippers who worship him in spirit and truth; those who are attentive to the Holy 

Spirit and allow him to draw them into God’s story. Lastly, the outcome of worship is that 

our lives ought to be transformed as we allow God’s story to shape our story.  We should 

grow into the person whom we worship. If we can do that, by the help of the Spirit, we 

would have put worship back into our worship service. 


